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Q&A’s for New and Expanded Food Storage Order

Gallatin National Forest

March 2007
Q.
What is the food storage order?

A.
The current food storage order originated in 1985 across much of the Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) in an effort to promote human safety and protect the threatened grizzly bear. The order covers most of the southern portion of the Gallatin National Forest and requires that all forest users “acceptably store” or “acceptably possess” food, refuse, and other attractants so that they are not available to bears. 
Q.
What are “food, refuse, and other attractants?”

A.  
Food, refuse, and other attractants means any substance, solid or liquid (excluding water, baled hay or hay cubes without additives) or refuse. This includes items such as soft drinks, alcoholic beverages, canned foods, pet foods, processed livestock feed and grains, personal hygiene products, and food and beverage containers (empty or full).
Q.
What does “acceptably stored” mean?

A.  
Unattended food, refuse, and other attractants must be stored in a bear-resistant container, hard-sided, closed vehicle, or building.  Food, refuse, or other attractants may also be suspended at least 10 feet off the ground and at least four feet horizontally from any supporting tree or pole.  These items need not be stored during daytime hours as long as a person is within 100 feet of them. The order defines how to acceptably store animal carcasses, such as harvested deer and elk, in relation to sleeping and camping areas and National Forest System trails.
Q.    
What does “acceptably possessed” mean?

A.
Food, refuse, and other attractants must be possessed or attended during the daytime by a person(s) that is physically present within 100 feet and direct sight of the accessible items.  All food, refuse, and other attractants must be acceptably stored during nighttime hours, unless it is being prepared for eating, being eaten, being transported, or being prepared to be acceptably stored.

Q.
Why is the order being expanded?

A.
Although the existing food storage order has been effective in minimizing human-wildlife encounters in areas currently covered by the order, problems exist outside those areas. The new, expanded order recognizes that undesirable human-wildlife interactions are increasing, and that Gallatin National Forest managers have the responsibility to promote human safety and to ensure healthy, viable wildlife populations.  In addition, the Forest has documented threatening or damaging (injuring) human/wildlife encounters related to availability of human attractants to wildlife.  This forest-wide order will be a step in preventing these occurrences and addressing forest visitor safety concerns.  
Q.
What changes are there with the new order?

A.  
The new order will expand the food storage regulation to all areas of the Gallatin National Forest, including the Bridger and Crazy Mountain Ranges.  Forest users will be required to acceptably store food, refuse, and attractants from March 1 through December 1 on an annual basis.   As part of developing the new order, forest managers are evaluating  potential uses of Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee approved electric fencing. 

Q. 
Why is proper food, refuse, and other attractant storage necessary?

A.
For your own safety and that of others, it is necessary to acceptably store your unattended food, refuse, and attractants from bears and other wildlife species. When easily digestible and high-calorie foods can be found in camps, wildlife learn to favorably associate camps with satisfying food requirements for themselves and/or their young. This association between people and food becomes a problem, for both people and wildlife. Bears that become habituated to food, refuse and other attractants, rarely survive because of adverse interactions with humans.

Q.  
What will the Information and Education Working Group do?

A. The Food Storage Information and Education Working Group will help inform, educate, and involve interested individuals, groups, and organizations prior to the implementation of the Food Storage Order in 2007.  With the Working Group, the Forest will build a network and a plan, within the sideboards of the Food Storage Order, to distribute information that will help people succeed in complying with the Order.  
Q.
When will the expanded food storage order take effect?

A.
The order will be signed in March 2007 and will be in effect annually March 1 through December 1 until rescinded. 
Q. 
Will the Forest prepare an environmental assessment (EA)?

A.
The Forest has determined that the Food Storage Order can be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental assessment (EA) or an environmental impact statement (EIS) under FSH 1909.15 Chapter 31.1b(1), the Forest Service Handbook on Environmental Policy and Procedures.  This category applies to orders issued pursuant to 36 CFR Part 261 -- Prohibitions to provide short-term resource protection or to protect public health and safety.  This category is one established by the Chief of the Forest Service that also does not require documentation in a NEPA project file or a decision memo.  To ensure all issues and concerns are considered the Forest will continue an informal sensing process by talking with interested individuals, groups and stakeholders
.   

Q. 
Why would the forest require food storage rather than relying on increased information and education?

A.
With the increase of wildlife/human interactions the Forest feels that the threat to human safety is great enough to require proper food storage.  People visiting the forest deserve to know that those visitors before them practiced proper food storage, therefore reducing the likelihood of having encounters with habituated animals.  Forest managers believe increasing information and education efforts in addition to the administrative order will benefit visitors and wildlife.
Q.
Where can I get more specific information about the food storage requirements for recreating in the Gallatin National Forest?

A.
Contact your local Ranger District Office in Bozeman (522-2520), Livingston (222-1892), Big Timber (932-5155), Gardiner (848-7375), or West Yellowstone (823-6961).  Information will also available on the Gallatin National Forest website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin. 
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