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Crews Battle Wildfire in Moser area of Hyalite Creek 

“Homecoming Fire” was Likely Human Caused

Forest Service crews are battling a new wildfire south of Bozeman in the Moser Creek area of Hyalite Canyon, near the Hyalite - Bozeman Creek divide.    According to Gallatin National Forest officials, the “Homecoming Fire” is currently 12 acres in size.  

Officials suspect the fire in Hyalite Canyon was human caused, and it likely was started from a campfire on Friday evening.  Saturday’s warm, dry conditions and strong southwest winds are causing the fire to burn at a rapid pace in stands of lodgepole pine timber.  The fire could potentially burn easterly down into the Bozeman Creek drainage.

At mid-day Saturday, three Forest Service engines and one helicopter are working the fire, and two more engines are on the way.   Two twenty-person Forest Service fire-fighting crews have been ordered, along with one heavy air tanker for dropping retardant.  A Type I helicopter from Helena is also en route to the fire.  

Gallatin National Forest officials advise all public users to avoid the Moser Creek area of Hyalite Canyon until this fire is controlled.  The Moser Creek Road is temporarily closed to all public use.  The Gallatin County Sheriff’s office is assisting the Forest Service in maintaining this emergency road closure.  

People recreating on the Gallatin National Forest are again cautioned that fire danger remains high.  Please use extra care, and make sure that any campfires or warming fires are put completely out. 
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