30-Day Notice of Comment and Appeal Procedures

Big Ice Cave Mineral Withdrawal

USDA - FOREST SERVICE

Custer National Forest

The Forest Service, Custer National Forest, is proposing to withdraw from location and entry under the United States mining laws Big Ice Cave and 170 acres of surrounding National Forest System lands.  Withdrawing this unique geologic ice cave attraction and the area surrounding the cave would protect it thereby ensuring the area’s present and future use identified in the Forest Plan for recreation. We are providing notice and comment pursuant to the procedures at 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 215.

Comments on this EA are requested from you and other reviewers.  Based on the analysis and comments, the Forest Supervisor will recommend whether or not to withdraw Big Ice Cave from mineral entry.  If he determines to move forward, he will recommend to the Regional Forester of the Northern Region to request the Secretary of the Interior, through the BLM, to withdraw Big Ice Cave from mineral entry.

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments will be accepted for 30 calendar days following publication of the Big Ice Cave Mineral Withdrawal project legal notice in the Billings Gazette, Great Falls Tribune, and Missoulian, the papers of record for the Regional Forester.  The legal notice is planned to be published on May 9, 2008.  This legal notice is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period for this proposal.  Only those who provide timely comments during the 30 day comment period will be eligible to appeal a decision for this project.  The notice, comment, and appeal procedures (36 CFR 215) are posted on the Internet at:  http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_05/36cfr215_05.html
A draft Finding of No Significant Impact and the Environmental Assessment for Big Ice Cave Withdrawal have been completed and are available for public review and comment.  These documents are available for viewing and downloading on the Custer National Forest website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/custer/.  To request a paper copy of the EA, request additional information, or obtain answers to questions, please contact Mark Slacks, Forest Planner, by telephone at 406-657-6205 x240.
Written, hand-delivered, or oral comments must be submitted to: Steve E. Williams, Forest Supervisor, , Custer National Forest, Big Ice Cave Mineral Withdrawal, 1310 Main Street, Billings, MT 59105, phone (406) 657-6205, fax (406) 657-6222.  Office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered or oral comments are: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.

Electronic comments must be in MS Word (.doc), Word Perfect, or RTF (.rtf) format and be sent to:  comments-northern-custer@fs.fed.us.  The subject line must contain “Big Ice Cave Mineral Withdrawal”.  For electronic comments, the sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement as confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated receipt, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means. Comments received, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for public inspection.

