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Dear Friends of the Gallatin National Forest:
The Forest Service is beginning another phase in the implementation of the Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan (Travel Plan) through the initiation of the environmental analysis for improvement work proposed for Forest roads and trails.  We are now soliciting public comment on these proposals.  The work being proposed would occur over an approximately 5 year period beginning in 2009 and includes:

1. Construction of the new trail connectors identified in the Travel Plan designed to create loop opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles and mountain bikes.

2. Construction of other trail segments to accommodate the non-motorized and winter opportunities (both snowmobiling and skiing) targeted to be provided by the Travel Plan.

3. Reconstruction of existing roads and trails to accommodate the uses designated by the Travel Plan (e.g. reconstructing a single track trail so that it can accommodate ATVs). 

4. Construction and reconstruction of trailheads and parking facilities needed to accommodate user demand.

5. Surfacing of high priority roads and replacement of culverts to facilitate aquatic fish passage.

6. Restoration and stabilization of certain excess roads not designated for motorized use by the Travel Plan.  

A detailed list of the proposed road and trail improvement work is attached to this letter.  Maps showing the locations of the road and trail segments affected can be accessed at:  www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/?page=projects.  Select “Proposed Road and Trail Improvement Projects Maps.”  Copies of these maps can also be obtained on compact disc (CD) by contacting the Gallatin National Forest Supervisors Office at (406) 587-6701.  

Providing Comments
Comments will be accepted until July 18th, 2008.   To be most helpful, comments should be substantive and specific to the individual proposals being considered for the road and trail system.  They should include:  (1) name, address, telephone number, and organization represented, if any; (2) title of the action (i.e. “Gallatin Road and Trail Work”); (3) specific facts and supporting reasons for me to consider; and (4) signatures.

It’s important to note that the decisions regarding appropriate public uses of these roads and trails were made in the Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan (Record of Decision, 12/2006), which is available for review on the web site identified above.  These decisions are not being revisited in this analysis.  

Written comments should be sent to:

Gallatin National Forest

Attn: Steve Christiansen

P.O. Box 130

Bozeman, MT  59771

Electronic comments can be e-mailed to:  r1_gallatin_comments@fs.fed.us.  Enter the phrase “Gallatin Road and Trail Work” in the subject line.  Comments may also be faxed to (406) 587-6758.  If you have questions please contact Steve Christiansen at (406) 587-6750 or Jonathan Kempff at (406) 587-6732.
Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered.  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that, under the FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be resubmitted with or without name and address.
Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ Mary C. Erickson
	 

	MARY C. ERICKSON
	 

	Forest Supervisor
	 


IMPROVEMENT WORK

FOR ROADS AND TRAILS
Attachment A – General Work Description
The proposed improvement work to be done on Gallatin National Forest roads and trails includes construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of trails; construction of trailheads and parking facilities; reconstruction of roads, and restoration and stabilization of roads, all of which are designed to meet the desired conditions identified by the Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan.  Generally, the work would be scheduled to be performed over a 5 year period beginning in 2009.  The location of where this work is being proposed can be found in Attachment B.  This attachment, Attachment A, describes the type of work involved with the above actions in general terms.

New Trail Construction
New trail corridors were identified in the travel plan.  The final decision maps show the general corridor and endpoints of the new trail connectors.  The Detailed Description Tables identify the users and season of use on the new trails.  The rough location on-the-ground and the construction design standards for the routes will be determined as part of this project.  Mitigation will also be determined as part of this project, like crossing a particular stream with a bridge instead of a ford.  Typically, the actual location on the ground will vary from the corridor identified on the maps due to the additional site specificity for the final location and application of any needed mitigation.

Once a new trail location has been selected, a construction project is prepared with construction requirements, depending on the user, the season of use, and any mitigation.  This heavy construction work is normally accomplished by a local trail contractor or by Forest trail crews.  Outside of Wilderness, excavation will be accomplished by a mix of hand labor with hand tools and small trail-sized excavators, skid-steer loaders, ATV’s and other trail sized machinery.  Inside of Wilderness work will be accomplished with hand labor and hand tools.  Construction of the motorized routes will be accomplished using the most cost effective method, typically with some small mechanized equipment.

Transportation of materials such as bridges could be done with skid steers loaders, ATV’s or helicopters.  The method is usually selected for its safety, cost effectiveness, and timing considerations. Transporting of materials by helicopter inside Wilderness needs to be specifically authorized by the Forest Supervisor informed by a minimum tool analysis.

Rock outcrops within trail corridors are common in mountainous terrain.  Jack hammering, drilling, and blasting rock from the trail tread is a normal operation by licensed Forest or contract crews.  Safety precautions are observed to protect the public and the construction crews.  Jack hammering or motorized drilling inside Wilderness needs to be specifically authorized by the Forest Supervisor informed by a minimum tool analysis.

All machinery, tools, or gear is required to be weed/seed free and is inspected for compliance.

Trail Reconstruction
Some of the existing trails identified for ATV use will be reconstructed to bring the trail to a standard that can safely accommodate their use.  For example, where the existing tread is too narrow, additional width will be constructed.  Where the clearing limits are too tight, additional vegetation will be removed.  Bridges may be installed to protect stream courses.  Where grades are steep and excessive tread erosion is occurring, relocations will be constructed to relax the grade.  

Typical Trail Standards

The following standards are typical of the trails planned to be constructed or reconstructed.

