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Crews work to contain the “Hoolahan Fire” 

In West Boulder River area of Gallatin National Forest

Forest Service fire crews are working to contain the “Hoolahan Fire”, located above the West Boulder River, east of Pruitt Park, on the Big Timber Ranger District of the Gallatin National Forest.  

Mike Gagen, Fire Management Officer for the Forest, estimates that the fire is six acres in size and is currently approximately 20 percent contained.  It is burning in an area of dense timber with heavy fuels.  Private land, containing several recreation cabins, is located within 1 mile of the fire, but no structures are threatened at this time.  

Fire officials think the fire was lightning caused, and may be a holdover from a previous strike, because there has been no recent lightning activity in the vicinity.  

The Hoolahan Fire was first reported Tuesday afternoon by a Forest Service reconnaissance flight.  Initial attack was conducted through a mutual aid response by the Forest Service, Sweet Grass County and Park County fire departments.   Fire spread was moderate Tuesday night with trees occasionally torching on the perimeter.  High temperatures and low humidity are predicted for Wednesday.  A storm front is expected Wednesday night with strong winds followed by cooler temperatures.  Firefighters hope that the change in weather will help with fire fighting efforts. 


Resources committed to the fire include 14 smoke jumpers from West Yellowstone and Missoula, two single engine air tankers and one air attack.  Additional firefighters and resources have been ordered to arrive at noon today.  

- FS -

	[image: image3.png]



	
10 East Babcock Ave., PO Box 130, Bozeman, MT 59771


http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin


	[image: image1.png]



	
10 East Babcock Ave., PO Box 130, Bozeman, MT 59771


http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin



[image: image1.png][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]_1173268734.doc
[image: image1.png]






