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Forest Service releases draft assessment and finding for Beartooth Front storm damage clean-up and fuels reduction project
The Custer National Forest has released the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Beartooth Front Storm Damage Clean-up and Fuels Reduction project in the West Fork Rock Creek area, approximately 2.5 miles southwest of Red Lodge.  This project proposes to improve public and firefighter safety, clean-up burned and wind-damaged trees, improve defensible space around structures, and reduce fuel loading on 935 acres of National Forest System lands.  The purpose and need of this project is to improve public and firefighter safety by 1) removing potentially hazardous burned trees along roads and near recreation sites and 2) reducing fuels to improve fire suppression capability and firefighter and public ingress/egress.  In burned areas, fuel reduction would include removing dead and dying trees to create a fuel break along West Fork Road.  In unburned areas, fuel reduction would include thinning live trees and removing wind damaged standing and downed trees along West Fork Road, treating willow and aspen stands, conifer removal in elk winter range areas, and improving defensibility around buildings on the National Forest.  Clean-up and fuels reduction will be accomplished through removal and sale of forest products and either removal or piling and burning of non-commercial materials.  Project information and maps are available on the internet at:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/custer/ 
Individuals and groups that previously submitted comments on this project are eligible to file an objection in response to the findings and analysis in the EA and draft FONSI.  Information on the objection process is available at:  http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-473.pdf.    For further information on this project or the Forest Service objection process, please contact the Beartooth Ranger District, 6811 US Highway 212 South, Red Lodge, MT, 59068; telephone: (406) 446-2103.
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