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Decision Available for 

Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project
On August 8, 2005, Forest Supervisor Becki Heath signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project, located in the Boulder River Canyon south of Big Timber on the Gallatin National Forest.  The decision to proceed with implementation of this project is based on the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) recently completed by the Forest Service.

The three primary goals of the project are to:  1) provide for public and firefighter safety by minimizing the probability and effects of future fire starts; 2) extend the time available for evacuation in the event of a wildfire; and 3) reduce fuel loadings in the Main Boulder River corridor.   The decision calls for:

· Thinning of both large and small-diameter trees on up to 2,500 acres.

· Conifer slashing and prescribed burning on approximately 400 acres.

· Removal of conifer trees within a 100-foot radius of aspen clones.

· Construction of up to 7.4 miles of temporary road to access treatment areas. 

Last January, the Forest Supervisor released the original FEIS and Record of Decision for the Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project.    Two appeals of that decision were received.  In April 2005, the Regional Forester reversed the decision, finding a need to supplement the analysis of potential effects on the northern goshawk.    The Forest Service then further analyzed potential effects on the goshawk, and prepared and released a Draft Supplemental EIS in May.   Comments received on the Draft EIS have now been addressed and included in the Final Supplemental EIS issued this week.   

The 24-mile Boulder River Canyon is home to some 250 private homes and structures, 25 permitted recreational residences, four church camps, six Forest Service campgrounds and numerous wilderness trailheads.  On a typical summer weekend 2,000 to 3,000 people occupy the area.  Heavy fuel loads and a large outbreak of Douglas-fir bark beetle characterize the canyon.  A single-lane county road that “dead-ends” at a major Wilderness trailhead serves residents and users of this canyon.  

Collaboration with the public is an important part of the Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project.  The proposal has been developed with input and support from adjacent private landowners, the local watershed association, as well as state, county and local officials and groups.   

Copies of the FSEIS, FEIS and ROD are available from the Forest Service on the internet at http://www.fed.fed.us/r1/gallatin on the Projects and Plans page.  To request a hard copy of these documents, contact Barb Ping, Forest Ecology Group, Bozeman Ranger District, 3710 Fallon St., Suite C, Bozeman, MT 59718.    
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