1. ATV Trails:  
(also accommodates most other trail vehicles and uses)

· Single lane: with strategic passing areas on steep sideslopes

· Tread Width: 4’ – 6’ depending on challenge level and terrain

· Clearing limits: 6’ - 8’ horizontal, 8’ – 10’ vertical, depending on vegetation, challenge level and terrain

· Grades:  sustained grades less than 12%, pitches up to 20% on good soils

· Crossings:  Bridges across live streams unless stream substrate is rocky and stable with no aquatic issues, bridges 6’ clear between curbs

2. Pack & Saddle Trails:   (also accommodates motorcycles and mountain bikes)

· Single lane: with strategic passing areas on steep sideslopes

· Tread Width: 2’ – 3’ depending on challenge level and terrain

· Clearing limits: 6’ - 8’ horizontal, 8’ – 10’ vertical, depending on vegetation, challenge level and terrain

· Grades:  sustained grades less than 10%, pitches up to 15% on good soils

· Crossings:  Bridges across live streams unless stream substrate is rocky and stable with no aquatic issues, bridges 7’ clear between handrails, 5’ clear between curbs

3. Motorcycle Trails:

· Geometrically similar to Pack & Saddle Trails

4. Mountain Bikes:

· Geometrically similar to Motorcycle Trails

5. Snowmobile Trails:  (also accommodates skiing and snowshoeing)

· Single or Double lanes: depending on width of grooming, volume of use, and configuration of loops

· Tread Width: 8’ – 20’ depending on single or double lanes and grooming needs

· Clearing limits: Tread width plus 4’ horizontal, 12’ vertical, depending on snow depth, challenge level, vegetation, and terrain

· Grades:  sustained grades less than 12%

· Crossings:  Bridges across streams that melt out during operating season.  Bridge widths equal tread width plus 2 feet and fits groomer

6. Ski/Snowshoe Trails: 

· Single or Double lanes: depending on width of grooming, volume of use, and configuration of loops

· Tread Width: 4’ – 16’ depending on single or double lanes and grooming needs

· Clearing limits: Tread width plus 4’ horizontal, 12’ vertical, depending on snow depth, challenge level, vegetation, and terrain

· Grades:  sustained grades less than 8%, pitches up to 12%.  Flatter for easier courses.

· Crossings:  Bridges across streams that melt out during operating season.  Bridge widths equal tread width plus 2 feet, and fits groomer if used.

Road Reconstruction
Most open roads on the Gallatin were constructed for logging traffic, so their geometry is generally satisfactory.  Most roads are single lane with a sufficient number of turnouts for traffic to pass.  Surfaces range from paved to native.  The intention is for the entry roads to the Forest and to major destination to be hardened to accomadate the use and minimize erosion.  Several key roads have been identified to be hardened.  Roads will be normally be surfaced for the entire designed width, including turnouts, driveway approaches, parking areas, dispersed camping spots, etc.  Depth of aggregate is based on the anticipated use, operating season, and capability of the subgrade soils.  Where aggregates are not locally available as commercial weed free, aggregate sources will be developed on the Forest, if not already available in stockpile.  Additional features along the road may be constructed as needed, such as turnouts, turnarounds at gates, dispersed recreational roadside parking, trailheads for access to trail opportunities, etc.

Construction of Trailheads/Parking Areas

Where trails leave the road system, parking is necessary to keep users from parking along the roads, parking in private driveways, and from parking in front of gates.  The amount of parking is determined by the anticipated volume and type of vehicle on a normal recreational day, a summer Saturday for instance.  Peak times, such as the opening weekend of hunting season, users can expect to find additional parking along the roadside, this is acceptable and anticipated.  Parking capacity may be added over time as use increases or type of use changes.  Because the Travel Plan changed some use patterns, additional trailheads are proposed for construction and for some, the capacity will be increased.  This is particularly true for motorized trailheads for ATV’s.  Since most users bring in ATV’s on trailers, additional capacity and geometry is needed.
Road and Trail Maintenance
Specific routine maintenance on roads and trails will not be identified in this document. This work is continually being accomplished by the Forest, along with contractors, volunteers, partners, commercial users, and private landowners.  This work is necessary to accommodate and protect recreational users, minimize effects to adjacent resources, protect the investment in the facility, and to provide administrative access for services and emergencies.  Maintenance includes work such as removing blow-down, brushing, surface grading, keeping drainage improvements functioning properly, keeping structures like bridges, cattleguards, gates, etc functioning properly, and maintaining signing.

Road Restoration & Stabilization, and Decommissioning 

The primary purpose of road restoration & stabilization is to minimize sediment production from open or closed road surfaces, including cut and fill slopes, and to restore or maintain historic hydrologic function.  The additional step of decommissioning removes the road from the long-term road system and places the land back into adjacent land management objectives.  Roads not needed for the long-term management of the National Forest will be decommissioned.

Treatment Type I:  This treatment is applied to roads that will remain open to administrative traffic but closed to public highway vehicles.  Roads may be designated for motorized trail uses.

· Install driveable cross drains on the road grades.  Armor drainage dips as needed to improve functionality.

· Lightly scarify road surface for seeding

· Seed scarified surfaces

· Block entrance road entrance with gate

Treatment Type II:  This treatment is for closing roads that may be reused in the future or for roads that will be decommissioned and of low risk to sediment production into stream courses. 

· Remove road surface compaction by ripping road to 12” depth.  

· Remove at risk culverts from drainages and remove road fills within drainage.

· Plug and store ditch relief culverts for future use.  

· Install frequent cross drains. 

· Slash road surfaces.  

· Seed any exposed soils.

· Block road entrances with an earthen berm, ripping and slashing, recountouring & slashing, or a mix.

Treatment Type III:  This treatment is used for closing roads and decommissioning them from the system.  It may also be used on road segments where at high risk for mass wasting into stream courses, even though the entire road may remain on the road system.

· Recontour the prism to original ground profile as close as practical.  This is usually considered to be around ¾ of the original on this Forest.

· Remove all drainage structures and dispose of them.  

