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Marna Daley (406) 587-6703
Forest Service Unveils Nez Perce Interpretive 

Sculpture and Hosts Blessing Ceremony 

Cooke City, MT -- On Saturday, October 9, the Gallatin National Forest will be hosting a Blessing Ceremony and unveiling a new sculpture and informational panel at a small Nez Perce National Historic Trail (Autotour Route)  interpretive site, located approximately 3 miles east of Cooke City on the Beartooth Scenic Byway (Highway 212).  

The sculpture and panel interpret the Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail, which was designated by Congress under the National Trails System Act in 1986.  The trail commemorates the 1877 flight of the non-treaty Nez Perce from their homelands in eastern Oregon, Idaho, and Washington across what are today the states of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming.  The sculpture has been created by Abraham Yearout, an accomplished Nez Perce sculptor, who is a direct descendant of Wottolen and Many Wounds, both prominent in the Nez Perce War of 1877.  The Blessing Ceremony will be conducted by Horace Axtell, a Nez Perce spiritual leader.  Mike Penney and his drum group “Nez Perce Nation” will sing and drum.  

The unveiling and Blessing Ceremony are open to the public.  The Ceremony will start at 11:00. Attendees are reminded that the weather at this time of year is variable and may be chilly.  There will be signs on Highway 212, near the site, designating parking. Anyone needing assistance walking from the parking to the site should call the Gallatin National Forest Supervisor’s Office by Friday, October 8. 

For more information, call the Gallatin National Forest, (406) 587-6701.  
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