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Abstract: The Cooney McKay Forest Health and Fuels Reduction Project Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) is proposed to restore desirable vegetative conditions in the project
area, meeting the needs to: restore forest health, reduce hazardous fuels, and provide
commercial and personal wood products for the local communities. The project area is located in
the Swan Valley near Condon, Montana; stretching from the Swan Mountain Range to the east,
Highway 83 to the west, Cooney/Rumble Creek Divide to the south, and Lion/Meadow Creek
Divide to the north. A No Action Alternative, and three action alternatives that meet the purpose
and need for this project are analyzed in this DEIS. At this time, the agency has not identified a
Preferred Alternative.

Alternative 1 — No Action Alternative.

Alternative 2 — Proposed Action. Focuses on improving forest health and reducing hazardous
fuel buildup through various commercial and non-commercial vegetative treatments.

Alternative 3 — Responds to concerns regarding old growth and old growth dependent species.
This alternative would not treat stands which have old growth attributes.

Alternative 4 — Responds to concerns regarding white-tailed deer winter habitat. This alternative
would not treat Seed Tree Units in MA9, and would modify treatment of stands with old growth
attributes.

Reviewers should provide the Forest Service with their comments during the review period of the
draft environmental impact statement. This will enable the Forest Service to analyze and respond
to the comments at one time and to use information acquired in the preparation of the final
environmental impact statement, thus avoiding undue delay in the decision making process.
Reviewers have an obligation to structure their participation in the National Environmental Policy
Act process so that it is meaningful and alerts the agency to the reviewers’ position and
contentions. Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978).
Environmental objections that could have been raised at the draft stage may be waived if not
raised until after completion of the final environmental impact statement. City of Angoon v. Hodel
(9th Circuit, 1986) and Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis.
1980). Comments on the draft environmental impact statement should be specific and should
address the adequacy of the statement and the merits of the alternatives discussed (40 CFR
1503.3).

Send Comments to: Steve Brady, District Ranger
Swan Lake Ranger District
200 Ranger Station Road
Bigfork, MT 59911

Date Comments Must Be Received: January 28", 2008
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