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Dear Interested Party:
The Forest Service would like your input on a proposal for managing motorized travel within the Sioux Ranger District (District), Custer National Forest, Montana and South Dakota.  Under this proposal, the Forest Service would designate the routes that would be open for public motorized use on the District, as well as the seasons of use for those routes, and types of vehicles that should be used.  The proposal also identifies routes that would be limited to administrative use and routes which may no longer be needed, both of which would not be open to public motorized use.  Your input is important in helping verify that the proposal supports recreation and other uses of the District, and in identifying routes that you may feel need to be managed differently than as proposed.  This proposal does not include management of over-snow vehicles, decommissioning or obliterating roads, or road construction.
The District does not have an existing, district-wide travel management plan for management of motorized routes.  Motorized travel has historically been addressed as a component of other projects, such as timber sales, or in response to specific events, such as rehabilitation efforts after wildfires.  The Forest Service is undertaking this project at this time in response to agency policy and motorized use changes identified in the Purpose and Need section below.  
Former Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth identified four areas that are key to maintaining and restoring the health of America’s forests and grasslands: fuels and fire, invasive species, unmanaged recreation, and habitat fragmentation.  The former Chief noted specific concerns related to unmanaged motorized recreation and the creation of unplanned motorized routes, and the potential for these to have adverse impacts on natural resources.  One of the main ways to manage impacts of motorized recreation vehicles is by restricting use to designated roads and trails.  In conjunction with the release of the 2005 Motorized Travel Rule, Chief Bosworth committed to implementing this rule by the end of December, 2009.  This project is a part of that commitment.

A glossary of key terms is included as Attachment A to this letter to provide clarification for readers.
Proposed Action
This proposal would identify the roads and trails that would be designated (open) for public motorized use.  All system and non-system routes identified in the 1999-2000 route inventory were considered for potential designation as routes open for public motorized use.  A total of 403.7 miles of system roads and 114.4 miles of non-system roads were considered.  Currently, 14 miles of system roads are identified for administrative use only, and are not open to public motorized use.  The existing system roads are considered the starting point for the analysis.  Consequently, this proposal consists of the potential changes to the system roads (actions) that the Forest Service is considering.  Routes were evaluated based on administrative, utilization (including recreation), resource, and protection needs and concerns. 
This proposed action includes proposals to turn system and non-system roads into motorized system trails.  Both licensed and unlicensed motor vehicles can legally operate on motorized system trails.  Whereas only highway legal, i.e. licensed, vehicles can be operated on system roads, unless the road has been specifically identified and analyzed by an engineer for use by unlicensed vehicles.  The District recognized there is demand for this type of opportunity and wanted to provide the public with routes where they could legally operate unlicensed vehicles on the District.
If all of the proposed changes were implemented, a total of 284.4 miles of system roads and trails would be designated as open for public motorized use.  The proposal includes the following actions:

· Add and designate a total of 12.3 miles of non-system routes to the network of system roads.
· Add and designate as open for public motorized use a total of 11.3 miles of non-system routes to the network of motorized system trails.

· Convert a total of 56.7 miles of existing system roads to motorized system trails. 
· Add 39.3 miles of non-system routes to the network of system roads and identify them for administrative use only, to help protect facilities and materials from vandalism, or due to health and safety hazards.
· Identify 99.0 miles of existing system roads for administrative use only, to help protect facilities and materials from vandalism, or due to health and safety hazards.

· Designate 21.1 miles of system roads for mixed use, or in other words, system roads that can be used by both licensed and unlicensed vehicles.
· Designate a season of use of December 1 to October 15 on 126.3 miles of system roads and trails to reduce big game disturbance by motorized vehicles that typically causes them to flee from federal to private lands, and to provide increased opportunities for, and quality of, non-motorized hunting.
· Designate dispersed vehicle camping within 300 feet of designated roads and motorized trails.
· Do not designate as open for public motorized use or for administrative use 30.8 miles of system roads for which there are erosion concerns, parallel roads, and no identified administrative, utilization, or protection need. This proposal would change them to Maintenance Level 1 system roads, which means they would not be available for administrative or public use and would be considered for potential decommissioning in the future. 

The following tables provide a summary of existing and proposed road and motorized trail miles.
	Table 1.  Summary of Existing and Proposed Action Miles of Roads and Motorized Trails.

	Type of Designation
	Existing 

System Road Management
	Proposed System Road
Changes
	Proposed 

Non-System Route
Additions
	Total
Proposed System Roads and Trails

	Motorized Public Use
	389.7 
	(129.0)
	23.6 
	284.3
 

	Administrative Use Only
	14.0 
	99.0 
	39.0 
	152.0 

	Recommended for Future Decommissioning
	
	30.0 
	
	30.0 

	Proposed Total System Roads and Trails
	403.7
	---
	62.6
	466.3


	Table 2.  Summary of Proposed Public Motorized Use (Miles).

