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Notices of Violation Issued to More Snowmobilers in Wilderness

Forest Service Law Enforcement and Protection Officers recently issued Notices of Violation to three more snowmobilers who entered the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness (Mount Abundance) near Cooke City, Montana.

According to Gardiner District Ranger Ken Britton, “So far this year, we’ve noted seventeen Wilderness incursions by snowmobilers, and we have issued six Notices of Violation.  I am concerned about keeping quality snowmobile programs viable if we continue to have illegal travel in Wilderness areas.”

Two years ago, the Gardiner Ranger District added a winter law enforcement position to deal with the rising number of Wilderness incursions by snowmobile users outside Cooke City.  Increased patrols and user education have helped solve some of the problem, but more remains to be done.
Wilderness law prohibits use of motorized or mechanized equipment in a Congressionally-designated area such as the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness.  Notices of Violation typically carry a fine of $500 per ticket.  
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