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Greetings, 
 
I’m writing to inform you that NorthWestern Energy (NWE) has deferred their proposal to 
construct and operate approximately 12 miles of new pipeline between Marias Pass on the 
Continental Divide westward to the junction of Bear Creek and the Middle Fork Flathead River on 
the Hungry Horse Ranger District.   
 
This proposal, the “Kalispell Line Valve 5 to 6 Loop Natural Gas Pipeline Project,” was submitted 
to the Forest Service earlier this year by NWE for consideration as an amendment to the company’s 
existing special use authorization.  Cathy Barbouletos, Flathead National Forest Supervisor, 
determined that an environmental impact statement (EIS) was warranted to consider the overall 
effects of the proposed pipeline construction.  Analysis that had been underway with the intent to 
release a draft EIS this month has ceased pending reinitiation by NWE at a later date. 
 
In a recent letter to Barbouletos, NWE stated that although earlier projections showed an increased 
need for natural gas in the Flathead Valley by the 2009/2010 heating season, “more recent analyses 
have revealed that this project is not needed until the 2012/2013 heating season.”  Additionally, 
NWE stated that they “intend to have the pipeline loop in service in the fall of 2012.  Therefore, it is 
our intention to continue with the EIS process beginning in early 2010.”  In the meantime, NWE 
intends to continue field investigations and surveys that will better identify the best suitable pipeline 
route through this area. 
 
When NWE reinitiates the analysis for the project, public comments will again be solicited to help 
the planning team develop a list of issues of concern and the possible development of alternatives.  
Contact information received on previous public involvement efforts will be used to provide 
information in future efforts.   
  
To obtain additional information about this project, please contact Project Manager David Ondov 
(406) 758-5364. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
JIMMY J. DEHERRERA 
District Ranger 
 
Cc:  NorthWestern Energy 
 