· Remove all fills from drainages to as close to the original geometry as practical.

· Armor stream bottom if needed to prevent excessive erosion

· Slash open soils

· Seed open soils  

IMPROVEMENT WORK

FOR ROADS AND TRAILS
Attachment B – Work Description by Area
Note:  The Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan decision and maps referenced below can be viewed at:  www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/?page=projects.  Select “Proposed Road and Trail Improvement Projects Maps.”
Emigrant Gulch Area (Absaroka Mountain Range, Map ABS-1)
The proposal for the Emigrant Gulch area is to construct the ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike trail from upper Arrastra down to Emigrant Gulch (about 2.5 miles) and to do maintenance work on about 2.0 miles of existing trail (see map ABS-1 at the Gallatin Forest website).  This proposal is designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Mill Creek Travel Planning Area which is to “Provide 1 or 2 ATV/motorcycle loop trails within the area.”  This connector route is also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

Gardiner Basin Area (Absaroka Mountain Range, Map ABS-2)

The proposal for the Gardiner Basin area is to establish, clear and mark about 18 miles of cross-country ski trail in the Jardine area.  Ski trails begin near the Pine Creek Trailhead and generally run to the northeast using the Bear Creek Road #493, the Ash Mountain Road #6976, and the Darroch Creek Road #6962 (see map ABS-2 at the Gallatin Forest website).  This work includes about 3.0 miles of trail reconstruction and 3.0 miles of maintenance.  This proposal is designed to facilitate cross-country skiing opportunities in this area consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Gardiner Basin Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan, Detailed Description of the Decision, page II-96, and Final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses). 

Suce Creek Area (Absaroka Mountain Range, Map ABS-3)

The proposal for the Suce Creek area is to construct a winter parking facility for cross-country skiers wishing to use winter routes along the Suce Creek Road #201 and the Baldy Basin Trail #44, outside of Wilderness (see map ABS-3 at the Gallatin Forest website).  The parking facility would be designed to accommodate up to 6 vehicles and be located along the Suce Creek Road at the National Forest boundary.  This proposal is designed to facilitate access to cross-country skiing opportunities in this area consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Mission Creek Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan, Detailed Description of the Decision, page II-149, and Final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses).

Bangtails Area (Bridger-Bangtails Mountain Ranges, Map BBG-1)

Proposed work in the Bangtails area consists of the following:

1. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Jackson Creek, Grouse Creek, Willow Creek, and Bangtail Creek ATV loop trails.  Work to be done includes about 5.8 miles of new trail construction, 3.1 miles of trail reconstruction, and 8.2 miles of trail maintenance.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 49 miles of recreation opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes in the Bangtail Mountains.  (Map BBG-1)

2. Resurfacing of the Jackson Creek Road #977 from the county road to the Jackson Creek Trailhead, about 3 miles.  Resurfacing involves adding coarse aggregate to improve drivability and reduce sediment production.  (Map BBG-1)

3. Construction of about 0.5 miles of motorcycle/mountain bike trail from the Bangtail Divide Trail #504 at the head of Stone Creek in Section 18, T1S, R8E down to the Bishop Park Road #1760.  The proposal, in combination with #1 above and suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 49 miles of opportunities for motorcycles and mountain bikes.  (Map BBG-1)
4. Construction of two 10 vehicle parking facilities in Sec. 28, T1S, R8E in upper Jackson Creek, and Sec. 25, T1N, R7E in upper Miles Creek for ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers wishing to access Bangtail area loop trails.  (Map BBG-1)
The ATV and motorcycle trail construction, reconstruction and maintenance proposals are designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Goal 1, and Objectives 1-1 and 1-2 for the Bangtails Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-15).  In summary, this goal and associated objectives are designed to primarily provide opportunities for pleasure driving, ATV, motorcycle and mountain bike use in this area.  New trail construction is supported by Objective 1-2 which recognized a need to provide about 5 miles of additional ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike connector routes to create loops.  The connector and loop routes are also identified in the route tables for the Bangtails Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-18 and II-19) and are shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

Resurfacing of the Jackson Creek Road is responsive to GNF Travel Plan Goal 4 for the Bangtails Travel Planning Area which is to: “Provide a road and trail system that accommodates traffic consistent with protecting soil and watershed condition.”  It also responds to forest-wide Travel Plan Goal D and Objective D-3 (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11) which direct maintenance of a road and trail system to be consistent with Forest Plan goals for water quality, wildlife habitat, fish habitat, threatened and endangered species recovery, and historical resources.
As stated above, the construction of 2 parking areas is designed to accommodate ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers wishing to access Bangtail area loop trails.
Bridger Ridge Area (Bridger-Bangtails Mountain Ranges, Map BBG-2)

The proposal for the Bridger Ridge area is to mark, on the ground, the location of the Bridger Ridge Hiking Trail #513 where needed.  This trail runs along the ridge of the Bridger Mountains from the “M” at the southern end, to Sacagawea Peak in the north-central part of the Range.  Marking activity is designed to help hikers locate and stay on the Bridger Ridge Trail.  Hiking is emphasized on this route as identified on the route tables for the West Bridger North and West Bridger South Travel Planning Areas (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-191 and II-195). 

