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For Immediate Release                                       Contact:  Lorette Ray, (406) 587-6703

Date:  January 26, 2004 
Gallatin National Forest to Host Open House on Lynx Document

The Gallatin National Forest will host an open house on the Northern Rockies Lynx Amendment Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on Tuesday, February 3, 2004.  The open house will be held from 4:30 to 7:30 at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman at 

5 Baxter Lane.  

The Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management recently issued a Draft EIS addressing the conservation and recovery of Canada lynx for 53 million acres of federal land in Idaho, Montana, Utah, and Wyoming.  Called the Northern Rockies Lynx Amendment, the 430-page DEIS considers five alternatives that would add measures to conserve habitat for Canada lynx to management plans for 18 National Forests and 4 BLM units.  The direction would apply to an estimated 18.5 million acres of lynx habitat.

The full and summary documents, along with background documents, are located on the internet at www.fs.fed.us/r1/planning/lynx.html.  To request a complete document, summary document, or CD version of the document, contact Joan Dickerson at the US Forest Service, Northern Regional Office, PO Box 7669, Missoula, MT  59807 or call (406) 329-3314.

The agencies will take comments until April 15, 2004.  Send comments to:  Northern Rockies Lynx Amendment, Northern Region Headquarters, P.O. Box 7669, Missoula, MT  59807, or e-mail comments to comments-northern-regional-office@fs.fed.us (please specify Northern Rockies Lynx Amendment on the subject line).  

A final environmental impact statement and decision are expected later in 2004.
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