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Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center Opens for the Season

    
The Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center is now open for the 2004-2005 winter season.  The Avalanche Center provides avalanche education programs for the public and issues avalanche advisories for the following areas in Montana:

· Bridger, Gallatin, Madison, and Washburn mountain ranges.

· Lionhead area near West Yellowstone.

· Mountains around Cooke City.

Avalanche information is currently being issued intermittently.  The Center will begin issuing daily advisories Friday, December 3, 2004.  

Avalanche advisories are available by calling 406-587-6981 (toll free from Bozeman, Livingston, Gardiner, West Yellowstone, and Cooke City).  Advisories can also be accessed via the internet at www.mtavalanche.com.  Interested individuals can subscribe to the advisories via e-mail by logging onto the above website and requesting this service.

Last season, the Avalanche Center issued 122 advisories.  These advisories were accessed over 194,000 times, for an average of over 1,500 per day.  This total included over 10,300 phone calls to our hotlines; 181,000 internet accesses and e-mails; and 3,400 faxes.  In addition, Avalanche Center personnel taught approximately 60 workshops and seminars to over 2,700 people.
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The Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center represents a successful partnership between the Gallatin National Forest and the community.  While most of the money to operate the Avalanche Center comes from the Gallatin National Forest, significant contributions of equipment and money come from Gallatin County Search and Rescue; Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Snowmobile Safety Program and Recreation Trails Grant; Polaris and Team Bozeman; Patagonia, and The Friends of the Avalanche Center.  Other partners include the Natural Resources Conservation Service; the National Weather Service; Bridger Bowl; Big Sky; The Yellowstone Club; Northern Lights Trading Co.; Barrel Mountaineering; and Timber Trails. 
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