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Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan Release Delayed
Bozeman, MT… Release of the Gallatin National Forest’s Travel Management Plan Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) and Record of Decision has been delayed from mid-August to mid-November.
The Final EIS and Decision are taking longer than expected to complete.  “We’re about 99% there,” said Becki Heath, Gallatin National Forest Supervisor.  “There are a few more things in the field we still need to verify and then we’ll be able to put the finishing touches on the decision.  Once the decision and Final EIS are complete we can go to the printer.  Printing can take six to 8 weeks.” 

Since 2002, the Gallatin National Forest has engaged the public in a travel management planning process which identifies and establishes future opportunities for public recreation and access using the Forest’s road and trail system.   The final Travel Plan will specify how each road and trail will be managed for summer and winter use.  

Public input and further clarification of the major issues have helped craft the decision.  District Rangers considered adjustments to the preferred alternative that were responsive to public comments.  The decision:

· Will provide a broad spectrum of summer and winter recreation opportunities;

· Will respond to changes in recreation demand and participation;

· Will manage travel to achieve desired conditions for biological and physical resources; and 
· Is strongly influenced by public comment received throughout this process.
For further information about the release of the Final EIS and Record of Decision please contact your local Forest Service office or Marna Daley at 406-587-6701.
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