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Court Ruling Allows Mineral Exploratory Drilling to Proceed 

 
Beartooth Platinum Will Drill Sites on Custer and Gallatin National Forests 

  
 U. S. District Court Judge, Richard F. Cebull of Billings, has denied a motion filed 

by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies and the Native Ecosystems Council for a temporary 

restraining order seeking to enjoin mineral exploration on portions of the Gallatin and 

Custer National Forests.  

 Beartooth Platinum Corporation proposes exploratory drilling activities on both 

National Forests.  The Forest Service approved up to 40 sites for exploratory drilling 

during the summer and fall of 2007.  The sites are adjacent to the Stillwater Mine 

patented lands on the East Boulder Plateau, outside of the Absaroka-Beartooth 

Wilderness.  The court ruling allows the proposed mineral exploration to proceed.  

 Drilling equipment will be flown in by helicopter, with the exception of a few 

instances where road access currently exists.  Minimal hazard tree removal and pad 

leveling is necessary.     
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  The two environmental organizations argued that the Forest Service decision 

should be subject to administrative appeal under the Appeals Reform Act.  The Forest 

Service responded that the activities authorized in the Beartooth Platinum project were 

not one of the 10 types of projects which were previously identified as subject to notice, 

comment, and appeal under the Earth Island Court ruling in 2005.    

Judge Cebull rejected arguments by the environmental organizations and 

concluded that the arguments the groups presented are not likely to succeed on their 

legal merits and therefore, denied their motion for a temporary restraining order. 

For more information, please contact Bill Avey, Big Timber District Ranger, 

Gallatin National Forest, at 406-932-5155, or Traute Parrie, Red Lodge District Ranger, 

Custer National Forest at 406-446-2103.  
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