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Forest Service Hires Backcountry Snow Rangers


The Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Gallatin National Forests recently hired two backcountry snow rangers for the 2004 winter season.  The snow rangers are patrolling winter trails and backcountry areas in the Madison, Gallatin, Gravelly, and Tobacco Root Mountain Ranges in southwestern Montana. 

 “We added these positions in response to increased winter use and the need to provide better information for the public,” stated Kimberly Schlenker, Gallatin National Forest Wilderness/Recreation Program Manager.  “We also felt it was important to address issues surrounding trespasses into closed areas and Wilderness,” she added.  
Snow rangers will maintain trails, post signs, enforce snowmobile closures, and monitor winter use.  They will also promote public safety, especially in regards to avalanche awareness, and provide information to the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center.


The two new positions are funded for this year through grant monies from the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks and appropriated Forest Service recreation dollars.   
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