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Lingering Snow on Higher Elevation Trails  
and High Water Conditions Continue 

 
Many higher elevation trails and backcountry campsites on the Flathead National Forest are still 

snow covered and inaccessible. In addition to deep snow, visitors may encounter downed trees, 

trail damage and wet, muddy conditions. Water is still high in many of the rivers with fast moving 

water.  Visitors are encouraged to use caution when fording rivers. 

 

On the Spotted Bear Ranger District visitors will encounter deep snow along mountain passes and 

high, fast moving water. Many of the trails crossing the Continental Divide are inaccessible 

because of the snow.  Hikers and stock users aren’t able to safely ford the main South Fork and 

Middle Fork of the Flathead Rivers because of high and fast moving water. Visitors interested in 

floating the rivers, hiking, or traveling with stock are encouraged to first contact the Spotted Bear 

Ranger District for current conditions and alternate travel routes.   

 

Significant snow covers north and east facing slopes in the Mission Mountains on the Swan Lake 

Ranger District and along several of the lakes including Cedar Lakes, Piper and Ducharme, Heart, 

Crescent and Turquoise Lakes.  The snow cover makes travel difficult for hikers and unsafe for 

visitors traveling with stock. Visitors are reminded that overnight camping is not allowed at the 

lower elevation Glacier Lake, Upper or Lower Cold Lakes in the Mission Mountains.  

 

Trails on the west slope of the Swan Mountain Range are mostly cleared of snow, except for 

connector trails leading to the Alpine #7 Trail and Hungry Horse Reservoir. Hikers will encounter 

snow covered trails in the Jewel Basin Hiking Area. 

  

 

--MORE-- 

 



All forest visitors are encouraged to contact a local Flathead National Forest office to obtain 

current information about trail conditions and access, and ideas for alternate travel routes. 

Backcountry trail conditions are posted on the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation web page, 

http://www.thebmwf.org/. 

 

For more information about recreation opportunities on the Flathead National Forest, please visit 

www.fs.fed.us/r1/flathead or contact a local Forest Service Office.   
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