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                                                       # 8
The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the East Rosebud, West Rosebud, Butcher Creek, Red Lodge Creek Allotments & Black Butte Wildlife Habitat Area Rangeland Project has been completed and is available for public review and comment.  The project is located on Beartooth Ranger District, Custer National Forest. The project area is located in portions of Carbon and Stillwater Counties in the State of Montana.  The West Rosebud Allotment is in Township 6 South, Range 16 East, Sections 19-21, and 26-35.  The East Rosebud Allotment is in Township 6 South, Range 17 East, Section 36, Township 7 South, Range 17 East, Sections 1-2, 10-11, 14-15 and Township 6 South, Range 18 East, Sections 30-31.  The Butcher Creek Allotment is located in Township 7 South, Range 18 East, Sections 3-4, and 9-10.  The Red Lodge Creek Allotment is in Township 7 South, Range 18 East, Sections 2-3, and 10-11.  The Black Butte Wildlife Habitat Area is in Township 6 South, Range 16 East, Sections 25-26 and 35-36.

The Responsible Official for this project is Traute Parrie, Beartooth District Ranger.  Based on the analysis presented in the EA, Alternative #3 is the preferred alternative since it best meets the purpose and need for the proposal and addresses the issues considered in the analysis.  For example, Alternative #3 would: 1) bring the Allotments into compliance with the Custer National Forest Plan standards and guidelines, 2) bring the Allotments into compliance with federal and state laws and regulations (Endangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, National Historic Preservation Act, etc.), 3) continue livestock grazing on the Allotments with stocking rate adjusted according to proper use capacity of the forage resource while providing for other resource objectives (wildlife habitat, watershed, cultural resources, etc.), 4) provide additional grazing permit terms and conditions that control livestock, improve vegetation condition and riparian area function.  This would be accomplished by adjusting the stocking rate, implementing an improved deferred rotation grazing system and increasing the intensity of livestock management practices where appropriate, and 5) provide light grazing of livestock in the Black Butte Wildlife Habitat Area to maintain the health of forage plants and enhance forage palatability for wildlife using a rest rotation grazing system.

The EA analyzes in detail Alternative #1 (No Action) that includes no grazing of livestock and no grazing permits would be issued, Alternative #2 (Current Management) that includes maintaining existing livestock management and issuing grazing permits with the current number, class of livestock, and season of use, and Alternative #3 (Proposed Action) as discussed above.

Comments on this EA are requested from you and other reviewers. The Responsible Official will consider all public comments before making a decision.  In submitting comments, please provide specific facts along with supporting reasons that you believe should be considered by the Responsible Official in reaching a decision.  Comments may be submitted in writing, orally, or through electronic means.  In order to retain your administrative appeal rights, you must provide written, oral, or electronic comments during this 30-day comment period.  This legal notice will be published in the newspaper of record and the comment period will start on the day following publication of the legal notice and ends 30 days following the date of publication.  Your comments must be postmarked by the end of the 30-day comment period.  Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for public inspection.

A complete EA with color maps showing the alternatives and activities proposed is available for viewing and downloading on the Custer NF website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/custer/.  To request a paper copy of the EA contact Terry Jones by phone at 406-446-2103, 6811 US Highway 212, Red Lodge, MT, 59068, or by email to Terry at tcjones@fs.fed.us.

Send written comments to:
Traute Parrie, District Ranger

Beartooth Rangeland Project

Beartooth Ranger District

6811 US Highway 212

Red Lodge, MT 59068

Business Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F

Written comments must be postmarked by the Postal Service, e-mailed, faxed, or otherwise submitted by 11:59 p.m. on the 30th calendar day following publication of the legal notice.  Hand delivered comments must be time and date imprinted at the correct Responsible Official’s office by the close of business on the 30th calendar day following publication of the legal notice.

Oral comments must be provided at the Responsible Official’s office during normal business hours via telephone or in person, or if during non-business hours, must be at an official agency function (such as a public meeting), which is designed to elicit public comment.

Electronic comments may be submitted to comments-northern-custer-beartooth@fs.fed.us.  The subject line must contain the name of the project for which you are submitting comments.  Acceptable formats are MS Word, Word Perfect, or RTF.  For electronically mailed comments, the sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement from the agency as confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the receipt of comments, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means.
