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Crews Work to Contain Fire in Gallatin Canyon
- Officials Caution All Users to be Careful with Fire- 

Monday afternoon, firefighters from the Gallatin National Forest responded to a suspected human-caused fire in the Gallatin Canyon, north of Big Sky, just west of US Highway 191.   The “Six Point Fire” has burned 3-4 acres in heavy down fuels north of Burnt Creek, about ½ mile inside the Spanish Peaks Unit of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness.  

Approximately 20 firefighters and smokejumpers are on the ground working to contain the fire.  One helicopter with a bucket is also working on the fire.  Today, fire crews will be building a fire line around the perimeter of the fire.  Motorists traveling US Highway 191 are asked to use caution in the Greek Creek Campground area, watching for slow traffic due to helicopter activity.  

Gallatin National Forest officials would like to remind all forest users, including hunters, to please be careful with fire.  Fire danger has fluctuated from moderate to very high in the last few weeks with rain showers and warm temperatures.  Currently, the fire danger is rated high.  Spring and summer rains have increased the amount of brush and grasses that now are dieing out from frost.  The drying vegetation, combined with dead, heavy fuels that remain dry from years of drought, is causing an increased potential for wildfires.  

According to Mike Gagen, Gallatin Forest Fire Management Officer, “We can’t stress enough the need for forest users to be careful.  People need to carry a bucket and shovel and be sure their camp and warming fires are dead out.  If it’s too hot to touch…it’s too hot to leave.”   
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