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For Immediate Release                                       Contact:  Bill Avey, (406) 932-5155

Date:  July 30, 2004 
Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Draft EIS Released


The Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is now available for public review and comment.   The Draft EIS addresses the effects of implementing a hazardous fuels reduction project on up to 2,500 acres of National Forest System lands.  The proposed project is located along the Main Boulder Corridor, 30 miles southwest of Big Timber, MT, outside of the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness.


According to John Allen, Acting Forest Supervisor, “Collaboration with the public has been an important part of this project proposal.  It has been developed with input from adjacent private landowners, the local watershed association, as well as with state, county, and local officials and groups.”


The public will have 45 days for review and comment.  In addition, a field trip to the proposed project is scheduled for Saturday, August 14.  Individuals wishing to attend the field trip should meet at the Big Timber Ranger Station, Highway 10 E, in Big Timber at 9 a.m. and are asked to bring their own transportation and a lunch.  For further details, please call the Big Timber Ranger Station at (406) 932-5155.


Hard copies of the Draft DEIS and CD copies are available at the Bozeman Ranger Station (address on next page) and at the Big Timber Ranger Station.  Electronic copies can also be downloaded from the Gallatin National Forest website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/?page=projects/main_boulder
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Written comments must be postmarked by September 13, 2004 and should be addressed to:



              Barbara Ping, Interdisciplinary Team Leader


 
    Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project



                     Forest Ecology Group, Bozeman Ranger District


                               3710 Fallon Street, Suite C; Bozeman, MT  59718


 
Comments may be submitted electronically through a link on the Forest 

website.  Comments may also be submitted electronically to the following e-mail address: comments-northern-gallatin@fs.fed.us and must be in one of the following formats:  MS Word, Word Perfect, or RTF format.  Please add “Main Boulder” to the subject line when responding via e-mail.
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