	[image: image1.png]



	News

Release
	Gallatin National Forest

10 East Babcock Ave.

PO Box 130, Federal Building

Bozeman, MT  59771

406-587-6701

www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin


For Immediate Release                                       
Contact:  Julie Shea (587-6706), or 

Date:   June 29, 2004





     Marianne Baumberger (522-2549), or








                 Kari Vannice (222-1892)
4th of July Reminder

As the 4th of July approaches, the public is reminded that discharging fireworks is prohibited on Forest Service and State lands in South Central Montana, as well as in established campgrounds and developed recreation areas managed by the Bureau of Land Management.  For regulations regarding fireworks on city and county lands, please contact the local fire department or city offices.

Area fire management officials ask the public to take extra caution when working and recreating outdoors to help prevent wildland fire starts.  Although there have been near-normal levels of precipitation this spring, forests are continuing to recover from several years of drought.  While there are no campfire restrictions in effect at this time, dead woody fuels and standing trees are still very dry and will burn easily.     

Visitors should take every precaution when building campfires, smoking, or using fire of any kind.  When camping at a developed site, build a campfire in a designated fire-ring.  Carry a bucket, shovel and an axe when camping in a dispersed site and park in areas clear of vegetation.  

Thanks for your cooperation and have a fun and safe 4th of July!
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