United States Forest Kootenai N. F. 506 US Highway 2 West

Department of Service Libby, MT 59923
Agriculture

File Code: 1950

Date: June 1, 1999

The Kootenai National Forest is involved in many programs and activities. Enclosed you will find a
copy of the latest issue of the "Kootenai Highlights' and information about projects for which we have
a specific proposal, and are in the process of analyzing as directed by the National Environmental Po-
licy Act (NEPA).

The projects are arranged in atable format and are sorted by Ranger District, by type of project, and by
date expected for each decision for each project. There are several points in the planning process during
which you can be the most helpful and influential, but exact steps and timing may vary depending on
the type and complexity of the project. For example, the whole planning process may only take a few
days for small, non-complex projects, or several years for large complex projects such as a major
mining proposal. Nevertheless, there are some basic steps we go through for every project. The enclo-
sure labeled "Project Planning Process and Where You Fit In" describes these steps and identifies what
you can do to beinvolved. It isimportant for you to understand this process so that you may receive the
environmental documents in which you are interested. | want to stress that your participation in these
activities, in atimely manner, can promote better decisions by helping us better understand alternatives
to our proposals and to evaluate their implications on the land and the adjacent communities.

If you would like more information on a specific project, please contact the district or forest contact
person listed for each project.

Sincerely,

BOB CASTANEDA
Forest Supervisor




KOOTENAI

HIGHLIGHTS
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Sudents learning how to age a tree by counting treerings.

“"ANT FLAT DAYS"' A BIG SUCCESS

May 18 and 19 were exciting days, when 180
school kids and teachers attended the annual Ant
Flat School Programs—-in spite of the rain.
Presentations were made by Forest Service,
NRCS--Soil Conservation Service, and volunteer,
Karen Nesbitt. Fortine District employees have
been making an effort to provide local students
with a quality, hands-on experience at Ant Flat
since the 1970's. This year's sessions included:
Papermaking, Birdwatching, Predator Prey Games,
Good Camper/Bad Camper, What's in our Water,
Fire Ecology, Orienteering, The Beaver at Ant Flat,
and Lunch with Smokey.

KNF EMPLOYEESGIVE SCHOLARSHIPS
Three Scholarships were awarded this year to Libby
area students. All the scholarships were for $500.
This is the 16th year Libby Area KNF employees
have awarded scholarships for a total of $30,000.
Troy area students were given three scholarships by
Three Rivers District employees have awarded over
$7,800 over the last 13 years. Fortine and Rexford
Ranger Districts, through a combined effort, have
awarded scholarships to second-year college
students since 1981. They have given 72
scholarships worth more than $32,000.

BULL RIVER NATURE PROGRAMS
The nature education programs are underway on the
Cabinet Ranger District. The Bull River Outdoor
Education Association is presenting programs and
hikes every other Saturday. Programs include
Searching for Rare Plants and Record Trees on the
12th (call 847-2040 to register) and Old Mature
Forests on June 26th. Presentations run through the
end of September. For more information, call
Mindy Ferrell at 827-4341.

NEW S.O. STAFF OFFICER

Greg Kujawa is the Staff
Officer for Panning, Public
Affairs, Heritage and

Recreation. He comes to the
Kootenai from a Resource
Assistant  position on the |
Gardiner Ranger District of the @
Gdlatin National Forest where
he dealt with Lands, Timber,
Soil/Air/Water, NEPA and GIS.

Greg Kujawa

PLANT A TREE WITH HISTORIC ROOTS
There's no telling how many apple seeds John
Chapman, the legendary "Johnny Appleseed”,
planted across the Northeast and Midwest. But
horticultural historians acknowledge that the last
surviving apple tree planted by Johnny sits on a
farm in Nova, Ohio. Planted when Andrew Jackson
was president, the tree is about 170 years old. Now,
you can purchase a direct offspring of that ancient,
historical tree and plant it in your own patch of
green. Call (800)320-8733. The Famous and
Historic Trees project is an effort to preserve the
genetic and historical legacy of significant trees
across the land, everything from Johnny’ s last apple
tree to one of the poplars George Washington
planted at hisfarm in Mount Vernon. Page through
the group’s catalog and you'll see that some of
them are varieties no longer widely offered, like
Johnny Appleseed’s last tree, a Rambo. This is a
large green apple, firm and tart, that's good for
cooking and eating.



