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For Immediate Release                                       Contact:  Lorette Ray, 406-587-6703

Date:  February 14, 2005 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 for Travel Management Planning Released

Copies of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for travel management planning in the Gallatin National Forest are now available for public review and comment.  The Draft EIS package, comprised of six different documents, outlines the potential environmental consequences of seven possible alternatives for managing public access and travel within the Forest.

Individuals who have requested that a copy of the Draft EIS be sent to them (either in hard copy or CD format) should receive their copies sometime this week.   Individuals who did not request copies can visit the Gallatin National Forest website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/travel_planning, or obtain a CD of the complete DEIS by calling (406) 587-6701.  In addition, later this week, when hard copies become available, individuals can also:

· Review a hard copy of the DEIS and large scale alternative maps by visiting any Gallatin National Forest office during regular business hours.

· Review a hard copy at the Bozeman Public Library.

· Check out a hard copy of the DEIS at Gallatin National Forest offices.


The Gallatin National Forest will host ten open houses, during which time the public will have the opportunity to visit with Forest Service staff, ask questions, and submit comments at that time if they so choose.   
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  The open houses, which will take place from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., are scheduled as follows:

     February 23
Cooke City Fire Hall,

Cooke City, MT




Best Western Yellowstone Inn 

1515 West Park St.

Livingston, MT 

     February 24
Holiday Inn (first open house in Bozeman)

5 Baxter Lane

Bozeman, MT

     February 28
Red Lodge/Roberts Senior City




Red Lodge, MT

     March 1

Gardiner Ranger Station




Highway 89 South




Gardiner, MT




Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort




(West Yellowstone Conference Center)




315 Yellowstone Ave.




West Yellowstone, MT

     March 2

Big Timber Ranger Station




Highway 10 East




Big Timber, MT




Ophir School




Off Hwy. 191




Big Sky, MT

     March 3

Holiday Inn (second Bozeman meeting)




5 Baxter Lane




Bozeman, MT




Holiday Inn




Billings Plaza Hotel & Trade Center




5500 Midland Road (off King Ave. exit)




Billings, MT
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A 90-day public comment period will begin February 21, 2005.  This is the third public comment period during the travel management planning process, which began 2-1/2 years ago.

Written comments on the draft alternatives should be sent to:  





Gallatin National Forest





Attn:  Marna Daley





PO Box 130





Bozeman, MT   59771


Electronic comments can be e-mailed to:  comments-northern-gallatin@fs.fed.us.  

Please indicate “Travel Planning” in the subject line.  Comments may also be faxed to (406) 587-6758.

A final decision for public recreation access on roads and trails in the Gallatin National Forest is expected to be made in early 2006.  
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