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NEWS RELEASE

USDA Forest Service

Custer National Forest

Beartooth Ranger District

6811 Hwy 212

                                                                                                                 Red Lodge, MT  59068




Contact:  Babete Anderson, 406-657-6205, ext. 239
#06
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Forest Service seeks public comment on Beartooth Front storm damage clean-up and fuels reduction.
A November 2007 wind event brought widespread damage to the Beartooth Front area.  This wind created heavy concentrations of wind damaged and fallen trees on U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and adjacent State of Montana Department of Natural Resources (DNRC) lands in the West Fork Rock Creek and on USFS lands in the Main Fork Rock Creek and Benbow area.  Concentrations of wind damaged and fallen trees in combination with fuels conditions that existed before the wind event have increased beetle infestation potential and created potentially hazardous fuel loads.  The USFS and DNRC are seeking public collaboration and comment on the Beartooth Front Storm Damage Clean-up and Fuels Reduction project.  This project consists of proposals to improve public and firefighter safety, clean up areas of wind-damaged trees, improve defensible space around structures, create fuel breaks, and reduce fuel loading.  Clean-up and fuels reduction will be accomplished through removal and sale of forest products and either removal or piling and burning of non-commercial materials.  Storm-damage clean-up and fuels reduction are proposed on approximately 939 acres of USFS lands and 123 acres of DNRC lands in the West Fork Rock Creek; 237 acres of storm-damage clean-up and fuels reduction on USFS lands in the Main Fork Rock Creek; and 109 acres of storm-damage clean-up on USFS lands in the Benbow area.  The West Fork Rock Creek area is approximately 2.5 miles southwest of Red Lodge, Montana.  The Main Fork Rock Creek area is approximately 9.5 miles south-southwest of Red Lodge.  Project maps and information are available on the internet at:

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/custer/
As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Forest Service is conducting scoping for public comment. Comments will be used to determine the level of analysis and identify any issues relating to this proposal. Concerns or issues should display points of dispute or debate relevant to the plans of operations. For further information, to provide comment, or to be added to the mailing list for this project, please contact Dan Seifert or Traute Parrie at the Beartooth Ranger District, 6811 US Highway 212 South, Red Lodge, MT, 59068; telephone: (406) 446-2103; e-mail: comments-northern-custer-beartooth@fs.fed.us. Please provide comment or input addressing this proposal by February 25, 2008.  Scoping comments received, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be part of the public record on this proposal and available for public inspection.
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