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Final Decision Released for Noxious & Invasive Weed Control Project


Forest Supervisor Becki Heath recently announced her decision on the Noxious and Invasive Weed Control Final Environmental Impact Statement.  This decision authorizes that  weed treatment may occur annually within the 1.8 million acres of the Gallatin National Forest.  Heath selected Alternative 1, which calls for:

· Treatment of up to 13,250 acres of existing weeds annually with a combination of herbicides, biological control agents, grazing, and mechanical and cultural treatments. 

· Adaptive management to address the treatment of new weed species, new weed patches, and new control methods.

· Broadening control methods to include the use of aerial herbicide application on up to 255 acres.

According to Heath, “Invasive weeds have negative impacts on native plant communities, wildlife habitat, soil and watershed resources, recreation, and aesthetic values.  They decrease wildlife forage, reduce species diversity, and increase soil erosion.  For these reasons, it is imperative to aggressively manage weeds across the Forest.”

Although managers have been treating weeds in the Gallatin National Forest since 1987, this decision greatly expands:

· The weed species that may be treated (from two species to the entire Montana Noxious Weed List).

· The chemicals that may be used, including several additional new target-specific products.

· The acres that may be addressed (from 1,000+ acres to 13,000+ acres).

· And, the methods of weed control including grazing, biological control agents, and aerial applications.

-MORE-

Copes of the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision 

are available on the Gallatin National Forest Website at  http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/?page=projects/weed_control.   CD copies are also available at the Hebgen Lake Ranger District at (406) 823-6961.

-FS-
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