	
	Roads
	Trails
	

	Type of Vehicle
	Open Yearlong
	Season of Use (12/1 to 10/15)
	Road Total 
	Open Yearlong
	Season of Use (12/1 to 10/15)
	Trail Total 
	Total Motorized Public Use

	Highway Legal Only
	138.1
	57.2
	195.3
	-
	-
	-
	195.3

	All Motor Vehicles
	21.1
	-
	21.1
	57.3
	10.7
	68.0
	89.1

	Total
	159.2
	57.2
	216.4
	57.3
	10.7
	68.0
	284.4


The specific actions proposed as a part of the project are displayed in the enclosed table (Attachment B) and the enclosed maps.  
Purpose and Need

The purpose and need for this proposal is to address recent changes in land management policies, increases in use and demand for varied recreation opportunities, new developments and improvements in recreation-related technology, and increases in concerns about travel-related impacts to natural resources.  More detailed information about these events is presented below.

2001 TRI-STATE OFF-HIGHWAY (OHV) VEHICLE DECISION

In 2001, the Northern Region of the Forest Service issued a decision that addressed unmanaged motorized cross-country travel on all National Forest System lands in Montana, North Dakota and parts of South Dakota.  It also directed National Forests within this area to set up a schedule for completing site-specific planning that would designate appropriate uses on motorized routes.  The Custer National Forest implemented a forest order in response to the Tri-State OHV Decision that prohibited cross-country motorized vehicle travel except for dispersed vehicle camping within 300 feet of motorized routes.  In addition, the Forest initiated travel management planning in 2003 on the Beartooth Ranger District in response to the direction in the 2001 Tri-State OHV Decision.  There is a need to complete this effort to comply with the objective set forth in this decision.

2005 MOTORIZED TRAVEL RULE

In December 2005, a new travel management rule took effect for all National Forest System lands. The new rule directs National Forests to designate roads, trails, and areas suitable for motorized travel.  This analysis is part of the planning process to select routes for designation under the new regulation.  All National Forests are expected to complete the planning and designation process by 2009.
MOTORIZED RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES AND IMPACTS

All-terrain-vehicles (ATVs) have increased in popularity, capability, and use in the last decade.  The demand for this and other types of motorized recreation opportunities on the District has also grown.  Increased use of these types of motor vehicles on the District creates increased potential for disturbing forest users seeking non-motorized experiences and negatively impacting sensitive resources.  Consequently, there is a need to address the opportunities to meet the needs of the motorized recreation community, as well as the effects these activities have on various resources and other user’s experiences.

ENFORCEMENT OF TRAVEL MANAGEMENT RESTRICTIONS 

In 2005, the Motorized Travel Rule changed the legal authority for regulating off-route travel of motor vehicles.  The final rule modified regulations in 36 CFR 295 which historically governed the management of OHVs on National Forests.  In addition, the rule changed the enforcement authority for motor vehicle restrictions from 36 CFR 261 Subpart B: Special Orders to the Subpart A: General Prohibitions section, making motor vehicle violations in the future a strict liability infraction.  Strict liability means that it is the user’s responsibility to know and adhere to these regulations without any additional notification or posting on the part of the agency.  This change relieves the Agency of the posting and signing requirements of 36 CFR 261 Subpart B and authorizes map notification to be the enforcement tool in the future.  The decision mandates that Districts and administrative units complete a travel management review (this process) with public involvement to designate motorized roads, trails, and areas and produce Motor Vehicle Use Map that identifies these designations (36 CFR 212.56) and will be provided free of charge to the public.  Once this is completed, travel management restrictions may be enforced under Subpart A without being required to post and maintain prohibition signs in the field.

Preliminary Environmental Issues and Concerns

The Forest Service has tentatively identified the following issues or potential adverse resource impacts that could result from the proposed action:

· Stream channel dynamics and water quality can be impacted by the condition and location of roads on the landscape,
· Wildlife including federally-listed threatened, endangered, and sensitive species could be indirectly impacted by changes to the network of roads and trails,

· Motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities, and the human environment would be directly affected by the location and extent of public motorized travel designated,

· Local and regional economies may be indirectly impacted if there are fewer or more users come to the District as a result of motorized travel changes,

· Road and trail maintenance needs could increase or decrease based on the miles of routes and usage,

· Archaeological and cultural resources could be directly affected by motorized vehicles or indirectly affected by the access that motor vehicles provide,
· Soil quality and soil productivity could be directly impacted from designation of roads and trails on areas with steep slopes or soils that are conducive to rutting,

· Noxious weed infestation and spread could potentially be accelerated by motorized travel decisions,

· Native and rare vegetation populations could be directly affected by motorized vehicle travel that damages plants or indirectly affected by use of an area that is made more accessible by motorized vehicle use.
No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would consist of designation of the existing system roads
 on the District.  Currently, there are approximately 404 miles of system roads on the District, of which approximately 14 miles are closed to the public.  It also includes the existing season of use (December 1 – October 15) currently in force on certain roads in the Long Pines portion of the District. 