Fairy Lake Area (Bridger-Bangtails Mountain Ranges, Maps BBG-3 and BBG-4)

Proposed work in the Fairy Lake area consists of the following:

1. Construction of an ATV connector trail from the Fairy Lake Road #74 (about 1.4 miles) to the Fairy Lake Trail #500.  Then maintenance work on about 2 miles of the Fairy Lake Trail from the end of the new construction to the Central Camp Road #6607.  (Map BBG-3)

2. Construction of a motorcycle connector trail from the Central Camp Road #6607 to the Upper Brackett Creek Trail #525 (about 2.5 miles).  (Map BBG-3)

3. Construction of snowmobile connector trails from the Fairy Lake Road #74 at the Carrol Creek Road #75 and from the Cache Creek Road #1774 to the Fairy Lake Trail #500 (about 4.2 miles).  (Map BBG-4)

4. Construction of two trailhead facilities that would accommodate 10 vehicles each.  The first, South Bridger Bowl Trailhead would be located in the northeast corner of Sec. 3, T1N, R7E, just south of the Bridger Bowl Ski Area parking lot.  The second, Lower Fairy Creek Trailhead would be located in Section 30, T2N, R7E at the junction of the Cache Creek Road #1775.  (Map BBG-3)

5. Construction of a trailhead facility that would accommodate 6 vehicles at the junction of the Carrol Creek Road #75 with Fairy Lake Road #74 in Section 24, T2N, R6E.  (Map BBG-3)

6. Effectively close and restore 13 miles of excess project roads within the Fairy Lake area using Treatment Types #I-III.  (Map BBG-3)

The new ATV and motorcycle trail construction and maintenance proposals are designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Fairy Lake Travel Planning Area which is to “Provide 1 to 3 designated ATV and/or motorcycle routes (Travel Plan Decision, page II-67).  The connector routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

The new snowmobile trail construction proposals are designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Objective 2-2 for the Fairy lake Travel Planning Area which is to “Provide a system of 2 to 4 snowmobile loop trails and a connector route to the Flathead Pass area” (Travel Plan Decision, page II-67).  The connector routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses.

Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11).  The work to be done will be on portions of the road system shown as green on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

The proposed new trailhead facilities are designed to provide vehicle parking for the public who are using area trails in accordance with the designated uses established by the GNF Travel Plan.
Johnson Canyon Area (Bridger-Bangtails Mountain Ranges, Maps BBG-5 and BBG-6)

Proposed work in the Johnson Canyon area consists of the following:

1. Construction of the upper Johnson Canyon and Johnson to Felix ATV loop connector trails.  Work to be done includes about 2.5 miles of new trail construction, and 2.6 miles of trail reconstruction.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 11 miles of recreation opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes in the Johnson Canyon area of the north Bridger Mountain Range.  (Map BBG-5)

2. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility in Sec. 36, T3N, R5E in Johnson Canyon (just inside the Forest boundary) for ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers wishing to access area loop trails.  (Map BBG-5)
3. Resurfacing of the Johnson Canyon Road #6930 from the end of the county road to the Johnson Canyon Trailhead, about 2 miles.  Resurfacing involves adding coarse aggregate to improve drivability and reduce sediment production.  (Map BBG-5)

4. Construction of a new stock and hiking trail from the Johnson Canyon Trailhead south to the North Cottonwood Trailhead, about 3 miles. (Map BBG-6)

The new ATV trail construction proposals are designed to provide the loop opportunities identified in the route tables for the West Bridger North Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-190 and II-191).  These routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses. 

The proposed new parking facility is designed to provide vehicle parking for the public who are using Johnson Canyon and Felix Canyon area trails in accordance with the designated uses established by the GNF Travel Plan.

Resurfacing of the Johnson Canyon Road is responsive to forest-wide Travel Plan Goal D and Objective D-3 (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11) which direct maintenance of a road and trail system to be consistent with Forest Plan goals for water quality, wildlife habitat, fish habitat, threatened and endangered species recovery, and historical resources.

The proposed construction of the Johnson Canyon/North Cottonwood stock and hiking trail is designed to provide a non-motorized connector route between Johnson Canyon and the North Cottonwood Creek area, consistent with GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-3 for the West Bridger North Travel Planning Area, (Travel Plan Decision, page II-187).  Currently there is no National Forest System trail connecting the Johnson Canyon area with the trail system to the south in the Bridger Mountain Range.
Cooke City Area (Beartooth Mountains, Maps BTH-1 and BTH-2)

Proposed work in the Cooke City area consists of the following:

1. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Cooke City area ATV trails.  Work to be done includes construction of the Henderson Mountain Connector Trail, about 0.2 miles; reconstruction of the Miller Creek loop trails; about 2.1 miles, and 6.0 miles of trail maintenance/improvement work.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 23 miles of recreation opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes in the Cooke City area.  (Map BTH-2)
2. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility just off the beginning of the Lake Abundance Road #3219 for multiple uses of areas to the north.  (Map BTH-1)
3. Establishment, clearing and marking of Woody Creek area ski trails including about 2.1 miles of trail reconstruction and 1.2 miles of trail maintenance.  Once completed, the Woody Creek area would provide about 6.7 miles of ski/snowshoe opportunity.  (Map BTH-2)
The new ATV trail construction, reconstruction and maintenance proposals are designed to provide the connector and loop opportunities identified in the route tables for the Cooke City Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-49 and II-50).  These routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.  The summer recreation use goal for this travel planning area is to emphasize regulated motorized/mountain bike use to the north of Highway 212 (id. page II-46).

The proposed new parking facility is designed to provide vehicle parking for the public who are using the roads, trails and area to the north of Daisy Pass in accordance with the designated uses established by the GNF Travel Plan.

