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Travel Planning Comment Period Extended


Forest Supervisor Becki Heath announced today that she has extended the public comment period for the Gallatin National Forest Travel Management Plan Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 


According to Heath, “Working with the Montana Congressional delegation, I have extended the public comment period until August 1, 2005.   This gives the public an additional 72 days to comment on the proposal.”

Heath added, “Even though we released the preferred alternative last fall, we heard from some users that they needed additional time to get out in the field and look at our proposal.   This extension will ensure that users will be able to access high-elevation trails and destinations when they are free of snow.  The extension will also give us time to do an expanded economic analysis.”  

The Gallatin’s Draft EIS for travel management planning outlines the potential environmental consequences of seven possible alternatives, including a preferred, for managing public access and travel within the Forest.  The public comment period began on February 21, 2005 and was originally scheduled to end in mid-May. 
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