Motor Vehicle Use Map

When a final decision is made at the end of this process, a Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) will be prepared.  The MVUM will provide the public with all of the roads and motorized trails that are available for public motorized use on the District.  Once the map is distributed to the public, motorized use would be limited to the designated routes shown on the MVUM.  

Submitting Comments

The Forest Service would like your comments on this proposed action.  All public comments will be considered and substantive comments will be used to develop the range of alternatives and significant issues analyzed for this project.  Comments should be specific to the proposed activities and area being analyzed, with rationale supporting your comment.  Please include with your comments: (1) name, address, telephone number, and organization represented, if any; (2) title of the document on which the comment is being submitted; (3) specific facts and supporting reasons; and (4) signatures.  

Send Written Comments To:

Sioux Travel Management Planning





Attn. Doug Epperly, Project Coordinator






Custer National Forest






1310 Main Street






Billings, MT  59105

Oral comments can be provided at the Supervisors Office or Sioux Ranger District office during normal business hours (Monday –Friday, 800 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.); via telephone (406)657-6205 x225 or (605)797-4432; or in person, or if during non-business hours, must be at an official agency function which is designed to elicit public comment. 

If you would prefer to provide electronic comments, you may submit them to:
comments-northern-custer-sioux@fs.fed.us.  Please enter “Sioux Travel Management” on the subject line of your electronic message. Acceptable formats are MS Word, Word Perfect or RTF.  For electronically mailed comments, the sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement from the agency as confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the receipt of comments, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means. 

Your comments, including your name and address, will be considered part of the public record on this proposed action and will be available for public inspection.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered regarding this project.  However, those who submit anonymous comments may not have standing to appeal the decision for this project. If you need more information on submitting comments anonymously, please contact us or refer to 36 CFR 215. 

The District will host three open houses regarding this proposal at the following locations, dates, and times:

· November 5 - Camp Crook, South Dakota, Camp Crook Community Center, 6-8 p.m.

· November 7 - Ekalaka, Montana, Carter County Court House, 6-8 p.m.

· November 8 - Buffalo, South Dakota, Harding County Community Recreation Center , 6-8 p.m.

Thank you in advance for you interest and participation in this important project.
Sincerely, 

STEVE E. WILLIAMS

Forest Supervisor
Attachment A

GLOSSARY

Area – A discrete, specifically delineated space that is smaller, and in most cases much smaller, than a Ranger District.  

Designated Road, Trail, or Area - A National Forest System road, a National Forest System trail, or an area on National Forest System lands that is designated for public motor vehicle use pursuant to 36 CFR 212.51 on a motor vehicle use map.  (36 CFR 212.1)
Designation – Public motor vehicle use on NFS roads and trails, and in areas on NFS lands shall be designated by vehicle class and, if appropriate, by time of year.

Forest Road or Trail - A forest road or trail is a road or trail wholly or partly within, or adjacent to, and serving the National Forest System and which is necessary for the protection, administration, and utilization of the National Forest System and the use and development of its resources.  (23 USC 101)

Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) – - Map required by the 2005 Motorized Travel Rule that indicates designated roads, trails and areas.

National Forest System Road (System Road) - A forest road other than a road which has been authorized by a legally documented right-of-way held by a State, county or other local public road authority.  (36 CFR 212.1, 36 CFR 251.51, 36 CFR 261.2) 

National Forest System Trail (System Trail) - A forest trail other than a trail which has been authorized by a legally documented right-of-way held by a State, county or other local public road authority.  (36 CFR 212.1)  

Off-highway Vehicle – Any motor vehicle designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or immediately over land, water, snow, ice, marsh, swampland or other natural terrain.

Road – A motor vehicle route over 50 inches wide, unless identified and managed as a trail.

Road Decommissioning – Activities that result in the stabilization and restoration of unneeded roads to a more natural state.

Season of Use - The time of year that a system road is designated for use.

Temporary road or trail – A road or trail necessary for emergency operations or authorized by contract, permit, lease, or other written authorization that is not a forest road or trail and that is not included in a forest transportation atlas.

Trail – A route 50 inches or less in width or a route over 50 inches wide that is identified and managed as a trail.

Unauthorized road (non-system road) – A road or trail that is not a forest road or trail.