The establishment of Woody Creek area ski trails is consistent with Cooke City Travel Planning Area Goal 2 (Travel Plan Decision, page II-46) for winter recreation which emphasizes cross-country skiing opportunities south of Highway 212.  It is also consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Cooke City Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan, Detailed Description of the Decision, page II-51, and Final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses).
Deer Creeks Area (Beartooth Mountains, Maps BTH-3 and BTH-4)

Proposed work in the Deer Creeks area consists of the following:

1. Construction of the Wepler connector trail (about 0.8 miles) between the Wepler Road #2551 and the Lodgepole Trail #124 in Section 23, T3S, R14E to accommodate motorcycle, mountain bike, foot and stock use.  (Map BTH-3)
2. Maintenance work on the entire motorcycle trail system within the Deer Creeks area to correct any safety issues (about 4.0 miles of work out of the 20 miles of opportunity provided).  (Map BTH-3)
3. Construction of a 6 vehicle parking facility (trailhead) along the North Fork of Derby Gulch Road in Sec. 33, T2S, R15E for ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers wishing to use area loop trails.  (Map BTH-4)
4. Construction of the following ATV connector trails (about 24 miles total): Tie Cutter Gulch (from the end of the West Bridger Road #448 over Tie Cutter Gulch and down into Deer Creek); North Fork to Tie Cutter (from the new trailhead on the North Fork of the Derby Gulch Road to the Derby Mountain Trail #126 in the center of Sec. 35, T2S, R15E), and upper Derby ATV connector trails (Sections 9, 10, 15 and 16, T3S, R15E).  (Map BTH-4)
5. Reconstruction of the ATV portion of the Derby Mountain Trail #126 (from the center of Sec. 35, T2S, R15E to the north line of Sec. 9, T3S, R15E).  (Map BTH-4)
The new ATV, motorcycle trail construction, reconstruction and maintenance proposals are designed to provide the connector and loop opportunities identified in the route tables for the Deer Creeks Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-58).  These routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.  

The proposed new parking facility is designed to provide vehicle parking primarily for motorized users wanting to use the loop trail system that begins off of the North Fork of Derby Gulch Road.

Porcupine Area (Crazy Mountain Range, Map CRZ-1)

The proposal for the Porcupine area is to relocate portions of the Porcupine-Lowline Trail #267 between the Ibex and Porcupine trailheads to correspond with final rights-of-way.  Some portions of the trail may be shifted onto National Forest land to the east. Currently, the trail passes through large portions of private lands with fences, gates, past harvest and road building and needs to be remarked and reconstructed.  Under the decision for the Gallatin Travel Plan this trail is to provide opportunities for motorcycle, mountain bike, stock and foot use (Travel Plan Decision, page II-111).  Work would involve about 5.2 miles of new trail construction, 2.6 miles of reconstruction and 3.0 miles of maintenance.

Shields River Area (Crazy Mountain Range, Maps CRZ-2 and CRZ-3)

There are two proposals for the Shields River area.  The first is to construct a hiking and stock trail from the Upper Shields River Road #844 to the South Fork of the American Fork Trail #125.  This trail is designed to provide a non-motorized connector route between the Shields River area and the east side of the Crazy Mountains, consistent with GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Shields Travel Planning Area, (Travel Plan Decision, page II-164).  Work to be done includes about 3.3 miles of trail construction, 2.2 miles of reconstruction and 1.6 miles of maintenance.  (Map CRZ-2)

The second proposal is to surface sections of the Shields River Road #844 (from milepost 6 to milepost 20) and the Turkey Creek Road #6634 (entire length) to improve drivability and reduce sediment production, approximately 15.2 miles of work.  The Shields River Road is designated by the Gallatin Travel Plan to primarily provide an opportunity for passenger car travel although other uses are also allowed (Travel Plan Decision, page II-167).  The Turkey Creek Road is to be managed with an emphasis on providing opportunities for high clearance vehicles, ATVs, motorcycles and mountain bikes (id.).  This proposal is responsive to GNF Travel Plan Objective 4-1 for the Shields Travel Planning Area which states:  “Repair damage to road and trail system and schedule maintenance to attain conditions that are non-erosive” (Travel Plan Decision, page II-164).  It is also responsive to Objective 3-1 for this Travel Planning Area (id., page II-164) which states “reduce contributed sediment from the road and trail system in the upper Shields and Smith Creek watersheds to achieve Yellowstone cutthroat trout habitat at 90% of its potential habitat capability”.  (Map CRZ-3)
Smith Creek Area (Crazy Mountain Range, Map CRZ-4)

Proposed work in the Smith Creek area consists of the following:

1. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Bitter Creek, Honey Run, and East Fork ATV loop trails.  Work to be done includes about 2.3 miles of new trail construction, 1.3 miles of trail reconstruction, and 10.0 miles of trail maintenance.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 34 miles of recreation opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes in the Smith Creek portion of the Crazy Mountains.  (Map CRZ-4)
2. Effectively close and restore 20 miles of excess project roads within the Smith Creek area using Treatment Types #I-III.  (Map CRZ-4)
3. Construction of about 0.5 miles of motorcycle/mountain bike trail from near the end of the Sunlight Creek Road #6630 to the Shields Lowline Trail #258 in Section 1, T4N, R10E.  The proposal, in combination with #1 above and suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 49 miles of opportunities for motorcycles and mountain bikes.  (Map CRZ-1)
4. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility (trailhead) in Section 31, T6N, R10E, near the start point of the Bitter Creek trails for ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers.  (Map CRZ-4)
The ATV, motorcycle and mountain bike trail construction, reconstruction and maintenance proposals are designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Goal 1, and Objectives 1-1 and 1-3 for the Shields Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-164).  In summary, this goal and associated objectives are designed to primarily provide opportunities for pleasure driving, ATV, motorcycle and mountain bike use in the Smith Creek area.  Objective 1-3 is to restore and designate old roads for motorized opportunities and mountain bike use.  The loop routes are also identified in the route tables for the Shields Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-167 and II-169) and are shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11), and also Objective 3-1 for the Shields Travel Planning Area (id., page II-164) which states “reduce contributed sediment from the road and trail system in the upper Shields and Smith Creek watersheds to achieve Yellowstone cutthroat trout habitat at 90% of its potential habitat capability”.  The work to be done will be on portions of the road system shown as green on map CRZ-3.