KID'S FISHING DERBIES TAKING PLACE
AROUND THE AREA

Activities associated with National Fishing Week
which takes place June 5 - 13 began this week.
There are Kids' Fishing Derbies planned at Sophie
Lake near Eureka, at Bull Lake near Troy and at
Triangle Pond near Trout Creek. The Forest Service
and MT Fish Wildlife & Parks team up with local
groups and volunteers to help kids learn about fish
and other agquatic creatures, water safety and also
how to catch fish. Prizes are given to kids in poster,
casting and fishing contests. Contact the Forest
Service Office near you to find out more
information on the Fishing Derbies.

SMOKEY’'S ADVENTURES
& SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Smokey Bear and Forest
Service employees made quite a
few visits to local schools and
children’s groups this year.

MORRISON SCHOOL :
Smokey Bear had a very busy day May 5th when
he went to visit Morrison Elementary School in
Troy. The younger children learned about good fire
verses bad fire and of course gave Smokey big
hugs. The older children were given information
on the fire triangle and learned about fire fighting
tools. Many questions were asked, such as, "What
would atornado do to an abandoned campfire?’

SMOKEY PLANTS TREES: Smokey aso went
out in April with two preschool groups from Troy
and planted trees. The first group of 14 children
from the Troy United Methodist Church worked in
excellent planting conditions. It was pouring rain
the day when Three Rivers District employees and
Jerry Akin, Plum Creek Forester, took the kids to a
planting unit west of Troy. The kids had their first
ride on a school bus, listened to a short description
of how trees grow, then each student put their tree
in ahole dug for them and watched as the tree roots
were covered. Each tree was marked by a stake
with the childs first name and the year.

LIBBY HEAD START TOUR: On April 28, the
children from the Headstart program went to plant

ponderosa pine seedlings on a site up Pipe Creek
Rd. Libby District staff explained how to plant a
tree and talked about how many trees the District
plants each year. Each child planted a tree
complete with a net (to protect it from browsing)
and a stake with their name and date on it.

TROY HEAD START TOUR: Aproximately 20
children with parent voluneers, and teachers joined
Three Rivers District employees recently for afield
day. This group had beautiful weather and
everyone including parent volunteers planted atree.
Smokey Bear came out of the woods and passed out
packets to all the kids.

TREE TRUNK: The kids at St. John’s Preschool
and a kindergarten class at Asa Wood Elementary
School delved into the "Tree Trunk" recently.
Materials from the "Tree Trunk™ help explain about
trees and what trees provide for humans and
animals. This was followed by a mini field trip to
touch, smell and look at trees, count the rings and
play afew tree games. At the end of the trip afew
puppets came out to entertain the kids. The "Tree
Trunk" is available to area teachers. Contact Deb
Bond at Libby Ranger District at 293-7773.

TROY LIBRARY PROGRAMS: Kootenai
employees will present several 1/2 hour programs
for the Troy Library Summer Reading Program.,
"Celebrate Montana Treasures'. From 11:30 to
12:00 on June 10th, there will be a tak on
flowering plants, June 17th, one on Raptors, and
the topic July 8th will be song birds.

SCHOOL TOURS BY CABINET DISTRICT:
Cabinet District employees took part in "Getting To
Know You" day at the Trout Creek School, where
the kids got to learn from community members.
Fisheries were part of a presentation to a Brownie
troop in Heron, and fire ecology was presented to
students at the Noxon School. The District also
participated in Employment Focus Day at the
Thompson Falls High School, where students got a
chance to polish their job interview skills with
potential future employers.
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DEFINITIONSUSED FOR THE QUARTERLY SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

If you've received previous editions of this list you'll notice that some projects don’t appear anymore. That's because
we've finished the analysis, made the decision, and the appeal period (if applicable) has ended. In other cases, we've
removed the projects from the list because we' re unable to pursue them for various reasons (lack of funding, conflicts with
other forest priorities, etc.). Please call the person listed as the "contact” for a project anytime you have a question.