Other Relevant Info:  State laws regarding operation of motor vehicles apply to system roads; state laws regarding operation of motor vehicles do not apply to system trails.  (CFR’s defer to state laws on system roads.)
Attachment B
Sioux Ranger District Motorized Travel Proposed Actions

Tables 1 through 8 display the specific changes or actions to roads and trails proposed for the proposed action alternative.  The actions have been grouped into the following categories: 

· Non-System Routes Proposed to be System Roads

· Non-System Routes Proposed to be Motorized System Trails

· Non-System Routes Proposed for Administrative Use Only

· System Roads Proposed for Administrative Use Only

· System Roads Proposed to be Motorized System Trails

· System Roads Proposed to Not be Designated for Public Motorized Use

· Proposed Season of Use
· System Roads Proposed for Mixed Use

	Table 1.  Non-system routes proposed to be system roads.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	Non-System Routes Proposed to be System Roads

	30481
	30481
	0.10
	Long Pines
	Recreation.  These non-system routes would be converted to system roads to provide the public with quality motorized recreation and/or dispersed vehicle camping opportunities.  Several of these routes provide links that create motorized loop opportunities. No key or critical resource concerns were identified that precluded consideration for route designation.

	3104A
	Camp Needmore 1
	0.25
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3104B
	Camp Needmore 2
	0.06
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31151
	31151
	0.25
	Slim Buttes
	

	31162
	Capital Rock Access
	0.04
	Long Pines
	

	312411
	312411
	0.12
	Slim Buttes
	

	312412
	312412
	0.10
	Slim Buttes
	

	312417
	312417
	0.62
	Slim Buttes
	

	312419
	312419
	0.30
	Slim Buttes
	

	312421
	312421
	0.96
	Slim Buttes
	

	31248
	31248
	0.53
	Slim Buttes
	

	381612
	381612
	0.52
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38161A
	38161A
	0.70
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38165
	Molstad
	0.20
	Chalk Buttes
	

	30481
	30481
	0.10
	Long Pines
	

	31042
	31042
	0.25
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31044
	31044
	0.24
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3104C
	Camp Needmore 3
	0.03
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31153
	31153
	0.97
	Slim Buttes
	

	312310
	312310
	1.00
	North Cave Hills
	

	312310A
	312310A
	0.29
	North Cave Hills
	

	31281
	31281
	0.06
	North Cave Hills
	

	31453
	31453
	0.60
	Slim Buttes
	

	31481
	31481
	1.17
	Slim Buttes
	

	31482
	31482
	1.10
	Slim Buttes
	

	31483
	31483
	1.00
	Slim Buttes
	

	3812A1
	3812A1
	0.75
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	 
	 
	12.29
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 2.  Non-system routes proposed to be motorized system trails.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	Non-System Routes Proposed to be Motorized System Trails

	31507
	31507
	2.30
	Slim Buttes
	Non-system Routes Added to System Trails Open to All Motor Vehicles.  These non-system routes would be added to the network of motorized system trails and designated for use by all motorized vehicles.  This provides an opportunity for users to operate non-highway legal and off-highway vehicles on system trails.

	315010
	315010
	2.60
	Slim Buttes
	

	31503
	31503
	3.38
	Slim Buttes
	

	31503B
	31503B
	2.00
	Slim Buttes
	

	31504
	31504
	0.56
	Slim Buttes
	

	31504A
	31504-A
	0.48
	Slim Buttes
	

	 
	 
	11.32
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 3.  Non-system routes proposed for administrative use only.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	Non-System Routes Proposed for Administrative Use Only

	30363
	30363.00
	0.008
	Long Pines
	Administrative use.  These non-system roads would be converted to system routes.  Use on these system roads or portions of system roads is proposed to be limited to administrative uses, i.e. use by Forest Service personnel, contractors, and permittees.  These roads would not be designated for public use to help protect facilities and materials from damage or vandalism, and/or because no other utilization or protection needs have been identified.   

	30365
	30365
	0.187
	Long Pines
	

	30471
	30471
	0.494
	Long Pines
	

	30482
	30482
	0.28
	Long Pines
	

	30502
	30502
	0.61
	Long Pines
	

	30562
	30562
	0.21
	Long Pines
	

	30582
	30582
	0.48
	Long Pines
	

	3058A1
	3058A1
	0.202
	Long Pines
	

	3058A3
	3058A3
	0.346
	Long Pines
	

	30593A
	30593A
	0.149
	Long Pines
	

	30612
	30612
	1.38
	Long Pines
	

	30881
	30881
	0.36
	Long Pines
	

	3090A1
	3090A1
	0.358
	Long Pines
	

	3101E1
	3101E1
	1.1
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101E1A
	3101E1A
	0.29
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101E3
	Gundlach Well
	0.05
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101E4
	3101E4
	0.75
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31022
	Murphy Spring
	0.23
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31045
	Russell Spring
	0.423
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3104C
	Camp Needmore 3
	1.02
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31071
	31071
	0.552
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31072
	31072
	1.4
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31131A
	31131A
	0.625
	South Cave Hills
	

