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Technical Problems Cause Some E-mail Comments To Reject

Gallatin National Forest 

Travel Management Project – Draft EIS

On Monday, August 1, 2005, the public comment period ended for the Gallatin National Forest’s Travel Planning Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  

However, on August 1 and on August 2, thousands of electronic comments that were sent to the Forest’s electronic comment database were not received, due to a technical problem with the computer system that processes incoming e-mail. 
John Allen, Deputy Forest Supervisor, said:  “We apologize for the inconvenience this problem has caused people whose comments were not received.   We value every public comment, and will make every effort to ensure that everyone’s input is received and considered in development of the Final EIS”.

The computer problem has now been fixed.  To recover the electronic comments that were not received, the Forest Service will notify all of the affected individuals, and ask them to please resubmit their input.   People affected by this computer problem and who resubmit their comments, will still have appeal rights.  

Allen added: “Retrieving these comments so they can be analyzed and incorporated into the development of the Final EIS is very important for the Gallatin National Forest.”

To date, approximately 2,000 written comments and 8,000 electronic comments have been received.  “Although the comment period has closed, we will continue listening to people’s suggestions and concerns until the final decision can be made,” said Allen.

Editor’s Note:  For more information on Thursday, August 4, please contact Marna Daley, Planning Analyst (406-587-6735), or John Allen, Deputy Forest Supervisor (406-587-6785).   Bob Dennee will again be available on Friday, August 5.  
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