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Winter Parking Area Not Available at Rock Creek South Road #993 

Winter parking on Rock Creek South Road #993, located north of Tom Miner Basin in the Livingston Ranger District, will not be available this year.  

A public road through private land provides access to the Rock Creek area in the Gallatin National Forest.  In the past, due to a lack of suitable sites for parking on public lands, a private landowner allowed snowmobilers to park their vehicles on his land and then proceed up the road on snowmobiles to access public lands.  However, this year because of a change in landownership, this parking area will no longer be available.  

According to Ron Archuleta, Livingston District Ranger, “The Rock Creek area is still open to snowmobiling and other winter uses, but people are going to have a hard time getting there without a place to park.  I want people to know before they drive up the Rock Creek Road that the previous parking area is no longer available, and that it will be difficult for vehicles, especially those with trailers, to turn around once they start up the road.   Any parked vehicle impeding traffic is a potential safety hazard and may be issued a citation and/or towed.”  Archuleta added,  “Also, because there’s no parking available, the Big Sky Rider Snowmobile Club will not be grooming the trail this year.” 

-MORE-

The Gallatin National Forest travel planning process, which will be finalized in late 2005, will determine the types of recreational uses appropriate in Rock Creek and other areas of the Gallatin National Forest.  

“If a decision is made to maintain snowmobile use in the Rock Creek area, then we will begin working with landowners, snowmobilers, and other interested individuals and groups to evaluate some long-term options for parking on public land,” Archuleta said.  
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