As stated above, the construction of a parking area (trailhead) is designed to accommodate ATV riders, motorcyclists and mountain bikers wishing to access area loop trails.
Bozeman Creek Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Map GAL-1)

The proposal for the Bozeman Creek area is to connect the mountain bike trails between the Sections 5 and 7, T4S, R7E and conduct general maintenance where needed on the remainder of this loop trail system.  The work includes about 0.7 miles of new construction and about 3 miles of maintenance.  This proposal is responsive to Objective 1-3 of the GNF Travel Plan for the Bozeman Creek area which states:  “Provide a connector route for mountain bikes across City of Bozeman land in Sec. 5, T4S, R7E” (Travel Plan Decision, page II-29).

Gallatin Roaded Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Maps GAL-2, GAL-3, GAL-4, GAL-6, and GAL-12)

Proposed work in the Gallatin Roaded area consists of the following:

1. Clearing and marking of the Big Bear Snowmobile Trails.  In addition to marking the trails, the work includes about 0.7 miles of new construction and about 1.0 mile of maintenance.  The clearing width for a snowmobile trail is 8 feet. (Map GAL-6)

2. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Little Bear, Storm Castle, and Swan Creek ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike loop trails.  Work to be done includes about 7.9 miles of new trail construction, 6.2 miles of trail reconstruction, and 15.0 miles of trail maintenance.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 77 miles of recreation opportunities for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes in the Gallatin Roaded area.  (Map GAL-2)
3. Surfacing (paving to reduce dusting around the Shenango Helibase) of the lower Storm Castle Road #132 from Highway 191 to the lower trailhead parking (about 0.6 miles). (Map GAL-3)
4. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility (trailhead) in Sec. 28, T4S, R4E at the Shenango administrative site (formerly Squaw Creek Ranger Station) for winter/spring users of the Storm Castle Creek drainage (Map GAL-3)
5. Construction of the snowmobile connector route from the Pine Tree Road #6970  to the Swan Creek Trail#186 along Trail #76 (about 1.5 miles of construction).  Maintenance of about 1.0 miles of the remainder of the route.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 24 miles of snowmobile trail opportunity. (Map GAL-12)

6. Effectively close and restore 3 miles of excess project roads within the Moose/Tamphery/Swan Creek areas using Treatment Types I-III.  (Map GAL-4)
7. Effectively close and restore 25 miles of excess project roads within the Storm Castle, Wilson, and Bear Creek area using Treatment Types I-III.  (Map GAL-2)
The clearing and marking of the Big Bear Snowmobile Trail and construction of the snowmobile connector route from the Pine Tree Road to the Swan Creek Trail#186 is responsive to Goal 2 and Objective 2-1 of the GNF Travel Plan for the Gallatin Roaded Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-85).  The Travel Plan management emphasis for this area in the winter is to provide groomed and marked routes for snowmobiling.  Proposed routes are also shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses.

The ATV, motorcycle and mountain bike trail construction, reconstruction and maintenance proposals are designed to meet GNF Travel Plan Goal 1, and Objectives 1-1 and 1-2 for the Gallatin Roaded Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-85).  In summary, this goal and associated objectives are designed to primarily provide opportunities for pleasure driving, ATV, motorcycle use in this area.  Objective 1-2 is to provide an extensive system of ATV/motorcycle loop trails.  The loop routes are also identified in the route tables for the Gallatin Roaded Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-90 to II-92) and are shown on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

The surfacing of the Storm Castle Road is responsive to GNF Travel Plan Goal 4 for the Gallatin Roaded Travel Planning Area which is to: “Provide a road and trail system that accommodates traffic consistent with protecting soil and watershed condition.”  It also responds to forest-wide Travel Plan Goal D and Objective D-3 (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11) which direct maintenance of a road and trail system to be consistent with Forest Plan goals for water quality, wildlife habitat, fish habitat, threatened and endangered species recovery, and historical resources.

As stated above, the construction of a parking area (trailhead) at the Shenango administrative site is designed to accommodate winter users of the Storm Castle Creek drainage.  In other words, this will serve as a launch point for snowmobilers, skiers, and snowshoers wishing to travel further up the drainage.
Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11), and also Goal 3 and Objectives 3-1, 3-2, and 3-3 for the Gallatin Roaded Travel Planning Area (id., page II-85) In summary this goal and objectives emphasize reducing contributed sediment from the road and trail system to provide habitat for westslope cutthroat trout in the West Fork of Wilson Creek and to provide for beneficial uses in all other streams.  The work to be done will be on portions of the road system shown as green on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

Hyalite Area  (Gallatin Mountain Range, Maps GAL-5, GAL-6, and GAL-13)

Proposed work in the Hyalite area consists of the following:

