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Recently, the Clearwater National Forest has received updated information using Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data that has estimated the amount of old growth forest-wide on the Clearwater National Forest to be 9.4 percent (mean) with a 90 percent confidence interval of  old growth between 7.3 percent (lower bound) to 11.8 percent (upper bound).  (See, Estimates of Old Growth for the Northern Region and National Forests, Report Number 06-03, November 1, 2006, and Estimates of Old Growth for the Clearwater National Forest, Report Number 06-06, November 27, 2006.)  The mean of this estimate is below the Clearwater Forest Plan standard of maintaining 10 percent old growth forest-wide.

The national Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program is a congressionally mandated, statistically-based, continuous inventory of the forest resources of the United States.  FIA provides a statistically-sound estimate of old growth both at the forest and regional level.  Estimates of Old Growth for the Clearwater National Forest, Report Number 06-06, November 27, 2006 summarizes the FIA information for the Clearwater National Forest in relation to old growth.

I recognize that the Clearwater National Forest has updated its own old growth database which indicates there is 18 percent old growth on the Clearwater – substantially more than the FIA estimate.  However, the accuracy of estimates from this database has not yet been determined.  To be conservative in our management of old growth, FIA will be used to estimate the percent of old growth forest-wide for the Clearwater National Forest until such time as the Clearwater National Forest can assess the accuracy of other estimates.

The Clearwater National Forest has not proposed projects that involve regeneration harvest of old growth since 1996 and will continue to not propose such projects.  Further, since FIA data indicates that the Clearwater may not meet the 10 percent Forest Plan standard we will take additional steps to insure that we are moving the Forest towards meeting that standard.  For projects that do not yet have NEPA decisions, I have decided to defer regeneration harvest in stands that are within 20 years of meeting the Green et al old-growth definition.  The purpose of this is to insure that those stands that are within 20 years of becoming old growth are available as recruitment for future old growth, moving us towards meeting the 10 percent Forest Plan standards.  The prescriptions for prescribed burns will be written to accomplish a similar intent of providing recruitment of future old growth by not being written with the intended result of creating regeneration stands.
Attachment A, Old Growth Guidance – Clearwater National Forest, shows that the Clearwater is rapidly moving toward meeting its Forest Plan old growth standard.  The analysis indicates that the estimated amount of old growth would exceed the 10 percent standard 10 years after the inventory date (2002).  Further this analysis shows that in 20 years not only will the mean be above the 10 percent Forest Plan standard, but the lower bound of the 90 percent confidence interval will also be above the 10 percent standard, at 10.3 percent  (with the upper bound at 15.5 percent).  This is expected as the Clearwater National Forest is approximately 1.8 million acres with 987,000 acres of that in suitable forest land and the Forest has conducted harvest activities averaging only approximately 1,100 acres per year from 2001 to 2005.  Please refer to the Attachment A, Old Growth -- Clearwater National Forest, for additional background information and for further guidance on how to implement this memo.  

The Clearwater National Forest is in transition.  We are revising our Land and Resource Management Plan using a newly developed planning rule.  Soon we will have a proposed revised Land and Resource Management Plan.  Using a combination of fire, mechanical treatment, and commercial timber harvest, the Forest, consistent with the Forest Plan, will focus vegetation management from one of timber production in some areas and use of fire in other areas to more integrated projects across the Forest prioritized and targeted to protect values at risk.  
We have many accessible “middle-aged” stands in need of treatment for forest health, wildlife habitat improvement, and other reasons.  As we move forward, we need to consider these needs along with priorities identified from the Regional Restoration Strategy, recommendations of Senator Crapo’s elk collaborative, biological opinions concerning listed species, and the Forest Plan as amended by PACFISH.
The Forest expects to use stewardship contracting and the full range of tools available to achieve diverse and sustainable vegetation on the landscape.  Future projects will reflect the integration of the need to ensure health and productive wildlife habitat, clean and abundant water, and healthy forests.

This memo applies during this interim time before we have a new Plan or until there is new information.  This guidance, while somewhat conservative, maintains options for the future as our proposed Revised Plan is finalized.  I recognize that this memo may cause additional field work before you undertake project decisions and I ask you to consult with Paul Moroz for any questions concerning this guidance.

I thank you for you support and understanding as we wend our way through this time of transition.    
	
	

	/s/  Tom Reilly
	 

	THOMAS K. REILLY
	 

	Forest Supervisor
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