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Capitol Holiday Tree Visiting Our Community

The Nation’s Holiday Tree is stopping in our town for a celebration Sunday, November 23, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. The truck hauling the tree will be parked on Main Street between Rouse and Bozeman Avenues. This section of Main Street will be closed to traffic.   The tree will stay in Bozeman overnight and will leave town the morning of November 24 on its eastbound journey to Washington, D.C.

The 68-foot Engelmann spruce from Idaho is colorfully wrapped in plastic and displayed on a 70-foot trailer pulled by a log truck. The theme of the event is “From Idaho’s Heart to America’s Home.” The Bozeman Holiday Tree Program features a welcome from City Commissioner Marcia Youngman, along with remarks from Gallatin National Forest Ecosystem Staff Officer Lisa Stoeffler and Cyd Weiland of the Boise National Forest in Idaho, which supplied the tree. Holiday Tree commemorative merchandise will be for sale, including ornaments, T-shirts, ball caps, and clip-on watches. Schwan's Fine Food of Bozeman will be giving out free ice cream as part of the celebration.  A 10-15member group traveling with the tree and representing Idaho will also be part of the celebration.  

This is the first year in a 40-year tradition that the Nation’s Capitol Holiday Tree has come from Idaho.  The tradition of placing a holiday tree on the west lawn of the Nation’s Capitol began in 1964, when a live tree was purchased and planted on the Capitol grounds.  By 1969, the original tree perished as a result of environmental stress, and the tradition of the USDA Forest Service providing the Capitol Holiday Tree began.  

The tree is known as the “People’s Tree,” since every year it comes from a different forest in the country, representing a different area.  Also, the nearly 6,000 ornaments that will adorn the tree are handmade by the people in the state where the tree came from, reflecting each region’s culture and natural resources.  

The Speaker of the House will light the tree on December 11 concluding a yearlong planning event involving hundreds of Idaho citizens. 

Further information is available at www.capitolholidaytree2003.org.
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