1. Construction of 4x4 connector roads in the Moser Jumpoff and Langohr areas.  Work involves 1.1 miles of new high clearance vehicle road construction to create loops within the existing open road system.  (Map GAL-5)
2. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Buckskin and Lick Creek ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike loop trails.  Work to be done includes about 1.4 miles of new trail construction, 1 mile of trail reconstruction, and 0.8 miles of trail maintenance.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes, will facilitate approximately 18 miles of recreation opportunity for ATVs, motorcycles, and mountain bikes on this route system.  (Map GAL-5)
3. Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of Hyalite area ski trails.  Work involves about 2 miles of ski trail construction, 5 miles of reconstruction and 15 miles of maintenance.  The proposal, in combination with suitable existing routes will provide 44 miles of cross-country ski trails within the Hyalite drainage.  (Map GAL-13)
4. Construction of two six vehicle parking facilities (trailhead) at Wildhorse and Hood Creek Trailheads and expansion of the existing facilities at the Lick Creek and History Rock Trailheads to accommodate about 5 additional vehicles each.  (Maps GAL-5 & GAL-13)
5. Effectively close and restore 20 miles of excess project roads within the within the Hyalite area using Treatment Types #I-III.  (Map GAL-5)
6. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility at the southern end of Hyalite Reservoir just south of Chisolm campground in Section 23, T4S, R6E, to accommodate fisherman, mountain bikers and other dispersed users away from the campgrounds and Hyalite Road turnouts.  (Map GAL-5)
The construction of 4x4 connector roads in the Moser Jumpoff and Langohr areas are designed to create loop opportunities for high-clearance vehicle travel in the Hyalite area, consistent with the route tables for the Hyalite Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-105) and the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

The construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of the Buckskin and Lick Creek ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike trails are designed to create loop opportunities for these users in the Hyalite area, consistent with the route tables for the Hyalite Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, pages II-105 and II-106) and the Final Travel Plan decision maps for summer motorized and non-motorized uses.

Construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of Hyalite area ski trails is responsive to Hyalite Travel Planning Area Goal 2 and Objective 2-3 (Travel Plan Decision, page II-102) for winter recreation which emphasizes cross-country skiing opportunities.  It is also consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Hyalite Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, pages II-105 to II-107, and the final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses).

The construction of parking facilities at the Wildhorse and Hood Creek Trailheads are designed to accommodate users of these trails.  Currently there are no adequate parking areas at these trailheads.  The expansion of the parking facilities at the Lick Creek and History Rock Trailheads are proposed to accommodate increasing use of these trails. The construction of a parking facility at the southern end of the Hyalite Reservoir is designed to accommodate fisherman, mountain bikers and other dispersed users away from the campgrounds and Hyalite Road turnouts 

Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11).  The work to be done will be on portions of the road system shown as green on the Final Travel Plan decision map for summer motorized uses.

North Dry Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Map GAL-7)

The proposal for the North Dry area is to reconstruct portions of the Eightmile Trail #132 from the lower trailhead to the upper trailhead.  Under the decision for the Gallatin Travel Plan this trail is to provide opportunities for mountain bike, stock and foot use (Travel Plan Decision, page II-204).  Work would involve about 2.7 miles of trail reconstruction.

Cutler Lake Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Map SAW-1)
The proposal for the Cutler Lake area is to construct a parking facility alongside the County Road near Cutler Lake and establish/maintain a trail system for mountain bike, stock and foot use.  Work to be done includes about 1.5 miles of new trail construction, 1.8 miles of trail reconstruction, and 1.8 miles of trail maintenance.  This proposal is consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Yankee Jim Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, page II-199, and the final Travel Plan decision map for non-motorized uses).

Rock/Tom Miner Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Maps GAL-8, GAL-9, and SAW-2)

Proposed work in the Rock/Tom Miner area consists of the following:

1. Construction of the mountain bike connector trail from the South Rock Creek road to the existing Fisher Wagon Route Trail #276.  Work involves 1.3 miles of new construction to create a mountain bike loop opportunity.  (Map GAL-8)
2. Construction of a 10 vehicle parking facility on the State land Section 16, T8S, R6E along the Tom Miner Road. (Map SAW-2) 

3. Construction of the Lower Sawtooth Stock Trail from the new parking facility to the existing Sawtooth Trail #297.  Work involves 3.4 miles of new construction.  (Map SAW-2)
4. Effectively close and restore 8 miles of excess project roads within the within the Soldier Creek/Twin Peaks road system using Treatment Type #5.  (Map GAL-9)
The proposal for construction of the mountain bike connector trail is consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Tom Miner/Rock Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, page II-185, and the final Travel Plan decision map for non-motorized uses).

The proposal for a 10 vehicle parking facility along the Tom Miner Road and construction of a new lower Sawtooth Stock Trail is designed to provide a trailhead and designated route of travel to National Forest land at Trail #297.

The proposal to close and restore 8 miles of roads is responsive to GNF Travel Plan Goal 3 and Objective 3-1 for the Tom Miner/Rock Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, page II-182).  The goal is to maintain a network of open roads and trails that would provide for grizzly bear and other wildlife habitat security. 

Trail Creek/Bear Canyon Area (Gallatin Mountain Range, Maps GAL-10 and GAL-11)

There are two proposals for the Trail Creek/Bear Canyon area.  The first is to construct a hiking and stock trail from the ridge above Bear Lakes to the existing North Trail Creek Trail.  This trail is designed to provide a foot and horse trail connecting the Bear Canyon area to the North Fork of Trail Creek, consistent with GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Bear Canyon Travel Planning Area, (Travel Plan Decision, page II-20).  The route eliminates the need for roaded access through the North Trail Creek private road system.  Work to be done includes about 5 miles of trail construction.  (Map GAL-11)

The second proposal is to construct a non-motorized trail from the Trail Creek County Road to the end of the existing trail at Chestnut Mountain.  This trail is designed to provide a mountain bike, foot and horse trail connecting Chestnut Mountain to Trail Creek, consistent with GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-3 for the Bear Canyon Travel Planning Area, (Travel Plan Decision, page II-20).  Work to be done includes about 4.1 miles of trail construction and 1 mile of trail reconstruction.  (Map GAL-10)

Hebgen Basin Area (Henry’s Lake Mountain Range, Maps HEN-1 and HEN-2)

There are three proposals for the Hebgen Basin area.  The first is to clear and mark the Bakers Hole Ski Trail which will run along the Yellowstone Park boundary from West Yellowstone to Bakers Hole Campground.  This trail is consistent with and displayed on the final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses.  Work to be done includes about 3 miles of trail clearing.  (Map HEN-1)