	31131A1
	31131A1
	1.77
	South Cave Hills
	

	31131A2
	31131A2
	0.71
	South Cave Hills
	

	31135
	31135
	0.198
	South Cave Hills
	

	31136
	31136
	0.3
	South Cave Hills
	

	31137
	31137
	0.54
	South Cave Hills
	

	31144
	31144
	0.376
	North Cave Hills
	

	31145
	31145
	0.25
	North Cave Hills
	

	31175
	31175
	0.55
	Long Pines
	

	31179
	31179
	0.22
	Long Pines
	

	3117D
	3117D
	0.4
	Long Pines
	

	3117G3
	3117G3
	0.68
	Long Pines
	

	31181A
	31181A
	0.075
	Long Pines
	

	31184
	31184
	0.45
	Long Pines
	

	31185
	31185
	0.11
	Long Pines
	

	3118B
	3118B
	0.7
	Long Pines
	

	3118E
	Pendleton Reservoir
	0.8
	Long Pines
	

	31211
	31211
	0.859
	South Cave Hills
	

	31211A
	31211A
	0.42
	South Cave Hills
	

	31235
	31235
	0.369
	North Cave Hills
	

	31236
	31236
	0.296
	North Cave Hills
	

	31238
	31238
	0.797
	North Cave Hills
	

	31239A
	31239A
	0.688
	North Cave Hills
	

	312410
	312410
	0.429
	Slim Buttes
	

	312410A
	312410A
	0.143
	Slim Buttes
	

	31261B
	31261B
	0.13
	Slim Buttes
	

	31262
	31262
	0.398
	Slim Buttes
	

	31271
	31271
	0.162
	North Cave Hills
	

	31303
	31303
	0.166
	North Cave Hills
	

	31505
	31505
	0.366
	Slim Buttes
	

	31505A
	31505A
	0.53
	Slim Buttes
	

	31508
	31508
	0.613
	Slim Buttes
	

	3154
	Upper Antelope
	0.129
	Slim Buttes
	

	3159A
	Spring No 4
	0.34
	East Short Pines
	

	31602
	31602
	1.35
	East Short Pines
	

	38114
	38114
	0.19
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3812A1
	3812A1
	1.03
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	38131A
	38131A
	0.5
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	38134
	38134
	0.083
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3813B2
	3813B2
	0.347
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	381610
	Birch Spring
	0.11
	Chalk Buttes
	

	381612
	381612
	0.824
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38163A
	Foster Spring
	0.22
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38164
	Windmill South
	0.588
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38168
	Pete Spring
	0.042
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38169
	Trenk Reservior
	0.368
	Chalk Buttes
	

	3817A2
	3817A2
	0.35
	Long Pines
	

	38181
	38181
	0.19
	Long Pines
	

	30000A
	30000A
	0.12
	East Short Pines
	No Legal Right-of-Way. The Forest Service has no legal right-of-way to these roads. Per agency guidance associated with the 2005 Motorized Travel Rule, system roads without Forest Service legal access should not to be designated for public use.

	30363
	30363
	0.618
	Long Pines
	

	31091
	31091
	0.144
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31092
	31092
	0.29
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31093
	31093
	0.11
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31094
	31094
	0.08
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31095
	31095
	0.9
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31096
	31096
	0.23
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31221
	Jesse Eliot Cabin
	0.13
	Slim Buttes
	

	38154
	38154
	0.531
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38154B
	Bronco Sam Spring
	0.16
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38154C
	Parks
	0.899
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38162A
	Windmill North
	0.253
	Chalk Buttes
	

	31393
	31393
	2.15
	Slim Buttes
	

	 
	 
	39.28
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 4.  System roads proposed for administrative use only.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	System Roads Proposed for Administrative Use Only

	3036A
	Maverick Spring
	0.60
	Long Pines
	Administrative use.  Use on these system roads or portions of system roads is proposed to be limited to administrative uses, i.e. use by Forest Service personnel, contractors, and permittees.  These roads would not be designated for public use to help protect facilities and materials from damage or vandalism, and/or because no other utilization or protection needs have been identified.   

