[image: image1.png]@

UnitsStates  Forest Supersisor’s Ofice
Departmentor  Serviee 10 Fast Babeock
Agricutors P.0.Box 130

Boséman, MT 59771

FileCades 1950-3
Date: January 4, 2005

Dear Inerested Pary,

Enclosed is a copy of the Main Boulder Fuels Reducton Projec Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS) and Record of Desision (ROD) for your review. The FEIS and ROD address the cfects of
implementing a hazardous fuel redction project on p 0 250 acres in fifty ane separale units on
National Forest System lands outside of the Absaroka-Beartooth Wiklemess in the wildiand/urban
iterface areas along the Main Boulder River Corridor. The projec arc i adjacent o the Boulder River,
Cncompassing a disance of approximately 24 miles by % mile and s located approximaely 30 miles
Sonhnwest o Big Tirber, Montana on the Big Timber Ranger District of the Gallatin National Forest
The legal description for the project is T3S RI2E, T48 R 12 E, TSS RI2E, and T6S RIZE P.M, Sweet
Grass and Park Countis, MT. Fuel management reatments would oceur fom the forest boundary nac
{he Natural Bridge Resreation Sit, south o the Bo Canyon Guard Staton.

Treatments associated with my selested altemative would cansist of:

Stand density reduction, wilzing ground-based harvest equipment, would oscur on approximately 1060
acres on slopes up to 35%. Approximately 1040 e on slopes greater than 35% andlor aress not
operable by conventional ground-based equipment would b treated with other methods. A minimum of
1510 20 percen of the planned screage for cach unit will be lef unteated to provide diversity across the
andscapo and mainiain undisturbed habitat.

Coniers would b slashed and prescribed burning acivties would aceus on approximatcly 400 acees of
‘meadow type habitats.

In additon to reducing surface fuel loading by commercial thinning and salvaging large diameter rees,
small-diameter fuel reduction will occur in cach unit. Understory buming andlor pile buming would
occu in conjunction with the thinnag activiics.

Aspen clones would bave conifrs removed witkin a radus of 100-feet in order fo encourage aspen
regeneration.

Commercial harvest operaions ar expected o requirethe construcion of emporary roads. A maximum
of 7.4 miles of temporary road may be construced o aceess the areas proposed for mechanical fuels
{restment using conventional grousd-based logging systems. No new permanent road consiuction wil

Collaboration with the public has been an imporant part of this project. My selected alterative was.
doveloped with input from acjacent private landasiners, th local watershed association, as well a5 siate,
‘county, and ocal offcials and group.

Tantcipatethe project 10 take 5-7 years to complet, beginning i the winter of 2005.

Caring ot Land udSeving Peple e——
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of the project are o

1. Provide for public and frefighter safety by minimizing the probbility and effects of future
uman-caused fir stars and/or helping 1 reducethe intensity of a potential wildland i leaving
the wildemess and enteing the wildland/urban interfaceof the Main Boulder River Corridor

2. Extend the potential time available for evacuation i the event of a wildfir by reducing the fire
hazard along the Main Boulder Road.

3. Reduce fuel loadings and bresk up the compositon of vertical and horizontal fucls in the sver
coridor, where possibl.

The FEIS anslyzes the proposed ection (Altemative B) and the no action (Alfemative A) aliemaives,
along with seven ather acion altematives considered but dropped from detiled analysis. Based on he
amalyts prosented in the FEIS, my seletcd altemative is Altemative B (proposed action) because it best
‘mectsthe purpose and need for thepropesaland addresses th issues considered in the analysis.

Copics of the FEIS and ROD are available on the Interme at hitpffwww.f fed usirl/gallain on the
Projots and blans page. To request & hard copy of the FEIS or ROD, contact Barbara Ping by phone at
(406) $22-2570, o by leter to Attn: Barbara Ping, Forest Eeology Group, Bozeman Renger District, 3710
Fallon St. Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59715

This decision is subjest to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR. 215 (June 2003). Individuals and organizations that
Submited substantive written o oal comments during the 45-day comment period (36 CTR 2156) for
the Envirommental Asscssment may file an appesl. Comments roceived from an aulhorized
represcntative() of an organization are considered those of the organization only;individual members of
it organization do not meet appeal elgibility requireaeats solely on the basis of membership in an
organization; the member(s) st submit substantive comments as an individual (36 CFR 215.13).

Itisthe appellant’s responsibiliy o provide suficient project- o actvity-specific evidence and rational,
Socusing ot the decision, o show why my decsion should be reversed. The appeal must be filed with the
‘Appeal Deciding Oficer. AL a minimum, the appeal must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR.
2514

A writen appeal, including stachments, must be submittcd t0 the appropriate Appeal Deciding Officer
(36 CFR 215.5) witin 45 days following the publication datc of the legal notiee of the FEIS and this
ecision i the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Bozeman, Montana. 1t i the responsibilty of the appellan to
ensure thei appeal is reccived i a fimely manner. The publication date of the legal oice of the
‘avalability of the FEIS and decision in the newspaper of record i the exclusive means for calculating the
{ime to file an appeal pusuat to 36 CFR 215,15, Appelants should not rely on date or fimeframe.
information provided by any other surce.

Writin appeals must b postmarked by the USS. Postal Service, c-mailed, or ofhervise submitted by
11159 pan. on the last day ofthe appeal period. Hand delivered appels must be time and date imprinted
at the Responsible Offcials offie by the close of usiness on the ast day of the comment peiod.
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USDA Forest Service, Northern Region
ATIN: Appel Deciding Officer

P.0. Box 7669

200 East Broadway

Missoula, MT 59507

Office hours: 7:30 a:m. to 4:00 pan

Flectronic appeals must b submited to: appeals-northern-egional-offie@fs ed us.

In clectronic appeals, the subject line must contain the name of the project being appealed. An automated.
sesponse will confi your electronic sppeal has been received. Electronic appeals must b submited in
MS Word, Word Perfect, or Rich Text Format (RTF). IF the sender doss not receive an automated
acknowlodgement of the recept of comments, it i the séndee’s responsibility to cnsure tinely rceipt by
other means.

Pursuant t0 36 CER 215.9, i 1o appeal i roceived, implementtion of i projoct may begin on, but not
before, five business days from the close of the appeal fling period. 1If an appeal is rceived,
mplehentation may ot oceur for 15 days following the date of the appeal dispositon.

Additonal information i avalable rom Bill Avey, Big Timbes District Ranger, at (406)932-5155.

Sincerely,

Coboaetyoi~
REBECCA HEATH
Forest Supervisor

co: William Avey





