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Gallatin Forest Supervisor Signs OTO Ranch

Forest Plan Amendment Decision

Gallatin National Forest Supervisor Becki Heath signed the decision notice for the Northern Yellowstone Winter Range Acquisition – OTO Tract Forest Plan Amendment Environmental Assessment today.  The decision allocates lands within the acquired OTO Ranch to appropriate management area designations.  It also establishes specific management goals and direction for the 3,265 acre parcel acquired in 1990 through the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.  The OTO Ranch is located 10 miles north of Gardiner, Montana.  

 “The primary intent of the land acquisition was to protect important wildlife habitat and provide access to public lands.   As a result, the majority of the ranch lands will be managed with an emphasis on grizzly bear and big game winter range,” said Gardiner District Ranger Ken Britton.  

A 28 acre area encompassing the historic ranch buildings will be managed to protect the cultural, historic, and natural values of the OTO Ranch homestead, agricultural facilities, and 
dude ranch headquarters.  Established in 1898, the OTO is believed to have been the first dude 
ranch in Montana.  The OTO Ranch was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2004.  
- MORE -

“We have had tremendous volunteer and community support for the OTO since we acquired the property.  It is truly a special place to a lot of people,” Britton said.    “We will continue to provide Forest Service sponsored education and interpretive programs that aid in the renovation and preservation of the historic ranch structures while at the same time provide quality wildlife habitat on the surrounding ranch lands”, he added.  

Seven weeks of Forest Service sponsored activities, including three weeks of overnight use, will be conducted annually between June 15 and October 1.  During the remainder of the year, the acquired ranch lands remain accessible to the public but no organized activities will occur.  

Copies of the decision notice are available on the Gallatin National Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin on the Projects and Plans page.  To request a hard copy of the decision, contact Walt Allen, Gallatin Forest Archeologist, at (406) 587-6941.
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