	3036B
	Maverick Spur
	0.95
	Long Pines
	

	3036C
	Jay Reservoir
	1.31
	Long Pines
	

	3037
	3037
	2.04
	Long Pines
	

	30401
	30401
	0.70
	Long Pines
	

	3041
	Cheeseman Rd
	1.42
	Long Pines
	

	3042
	Double F Road
	2.62
	Long Pines
	

	3049A
	North Slope Spring
	0.40
	Long Pines
	

	3050
	3050
	1.07
	Long Pines
	

	3051
	Flathers
	2.08
	Long Pines
	

	30512
	30512
	0.08
	Long Pines
	

	30513
	30513
	0.26
	Long Pines
	

	3053
	Mcclary Road
	1.82
	Long Pines
	

	3057A
	Grasshopper Spring
	0.40
	Long Pines
	

	3057B
	3057B
	0.40
	Long Pines
	

	3057E
	3057E
	1.20
	Long Pines
	

	3057W
	Burditt Springs
	1.80
	Long Pines
	

	30591
	30591
	0.54
	Long Pines
	

	3059A
	3059A
	0.59
	Long Pines
	

	3061
	Mowbry
	1.95
	Long Pines
	

	3061A
	Abel Reservoir
	1.67
	Long Pines
	

	30621
	30621
	0.75
	Long Pines
	

	3063
	Black Spring
	2.25
	Long Pines
	

	3064A
	Lo Reservoir
	0.40
	Long Pines
	

	3064B
	Patton Spring #2
	0.52
	Long Pines
	

	3064C
	Patton Spring
	0.25
	Long Pines
	

	3065
	Sand Rock
	1.38
	Long Pines
	

	3066
	Gross
	0.35
	Long Pines
	

	3067
	Red Bluff
	2.10
	Long Pines
	

	3067A
	Lathan Well
	1.00
	Long Pines
	

	3067B
	Wood Gulch
	2.18
	Long Pines
	

	3069
	Gross Ranch
	0.30
	Long Pines
	

	3070
	Horse Killer Reservoir
	0.48
	Long Pines
	

	30701
	30701
	0.53
	Long Pines
	

	3086
	N.Slick Creek
	0.27
	Long Pines
	

	3088
	Carter Spring Divide
	2.38
	Long Pines
	

	3089
	Lindsay Gulch
	2.44
	Long Pines
	

	3089B
	Craft Spring
	0.70
	Long Pines
	

	3089D
	Old Mill Spring
	0.40
	Long Pines
	

	30902
	30902
	0.57
	Long Pines
	

	3090A
	3090A
	0.66
	Long Pines
	

	31015
	Carter Spring
	1.04
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101B
	3101B
	1.16
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101C
	3101C
	1.66
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101E
	Heggen Carter East
	1.86
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101W
	Heggen Carter West
	0.80
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	310410
	310410
	0.15
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31049
	31049
	0.87
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3111
	3111 Box Springs
	1.95
	East Short Pines
	

	31111
	31111
	0.73
	East Short Pines
	

	3111G
	Spring #2
	0.78
	East Short Pines
	

	31131
	31131
	0.27
	South Cave Hills
	

	31132
	31132
	1.58
	South Cave Hills
	

	31133
	31133
	3.70
	South Cave Hills
	

	3113A
	3113A
	1.00
	South Cave Hills
	

	31141
	31141 O/G
	0.10
	North Cave Hills
	

	31142
	31142 O/G
	0.05
	North Cave Hills
	

	3117F
	Tarter Well
	0.90
	Long Pines
	

	31182
	31182
	1.52
	Long Pines
	

	31183
	31183
	0.21
	Long Pines
	

	3118A
	3118A
	0.20
	Long Pines
	

	3118C
	3118C
	0.67
	Long Pines
	

	3118D
	Brown Jug Spring
	1.05
	Long Pines
	

	3119A
	3119A
	0.48
	Long Pines
	

	3120A
	3120A O/G
	0.19
	North Cave Hills
	

	3122
	Jesse Elliot
	0.73
	Slim Buttes
	

	31231
	31231
	0.66
	North Cave Hills
	

	31232
	31232
	0.42
	North Cave Hills
	

	3124A
	3124A
	0.16
	Slim Buttes
	

	3125
	Bobcat
	0.11
	Slim Buttes
	

	3125A
	Basin Valley Spring
	0.90
	Slim Buttes
	

	3127
	Doane Springs
	0.91
	North Cave Hills
	

	3131
	Craig Pass (Odell Creek)
	1.26
	North Cave Hills
	

	3135
	Johnny Pocket Spring
	2.40
	South Cave Hills
	

	3137
	Peterson Canyon
	1.00
	South Cave Hills
	

	3144
	Five Bar
	1.55
	Slim Buttes
	

	3158A
	3158A
	1.37
	West Short Pines
	

	3159
	Ward Gulch
	2.25
	East Short Pines
	

	3160
	Moreau Peak
	0.50
	East Short Pines
	

	31601
	31601
	0.97
	East Short Pines
	

	3161
	Lower Devils Canyon
	0.91
	Long Pines
	

	3797B
	3797B O/G Well 34-26
	0.13
	South Cave Hills
	

	3811J
	Stagville Divide
	1.02
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3813
	Stagville Draw
	1.08
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3813C
	Truely Hidden Spring
	0.28
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3813D
	Cline
	0.22
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3814B
	3814B
	0.65
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3814D
	3814D
	1.46
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3815
	Elmore
	2.32
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38151
	38151
	0.49
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38163
	38163
	0.65
	Chalk Buttes
	

	38171
	38171
	0.86
	Long Pines
	

	3818A
	3818A
	1.03
	Long Pines
	

	3819E
	3819E
	1.30
	Long Pines
	

	38500
	38500
	0.10
	North Cave Hills
	

	3089A
	Crase Spring
	1.04
	Long Pines
	No Legal Right-of-Way. The Forest Service has no legal right-of-way to these roads. Per agency guidance associated with the 2005 Motorized Travel Rule, system roads without Forest Service legal access should not to be designated for public use.

