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Decision Upheld for Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project

The decision by Becki Heath, Forest Supervisor for the Gallatin National Forest, for the Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project has been upheld under appeal by three organizations to the Regional Forester.   The fuels reduction project is located in the Main Boulder River corridor, on the Big Timber District of the Gallatin National Forest.   The decision for this project is based on the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) completed by the Forest Service.  


The Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Ecology Center and Native Ecosystems Council appealed the August 2005 decision to implement the project.   In their appeal, the three groups alleged that the project would violate various laws, regulations and Forest Plan standards, and would adversely affect grizzly bears, wilderness and roadless values, management of noxious weeds, goshawk, water quality, native fish species, Wild and Scenic River designation, old growth timber, and other resources.


On November 7, 2005, Kathleen McAllister, Appeal Deciding Official, notified the three organizations that their appeal denied.  She wrote: “I find the Forest Supervisor has made a reasoned decision and has complied with all laws, regulations, and policy.”   

Bill Avey, Big Timber District Ranger, commented: “I think this is good news, not just for the Gallatin National Forest, but for all the people who worked with us to build and support this project.”

The three primary goals of the fuels reduction project are to:  1) provide for public and firefighter safety by minimizing the probability and effects of future fire starts; 2) extend the time available for evacuation in the event of a wildfire; and 3) reduce fuel loadings in the Main Boulder River corridor.   Activities will include:  

· Thinning of both large and small-diameter trees on up to 2,500 acres in 51 separate units.

· Conifer slashing and prescribed burning on approximately 400 acres.

· Removal of conifer trees within a 100-foot radius of aspen clones to encourage regeneration of aspen.

· Construction of up to 7.4 miles of temporary road to access treatment areas.   

The 24-mile Boulder River Canyon is home to some 250 private homes and structures, 25 recreational residences, four church camps, six Forest Service campgrounds and numerous wilderness trailheads.  On a typical summer weekend 2,000 to 3,000 people occupy the area.  Heavy fuel loads and a large outbreak of Douglas-fir bark beetle characterize the canyon.  A single-lane county road that “dead-ends” at a major Wilderness trailhead serves residents and users of this canyon.  

The project was developed with input and support from adjacent private landowners, the local watershed association, and state, county and local officials and several local environmental groups.   

Last January, the Forest Supervisor released the original FEIS and ROD for the Main Boulder project.   Two appeals of that decision were received.  In April, the Regional Forester reversed that decision, finding a need to supplement the analysis of potential effects on the northern goshawk.   The Forest Service then further analyzed potential effects on the goshawk, and released a Draft Supplemental EIS in May 2005.
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