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BENNETT CREEK LAND EXCHANGE DOCUMENT AVAILABLE


The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Bennett Creek Land Exchange, Land Donation, and Cabin Replacement is now available for public comment and review.   The involved lands and cabin are located in the upper Shields River area of the Crazy Mountains, approximately 40 miles north of Livingston, MT.  
The purpose of this project is to consolidate the intermingled landownership in the Bennett Creek area to: (1) improve long-term management effectiveness of National Forest System (NFS) lands; and (2) protect and enhance public access to NFS lands.   

In this proposal, the United States would exchange 160 acres of NFS lands, and the U.S. would acquire 408.62 acres of non-federal lands.  Muffie B. Murray of Greenfarms, Connecticut, is offering the non-federal lands to the U.S. by exchange and by donation.  As part of this proposal, Ms. Murray would also donate funds to the Forest Service to facilitate replacement of the Bennett Creek cabin on a new site on NFS land in the same vicinity.
The Forest Service is requesting comments on this EA.  The EA is available on the website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin.  To request a paper copy of the EA, contact the Livingston Ranger District, 5242 Highway 89 South, Livingston, MT 59047, or by phone at (406)-222-1892.  Public comments may be submitted in writing, orally, or through electronic means during the 30-day comment period and must be received by midnight on June 22, 2005.
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