	3109
	3109
	2.49
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31176
	31176
	1.13
	Long Pines
	

	 
	 
	99.06
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 5.  System roads proposed to be motorized system trails.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	System Roads Proposed to be Motorized System Trails

	3036
	Maverick Cr
	4.32
	Long Pines
	System Routes Converted to System Trails Open to All Motor Vehicles.  These system roads would be converted to system trails and designated for use by all motorized vehicles.  This provides an opportunity for users to operate non-highway legal and off-highway vehicles on system trails.

	3040
	Bell Tower Divide
	2.59
	Long Pines
	

	3049
	Wickham Gulch
	5.03
	Long Pines
	

	3051
	Flathers
	2.30
	Long Pines
	

	30511
	30511
	2.04
	Long Pines
	

	3056
	Hoag Coal Mine Draw
	2.94
	Long Pines
	

	3058
	Deadhorse
	2.60
	Long Pines
	

	3058B
	Deadhorse Reservoir
	1.10
	Long Pines
	

	3059
	Devils Canyon
	5.41
	Long Pines
	

	3062
	Iron Spring
	4.90
	Long Pines
	

	3090
	Pot Hole
	4.56
	Long Pines
	

	3150
	Summit Divide
	10.79
	Slim Buttes
	

	3817
	Lampkin Gulch
	5.02
	Long Pines
	

	3817A
	Halbert Gulch Crossover
	1.41
	Long Pines
	

	3088
	Carter Spring Divide
	0.11
	Long Pines
	

	3152
	Ana Spring
	1.58
	Slim Buttes
	

	 
	 
	56.71
	 
	Total


	Table 6.  System roads not proposed to be designated for public motorized use.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	System Roads Not Proposed to be Designated for Public Motorized Use

	3130
	Uranium Road
	0.10
	North Cave Hills
	Erosion concerns.  These roads or portions of roads would not be designated for public motorized use because of erosion concerns that would be difficult to mitigate.

	30361
	30361
	0.30
	Long Pines
	No identified administrative, protection, or utilization need.  These system roads would not be designated for public motorized use because they are not desirable for dispersed vehicle camping and there is no reasonably foreseeable administrative, protection, or utilization need for them.

	30452
	30452
	0.93
	Long Pines
	

	3045A
	3045A
	0.16
	Long Pines
	

	3045B
	3045B
	0.21
	Long Pines
	

	30491
	30491
	0.12
	Long Pines
	

	30513
	30513
	0.21
	Long Pines
	

	30561
	30561
	0.39
	Long Pines
	

	3058A
	Dead Horse Divide
	1.31
	Long Pines
	

	3061
	Mowbry
	0.93
	Long Pines
	

	30611
	30611
	0.83
	Long Pines
	

	3064
	Ward
	0.43
	Long Pines
	

	3067
	Red Bluff
	1.75
	Long Pines
	

	30671
	30671
	0.30
	Long Pines
	

	30672
	30672
	0.32
	Long Pines
	

	3070
	Horse Killer Reservoir
	0.62
	Long Pines
	

	3071
	Hidden Spring
	0.60
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3089C
	3089C
	0.60
	Long Pines
	

	30901
	30901
	1.65
	Long Pines
	

	31011
	31011
	0.94
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31012
	31012
	0.66
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31013
	31013
	0.17
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101A
	3101A
	0.68
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3101F
	3101F
	1.52
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31131
	31131
	0.01
	South Cave Hills
	

	3113A
	3113A
	1.14
	South Cave Hills
	

	31171
	31171
	1.32
	Long Pines
	

	31172
	31172
	1.91
	Long Pines
	

	3117E
	Iron Spring
	0.67
	Long Pines
	

	3117G
	Rustler Divide
	0.36
	Long Pines
	

	31181
	31181
	0.87
	Long Pines
	

	31191
	31191
	0.09
	Long Pines
	

	31301
	31301
	0.42
	North Cave Hills
	

	31302
	31302
	0.28
	North Cave Hills
	

	31312
	31312
	0.32
	North Cave Hills
	

	3137
	Peterson Canyon
	1.41
	South Cave Hills
	

	3160
	Moreau Peak
	1.10
	East Short Pines
	

	3161
	Lower Devils Canyon
	1.10
	Long Pines
	

	38112
	38112
	0.50
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	38121
	38121
	0.17
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3812A
	3812A
	0.81
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3819B
	3819B
	0.50
	Long Pines
	

	3819D
	3819D
	0.60
	Long Pines
	

	31241
	31241
	0.53
	Slim Buttes
	Parallel roads.  These system roads would not be designated for public motorized use because they provide access to the same locations as other parallel routes.