This listisnot all inclusive. Some projects may come up after publication that require our immediate attention, and we may
complete the decision document before the next edition.

At the top of each table we have listed the Ranger District, their address, and the "Newspaper of Record" (used by the
District for legal notices of decisions, and scoping of projects).

The following items describe the column headings and contents in the tables that follow, beginning on the left side of the
table.

MAP KEY: Identifies a number which goes with the attached small forest map to show the general location of the project.

TYPE OF PROJECT: Identifies the Resource Program area that’s affected. Acronyms used area:
Mgmt - management
Exchg - Exchange

PROJECT NAME: Identifies the name of the environmental document. Also included is a general description of the
project, such as estimated timber volume, acres proposed for treatment, acres involved with aland exchange, etc. Acronyms
used are:

EIS - Environmenta Impact Statement WL - Wildlife

BPA - Bonneville Power Administration OSR - Overstory Removal
ORYV - Off Road Vehicle Salv - Salvage
MMBF - Million board feet LE - Land Exchange
MBF - Thousand board feet CCF-Hundred cubic feet
RUP-Road use permit

LOCATION: Identifies both legal land description, and the drainage or other identifying on-the-ground feature. If a
project is located within an inventoried roadless area, it is also noted here. Acronyms used are:
T - Township R - Range S- Section

NEPA STATUS: Identifieswhere we are and will bein the NEPA process during the next three months. This corresponds
to the table "Project Planning Process'. If several items are listed, it means we'll be moving through severa stages of the
planning process in the next three months. NOI means Notice of Intent that is published in the Federal Register.

ANTICIPATED DECISION DATE: Thisisthe best estimate of when the NEPA analysiswill be completed. Sometimes
we're not able to meet the date for various reasons, but the schedule will be validated and updated each time we send it out.

YEAR ACTIVITY TO START ON THE GROUND: This is the best estimate of when ground disturbing activities
would occur and/or contracts or permits would be offered.

CONTACT PERSON: Thisis the person at the Ranger District or Forest to contact for further information regarding the
project

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, politi-
cal beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA isan equal opportunity provider and employer.
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THE PROJECT PLANNING PROCESS & WHERE YOU MIGHT FIT

ANALYSISSTEP

PARTICIPATION OPTIONS

|dentify need for project - Forest Service, bu-
siness or individual suggests a project

Bring need for a project to the attention of Forest
Service

Develop detailed project proposal (Forest Ser-
vice or other project proponent)

Develop project proposal

Scoping - solicit public comment on the proposal
(how it might affect forest resources & uses; how
the project could be done better). This defines
the scope of environmental analysis needed and
the range of alternatives that should be con-
Sidered

Comment on proposal - suggest issues, alterna-
tives or mitigation measures to reduce impacts
on the environment

Develop range of alternatives based on the issues
raised during scoping. One alternative isto stay
with the status quo (No Action)

Suggest variations to the original proposal

Initiate public comment process which includes a
45 day comment period for Draft EIS sand 30
day comment period for EA’s and timber sales
that can be categorically excluded. A copy of the
EIS or EA will be mailed to those who requested
acopy and to those who have participated in the
environmental analysis process. A legal notice,
requesting comments, will be published in the
Daily Interlake, Kalispell, MT, which is our
newspaper of record (36 CFR 215.5)

Provide comments on the environmental analy-
Sis. See 36 CFR 215.6 for description of in-
formation to provide

Notice of decision will be published in the
newspaper of record. Copies of the decision
document will be sent to those who submitted
comments on the proposed action either before
or during the comment period identified above
(36 CFR 215.9)

Review decision: exercise option to appeal
through administrative process

Appeal period will be open for 45 days following
legal notice of decision in the newspaper except
if no one expressed interest and thereis no
change from the proposed action. (36 CFR
215.10)

File Notice of Appeal (see section 36 CFR
215.14 for contents of an appeal) NOTE: Only
those who commented through the process
described above or expressed interest will be
ableto appeal. (36 CFR 215.11)

Implement the project

Contribute labor, equipment or funding

Monitor & evaluate project results

Provide feedback on the project
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