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Snow Rangers Patrol Winter Trails and Backcountry Areas

Forest Service snow rangers are now on duty patrolling winter trails and backcountry areas in the Madison, Gallatin, Gravelly, and Tobacco Root Mountain Ranges -- as well as the Cooke City area -- in southern Montana. 

According to Kimberly Schlenker, Gallatin National Forest Wilderness and Recreation Program Manager, “Snow rangers maintain trails, post signs, monitor winter use, and help us provide information for increasing numbers of winter users.  Another important thing they do is help us address issues surrounding trespasses into closed areas and Wilderness.”   

Use of motorized or mechanized equipment in any Congressionally-designated Wilderness, such as the Absaroka-Beartooth and Lee Metcalf Wildernesses, is prohibited by law.   Recently, snow rangers cited four snowmobilers for riding in the Lee Metcalf Wilderness in the Upper Tepee Basin portion of the Hebgen Ranger District.  In the Cooke City area, three tickets have been issued for trespass into Wilderness so far this winter. 

Notices of Violation issued for Wilderness incursions typically carry a fine of $500 per ticket.   

While Wilderness boundaries are generally well marked, according to Schlenker, the best thing to do is to carry a map and know your location at all times.  Other snowmobile closures (usually big game winter range) are noted on the Gallatin National Forest Visitor Map. 
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