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Cache-Eldridge Grazing Plan

 Available for Public Comment

In an Environmental Assessment (EA) that is now available for public comment, the Forest Service is proposing to revise the Allotment Management Plan (AMP) for the Cache-Eldridge livestock grazing allotment.   The Cache-Eldridge Allotment consists of approximately 9,200 acres of national forest system lands located in the upper Taylor Fork area of the Gallatin National Forest.   The allotment plan currently allows grazing by 221 cow/calf pairs from July 1 to October 15 annually in three areas:  Cache, Taylor Bottom, and Eldridge. 

The existing AMP was prepared in 1990.  Since then, changes have occurred in land ownership, resource conditions, permit administration and grazing regulations.  Until recently, some of the Cache-Eldridge Allotment was in private ownership.  The permittee grazed these lands through agreements with private landowners.  By 2003, the Forest Service acquired all of the private lands within the allotment by purchase and exchange.   

According to Bill Queen, Hebgen Lake District Ranger, the preferred alternative in the EA will continue to allow regulated livestock grazing, but management changes will be made to: 

· Improve riparian conditions and wildlife habitat,

· Improve livestock distribution by reducing areas of concentrated use, and

· Improve rotation and deferment on the allotment.   

The Forest Service proposes to increase the number of permitted livestock by 29 cow/calf pairs.  Two new pastures are proposed that would add 1,945 acres to the allotment.  New fences and water developments are also proposed.  All lands in the allotment would be grazed under a seasonally deferred rotation system, under new riparian management standards.   
The Cache-Eldridge Allotment Management Plan Update is now available for public comment. The comment period will start on October 8 and end in 30 days (November 7, 2005).  The EA is also available on the web at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin, the Bozeman and West Yellowstone public libraries and the Hebgen Lake Ranger District.   

Comments may be submitted to the Forest Service in writing, orally, or through electronic means.  From the website, people can submit electronic comments.  Electronic comments may also be submitted to comments-northern-gallatin@fs.fed.us.  Insert “Cache-Eldridge Allotment” in the subject line.   

Written comments should be sent to:

Bill Queen, Hebgen Ranger District

Cache-Eldridge Allotment

Box 520

West Yellowstone, MT  59758
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