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3/30/2007 Niche Statement (for coming decade)

	Clearwater NF Niche Bridge for Developed Recreation

Niche Emphasis:  Wild & remote.  Visitors come to ride, hike, camp, relax, and enjoy the scenery.  
Question #1

	Setting Names:
	Remote Backcountry
	Room to Roam and Ride
	Convenient Connections

	Setting Priority:
Which setting(s) best support

recreation sites?
Question #2
	Low
	High
	High

	Site Function and Theme:

How sites are designed & managed to best meet the Niche
Question #3
	Access to the forest, little or no amenities 
	Camping with few amenities, trailheads & river access that meet resource protection needs.  Conservation education information at key staging areas and concentrated use areas.
	Sites that accommodate higher densities of visitors.  Hardening of sites to protect the resource and to direct the visitors.  Interpretation and Education for the history buff and new Forest visitor.

	Key Activities:

In support of the Niche for the coming decade
Question #4

Riding = Horse, ATV, Snowmobile, Car, 4-wheel drive, Rafting, Kayaking, etc.
	Low or no amenity camping, hiking, viewing scenery & wildlife, fishing, hunting, backpacking, pack & saddle horse use.
	Low or no amenity camping, hiking, viewing scenery & wildlife, fishing, hunting, OHV use on designated routes, rental cabin opportunity, conservation education (i/e). 
	Driving for pleasure, camping, hiking, viewing scenery & wildlife, fishing, boating, and hunting, OHV riding on designated routes, recreational gold mining, rental cabin opportunities, interpretation & education, snowmobiling and cross country skiing. 

	Infrastructure
	Site Type and  Development Scale
Needed to provide key activities

Question #5

&

Question #6
(Sites will be the lowest Dev Scale possible to maintain visitor experience & protect the resource)
	Site Type
	Dev Scale
	Site Type
	Dev Scale
	Site Type
	Dev Scale

	
	
	Trailheads (if applicable)
	1
	Trailheads
	1-2
	Trailheads
	2-3

	
	
	Camping Area
	0-1
	Campgrounds
	2-3
	Winter Trailheads
	2-3

	
	
	Rental Cabins
	3-4
	Boat Launches
	1-2
	Campgrounds
	2-5

	
	
	
	
	Interpretive Sites
	1-2
	Boat Launches
	2-3

	
	
	
	
	Rental Cabins
	3-4
	Interpretive Sites
	2-5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Rental Cabins
	3-4

	
	Site Capacity
Low <50 PAOT

Medium  50–100 PAOT
High >100 PAOT
Question #6
	Low 

less than 50 PAOT
	Low 

less than 50 PAOT
	Medium - High
50 PAOT or more

	


Rivers and Room to Roam 





Just enough road to get there, still wild & remote, the Clearwater National Forest is where visitors can find adventure and places that make them feel like they’re the only person around.  Take an hour, a day, or even a week to immerse yourself in the big wild.  Blue Ribbon fisheries lure anglers, while wildlife draws hunters to the Forest.  Friends and family gather to relax, ride, hike, camp, and enjoy the scenery.  





Forest-wide Settings, Special Places, and Values:


The Clearwater National Forest stretches across spectacular, uncrowded, landscapes spanning the remote jagged peaks of the Bitterroot Mountains, deep river canyons, green forests, and the rolling hills of the Palouse Plateau. Roads lead to the edges while trails reach the backcountry.  Large expanses of open space offer a sense of freedom and room to roam.  A network of historic trails and roads gives visitors a chance to follow in the foot steps of Native Americans, the Lewis & Clark expedition, and miners in search of gold.   





Remote Backcountry – This setting encompasses the more remote, high country peaks and alpine lakes.  The Selway-Bitteroot Wilderness, recommended wilderness areas, and non-motorized backcountry areas are included. Opportunities for solitude, self reliance, and a sense of freedom are found here.  


Room to Roam & Ride – This big, vast setting is relatively undeveloped but offers visitors thousands of miles of designated roads and trails.  Deep canyons break the terrain along the North Fork of the Clearwater. To the south the historic ridge line corridor follows the pathway of the Nez Perce and Lewis & Clark.  This “backcountry to roam” offers adventure, challenge, and opportunities to spend days exploring without ever using the same route twice.  


Convenient Connections – This is where the forest interfaces and links with the local communities and private lands. From the Palouse plateau past the communities along the central edge of the forest, and up the rugged narrow canyon of the Lochsa River and Highway 12, visitors can expect convenience and beautiful backdrops.  The Palouse plateau continues to evolve from a forest-commodity emphasis to one of recreation.  The scenic byways and visitor centers are examples of special places that people return to again and again.








Forest-wide Activities/Opportunities/Experiences: Riding (on horse, on wheels, over snow, and on water), camping, hiking, viewing scenery & wildlife, fishing, and hunting occur all across the forest.  The clean water, beautiful scenery and history of this place are its greatest attractions.





Remote Backcountry – Backpacking, pack & saddle horse use, hunting and fishing all occur in this setting.


Room to Roam & Ride –Hiking, horse packing, fishing, hunting, primitive and developed camping, motorized use on designated routes and overnight stays in historic cabins are popular in this setting.  


Convenient Connections – The Palouse plateau and Forest edges offer hiking, horse back riding and motorized riding on designated routes.  The Lochsa River canyon is more developed, offering campgrounds that accommodate RVs, rustic river access for whitewater rafting, fishing, hunting, floating, and viewing spectacular river scenery.  Groomed snowmobile trails and cross-country skiing are popular on Lolo Pass as well as in the Palouse area.  Overnight stays in historic cabins are also available here.


Primary Visitors


Day Users�
Within 50 miles of the forest boundaries. �
�
Repeats�
Within 50 to 75 miles, visitors who know the area and tend to make frequent weekend visits.�
�
Perennials�
Greater that 75 miles away, visitors who come once or twice per year, typically for a week or more. �
�
 


