The second proposal is to effectively close and restore about 25 miles of excess project roads within the Hebgen Basin area using Treatment Types #I-III.  Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11).  (Map HEN-2)
The third proposal is to construct about a 0.25 mile ATV route connector segment running  parallel to the Madison Arm Road in Sec. 1, T13S, R4E.  This proposal completes an ATV loop opportunity without the safety hazard of mixing ATVs and larger vehicles on the Madison Arm Road.  The trail connector is consistent with and displayed on the final Travel Plan decision map for summer uses.    (Map HEN-2)
Lionhead Area (Henry’s Lake Mountain Range, Maps HEN-3 and HEN-4)

There are two proposals for the Lionhead area.  The first is to construct an ATV/motorcycle/mountain bike connector trail from the Contour Road #1718 to the Denny Creek Road #1735 in Sec. 25, T12S.  This trail is designed to create a loop opportunity for ATVs, motorcycles and mountain bikes, consistent with route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Lionhead Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, pages II-128 to II-129, and the final Travel Plan decision map for motorized uses)..  Work to be done includes about 0.3 miles of trail construction.  (Map HEN-3)

The second proposal is to construct a non-motorized trail parallel to the Ski Hill Trail #114.  This proposal is responsive GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Lionhead Travel Planning Area (Travel Plan Decision, page II-125) which is to establish a non-motorized trail route to serve as the Continental Divide Scenic Trail (CDNST) off existing motorized Trail #114.   (Map HEN-4)
Mile Creek Area (Henry’s Lake Mountain Range, HEN-5)

The proposal for the Mile Creek area is to mark and construct a new route on National Forest from the Mile Creek Trail #214 to Reynolds Pass and the Reynolds Pass Trailhead on the Targhee National Forest.  The purpose of this proposal is to remove the Continental Divide Trail from off of the Mile Creek Road and Highway 87.  (Map HEN-5)
Buck Ridge Area (Madison Mountain Range, Maps MAD-1 and MAD-2)

There are two proposals for the Buck Ridge area.  The first is to construct new ATV trails from the upper Buck Creek Trailhead in Sec. 31, T7S, R4E to the Third Yellowmule Trail #157.  This trail is designed to provide a series of ATV, motorcycle and mountain bike loops by providing an alternative connector route between the Yellowmule Trails #157 and #162 to the north of the Buck Ridge Trail #10 and the Inspiration Divide Trail #8.  This proposal is responsive to GNF Travel Plan Objective 1-2 for the Big Sky Travel Planning Area, (Travel Plan Decision, page II-24), which is to provide an ATV/motorcycle connector trail from the Buck Ridge Trail into the First, Second and Third Yellowmule Creek drainages.  It is also consistent with the route-by-route management direction established in the GNF Travel Plan for the Big Sky Travel Planning Area (See GNF Travel Plan Decision, page II-27, and the final Travel Plan decision map for motorized uses).  Work to be done includes about 9 miles of trail construction, 3.9 miles of reconstruction and 0.3 miles of maintenance.  (Map MAD-1)

The second proposal is to relocate the lower Buck Ridge Snowmobile and ATV Trail to the west generally following Trail #906 road reservation location.  As part of the Big Sky land exchange the Forest Service acquired and reserved a road location easement between the Buck Creek Ridge Parking Lot on Hwy 191 to the Buck Creek Ridge Road on national forest land in Sec. 32, T7S, R4E.  The proposal here is to relocate the trail to this easement.  This proposal involves about 2.2 miles of trail reconstruction and 0.7 miles of maintenance.  (Map MAD-2)
Pika Point Area (Madison Mountain Range, Map MAD-3)

The proposal for the Pika Point area is to relocate the portion of the Minnie Wapiti Trail #203 from the Oil Well Road Trail #68 to Pika Point to accommodate ATVs.  Work to be done includes about 1 mile of trail reconstruction and 0.5 miles of maintenance.  (Map MAD-3)
Sage Creek Area (Madison Mountain Range, Map MAD-4)

The proposal for the Sage Creek area is to construct a snowmobile connector trail from the Sage Creek parking lot at Highway 191 to the Oil Well Road Trail #68.  Reasons for this proposal is to route snowmobiles above moose winter range in the lower Taylor Fork drainage and to eliminate the need for snowmobiles to travel along the plowed Taylor Fork Road to the Wapiti Road #2522.  The reroute is consistent with and shown on the final Travel Plan decision map for winter uses.  Work to be done includes 2.8 miles of snowmobile trail construction and 2.4 miles of reconstruction.  (Map MAD-4)

Pole Gulch Area 

The Pole Gulch area proposal includes Treatment type III closure of 8 miles of excess project roads in the Miller Creek and Pole Gulch areas.  This will include rip/drain/seed/slash and pull culverts.  

Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11), and also Objective 5-1 for the Yellowstone Travel Planning Area (id., page II-200) which states “repair damage to road and trail system and schedule maintenance to maintain conditions that are non–erosive.”   

West Pine Area 

The West Pine area proposal includes Treatment type III closure of 2 miles total of excess project roads in West Pine Creek.  The work will include re-contouring junctions with Road #978, rip/drain/seed/slash remaining roads (ATV encroachment on existing closed project roads). 

Proposed road closure and restoration work is supported by forest-wide GNF Travel Plan Objective D-1 which states:  “Close and rehabilitate existing roads that are in excess to administrative, recreation and access needs” (Travel Plan Decision, page I-11), and also Objective 5-1 for the Yellowstone Planning Area (id., page II-200) which states “repair damage to road and trail system and schedule maintenance to maintain conditions that are non–erosive.”   
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