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Hebgen Lake Ranger District Looking to Prescribe Burn In the Red Canyon Area
        Plans are in place for the Hebgen Lake Ranger District to possibly perform a prescribed burn in the Red Canyon area north of Hebgen Lake this fall.   According to Fire Management Officer Fred Jones,   “If the weather permits, the prescribed fire will be used as a tool to reintroduce fire back into the Madison Range that will help maintain vegetative and wildlife diversity.”  Jones went onto say that a low intensity ground fire has been prescribed to reduce encroachment of sub alpine fir on white bark pine trees.   Whitebark pine nuts are an important food source for wildlife, especially grizzly bears.  The burn will provide open areas for Clark’s Nutcrackers to cache whitebark pine seeds which will encourage regeneration of the tree species.     Also, by reducing sub alpine fir that is adjacent to the whitebark pine, fire intensities from naturally occurring fires will be reduced providing less chance of whitebark pine loss.    Another goal of the prescribed burn will be to maintain the mature Douglas-fir trees in the lower elevations of the the area.   
     The public should be aware that the trailheads along the Red Canyon Road as well as the undeveloped campsites in the Red Canyon area may be closed while the fire crews are implementing the prescribed burn.   For more information about the prescribed burn contact Anna Anderson, Assistant Fire Management Officer, Hebgen Ranger District at (406) 823-6974.   
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