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Improved Public Camping Areas in Paradise Valley

The Livingston Ranger District of the Gallatin National Forest and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks have improved campground facilities in the Paradise Valley.  

The Pine Creek Recreation Area underwent extensive renovations three years ago.  Changes include an improved picnic area, loop trails that are now connected, a more direct route to the Pine Creek Trailhead, and group sites for both camping and picnicking.  The Pine Creek Recreation Area now has 24 family camping units, a group camping site, one hike-in/bike-in camping site, six family picnic sites, and a group picnic site.  Snowbank Campground has ten family camping units plus one group camping site.  All group sites are designed with parking for a maximum of seven vehicles.  (Parking is not allowed on roadways or off designated parking spurs.)  Both Pine Creek Recreation Area and Snowbank Campground are now operated by a campground concessionaire.

Fees for group sites at both locations are $35 (for up to 30 people), and $70 (for 31-60 people).  Family units are $9 a night for the first vehicle, plus $5 for an additional vehicle (2 vehicles maximum per site).  Family picnicking sites are $4.50 a day.  Camping sites at both areas are scheduled to be on the National Recreation Reservation System (1-877-444-6777 or www.reserveusa.com) around July 10, but currently they are on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more information, call (406) 222-1892 or check the internet at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin.

The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has three campgrounds in Paradise Valley.  Mallard’s Rest has eight family sites and two tent camping areas that have undergone some recent improvements.  Loch Leven has fifteen family sites.  Both campgrounds are located along the edge of the Yellowstone River.  Dailey Lake, in the southern part of Paradise Valley, has 20 sites and beautiful views of the lake and valley.  Fees for FWP campsites are $10 a night or $5 per night if you have a fishing license.  For more information about these sites, call (406) 994-4042 or check the internet at www.fwp.state.mt.us/.

Paradise Fishing Access Site is open to camping without a fee.  All other fishing access sites in Paradise Valley are “day use only.”
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