	3819C
	3819C
	0.30
	Long Pines
	

	31311
	31311
	0.69
	North Cave Hills
	Route has naturally revegetated; no identified administration, protection, or utilization need.   This system road would not be designated for public motorized use because they have already either completely or largely revegetated naturally and there is no reasonably foreseeable administrative, protection, or utilization need for them.

	 
	 
	30.83
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 7.  System roads proposed for mixed use.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	System Roads Proposed for Mixed Use

	3117
	Snow Creek
	18.19
	Long Pines
	These roads would be designated for use by all motorized vehicles. This provides an opportunity for users to operate off-highway vehicles on system roads.  These system roads provide links between motorized system trails, creating opportunities for extended motorized trail loops.

	3119
	Exie
	0.81
	Long Pines
	

	3818
	Speelmon
	0.14
	Long Pines
	

	3819
	Lost Farm/Bell Tower Divide
	1.94
	Long Pines
	

	 
	 
	21.08
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Table 8.  Proposed season of use.

	Route #
	Road Name
	Length
(Miles)
	Land Unit
	Proposed Action - Specific Rationale

	 Proposed Season of Use

	31042
	31042
	0.25
	Ekalaka Hills
	Season of Use: December 1 - October 15. These roads and trails would have this season of use applied to them. The season of use is intended to reduce big game disturbance by motorized vehicles that typically causes them to flee from federal to private lands, and to provide increase opportunities for and quality of non-motorized hunting.

	31044
	31044
	0.24
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3104C
	Camp Needmore 3
	0.03
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	31153
	31153
	0.97
	Slim Buttes
	

	312310
	312310
	1.21
	North Cave Hills
	

	312310A
	312310A
	0.29
	North Cave Hills
	

	31281
	31281
	0.06
	North Cave Hills
	

	31453
	31453
	0.60
	Slim Buttes
	

	31481
	31481
	1.17
	Slim Buttes
	

	31482
	31482
	1.10
	Slim Buttes
	

	31483
	31483
	1.00
	Slim Buttes
	

	3812A1
	3812A1
	0.75
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	315010
	315010
	2.60
	Slim Buttes
	

	31503
	31503
	3.38
	Slim Buttes
	

	31503B
	31503B
	2.00
	Slim Buttes
	

	31504
	31504
	0.56
	Slim Buttes
	

	31504A
	31504-A
	0.48
	Slim Buttes
	

	3152
	Ana Spring
	1.58
	Slim Buttes
	

	3071
	Hidden Spring
	1.66
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3102A
	3102A
	1.94
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3108
	Oliver Springs
	1.10
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3123
	Picnic Spring Rd
	3.24
	North Cave Hills
	

	31233
	31233
	2.07
	North Cave Hills
	

	31239
	Devils Canyon
	2.86
	North Cave Hills
	

	3125
	Bobcat
	9.31
	Slim Buttes
	

	3125B
	3125B
	1.23
	Slim Buttes
	

	3128
	High And Dry
	2.14
	North Cave Hills
	

	3130
	Uranium Road
	2.74
	North Cave Hills
	

	31313
	31313
	1.09
	North Cave Hills
	

	3138
	Cobble Stone
	2.04
	North Cave Hills
	

	3145
	Blarney Castle
	2.10
	Slim Buttes
	

	3157
	W Short Pines
	0.84
	West Short Pines
	

	3158
	Olson
	0.78
	West Short Pines
	

	3158B
	3158B
	0.68
	West Short Pines
	

	3811
	Dugan Draw
	3.51
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	38111
	Butler Gulch
	2.51
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3812A
	3812A
	0.30
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3813B
	Plantation
	3.44
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	3814
	J T Smith
	1.12
	Ekalaka Hills
	

	38500
	38500
	2.77
	North Cave Hills
	

	 
	 
	67.72
	 
	Total



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	











� Table 2 describes in more detail the type of proposed motorized use.


� The decision to use existing system roads as the foundation for no action stems from 2005 Motorized Travel Rule guidance, including the following:





The Travel Management: Designated Routes and Areas for Motorized Use guide prepared by the Forest Service to aid in implementing the 2005 Motorized Travel Rule affirms that the starting point for travel analyses is the current network of system roads.


The Motor Vehicle Route and Area Designation Guide (version 111705) states, “There is no need to initiate a NEPA process to designate those NFS roads, NFS trails, and areas on NFS lands that are already managed for motor vehicle use where that use will continue unchanged, or to retain existing restrictions on motor vehicle use.”   
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