
Preacher Dewey Project Description                                                      3/24/2009
Introduction

The North Fork Ranger District of the Clearwater National Forest is proposing the Preacher Dewey project within the Orofino Creek drainage between Clearwater Gulch and Dewey Point.   The 7,223 acre project area is located approximately 1.5 miles east of Pierce, Idaho in Township 36N, R6E, Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, B.M.and a portion of Section 33, T37N, R5E, B.M., Clearwater County, Idaho. The project area is accessed by roads 250, 542, 5160, 5180, 5145, 5173 and 5278.  Portions of the project area are located within the wildland urban interface (WUI) area of Pierce.
Forest Plan Management Direction

The Clearwater Forest Plan establishes overall management direction for the Forest.  The following is a brief description of each management area relevant to this project analysis area.  Refer to Chapter III of the Forest Plan for Forest-wide goals and standards applicable to all management areas within the Clearwater National Forest.  The Forest Plan management areas within this project area are:
· Management Area E1 - Timber Management - Provide optimum, sustained production of timber products in a cost-effective manner while protecting soil and water quality.  All proposed treatment areas are within this management area.
· Management Area M2 - Riparian Conservation Areas - Manage under the principles of multiple use as areas of special consideration, distinctive values, and integrated with adjacent management areas  to the extent that water and other riparian-dependent resources are protected.  The Forest Plan has been amended to include PACFISH riparian habitat protection measures. Default PACFISH riparian habitat conservation areas (RHCAs), include those areas within 300 feet of fish bearing streams, 150 feet of small non-fish bearing perennial streams, 100 feet of intermittent streams and wetlands in non-key watersheds and unstable areas.  No timber harvest would occur in these areas.

Project Purpose and Need
The following condensed purpose and need statements provide the overall project objectives to bring the project area into compliance with Forest Plan standards. 
· Reduce fuel buildup in stands in the wildland urban interface (WUI) where changing stand conditions have resulted in high amounts of surface and ladder fuels.

·    Reduce long-term sedimentation to streams caused by excess roads, and stabilize stream banks made unstable by motorized vehicles or mining.

·    Improve species diversity, stand productivity and fire resiliency by reestablishing early seral tree species that historically dominated the cover type in this area and by reducing stand densities in overstocked stands.

·    Provide for motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities while protecting resources.
·    Provide for security and interpretation of historic mining artifacts and sites.

Preliminary Issues:

Mitigation measures, project design features, and alternatives to the proposed action will be developed as needed to address these issues and others that may surface during public scoping and further analysis.     
· Soils – Soil productivity is a concern.  Harvest practices are needed which minimize soil disturbance and maintains woody debris to assist in soil retention and long term nutrient cycling.  Old log landings and roads have been compacted to the point of causing long term detrimental soil impacts.  The project would focus on decompacting soil impact areas.

· Water Quality – The project area is located entirely within the Orofino Creek drainage.  The pollutants of concern are bacteria, nutrients, sediment, and temperature as noted by the Department of Environmental quality.  The proposed project would be designed to have no effect on those pollutants of concern. 
· OHV Use - The area has a long history of OHV use and a proliferation of unauthorized trails.  Existing and potential routes would be evaluated and routes constructed and/or designated as necessary to provide OHV opportunities and reduce resource impacts.  
· Wildland Urban Interface Fire/Fuel Management – The project area resides within the wildland-urban interface (WUI) of Pierce.  The issue was raised that National Forest lands pose a threat to private lands in and around the project area and to resources within the project area, due to deteriorated timber stand conditions.  General fire protection goals for Forest Service management in the project area are to: 1) Prevent and suppress wildfires commensurate with resource values to protect while recognizing the role of fire in ecological processes; 2) limit the size of wildfires in immature timber to one acre or less, in mature timber to 40 acres or less. To achieve the goals: 1) Breaks in fuel continuity that would improve the effectiveness and ease of limiting the spread of unwanted wildfires from or onto adjoining land ownerships need to be created and maintained; 2) heavy accumulations of ladder fuels or large, down fuels in untreated forest stands needs to be reduced; and 3) conditions to favor slow-burning ground fire instead of unmanageable crown fires and the perpetuation or restoration of fire-resistant (seral) tree species be restored on the landscape.
· Forest Health and Productivity - Some timber stands within the project area are overstocked or have deteriorated to the point of not promoting timber production as outlined in the Forest Plan.  Not treating these timber stands would result in the loss of the stands sustained productivity and economic value.  The risks of unwanted forest insect/disease outbreaks threatening timber production and increasing fire severity/size are increasing due to an increase in fire-intolerant tree species (grand fir and Douglas fir) and densities. 
· Heritage - The project area has many historic mining sites that need to be evaluated and protected.
Alternatives:

The tentative alternatives for this proposal consist of two alternatives; Alternative 1 – No Action and Alternative 2 – Proposed Action.  Other alternatives may be formulated following public scoping and further analysis.  

Proposed Action: 

The Preacher Dewey project tentatively proposes to analyze the following activities:

· OHV routes - Designate an OHV route that follows the old wagon road up the ridge north of Clearwater Gulch from the 5162 road to the 538 road; approximate length is 1.5 miles.  This route would connect to system roads heading to the east and cross the 250 road to connect to Trail 76.  Change the access restriction on 0.9 miles of Trail 76 from motorcycles only to motorized <50" in width, which would allow OHV use in addition to motorcycles.  Eliminate access on other non-system routes.

· Road Decommissioning - Decommission roads not meeting transportation needs and/or determined to be causing uncontrollable watershed impacts.  14.8 miles of roads have been tentatively identified.  
· Road intermittent stored service (ISS)- Identify roads not needed for the next twenty or more years and place them into a stable condition that doesn't require periodic road maintenance; 0.3 miles identified.  Many more ISS roads will likely be identified during the transportation analysis.   
· Timber harvest - 685 acres proposed for timber harvest. 



a. Commercial thin: Reduce stand density in overstocked commercial timber stands to 

improve forest health and reduce potential fire impacts; 531 acres tentatively 


identified.   



b. Regeneration: Regenerate non-old growth or step-down timbered stands that are 

understocked or exhibit out of control insect and/or disease problems; 154 acres 


identified. 



c. Specified road reconstruction: Reconstruct roads needed for timber harvest to 


stabilize them for immediate and future use; 0.6 miles identified to access units 102 

and 126.  



d. Specified road construction: Construct a new road needed for immediate and future 

use; 0.6 miles identified to access unit 128.



e. Temporary roads: Develop ridge top low impact temporary road s for short term 

access, obliterate these roads following use.  One mile identified to access units 101, 

104, 102, 110, 111 and 112.  
· Heritage Resources Interpretive Trail - Develop a non-motorized interpretive heritage trail in the Clearwater Gulch area to discuss the project area mining history.  Two trails are proposed, a 0.4 mile trail across the creek and around the picnic area and a 3.4 mile trail going up the Clearwater Gulch drainage along the decommissioned 5162 road bed, then turning north following mining ditches across the old wagon road for ½ mile than back to the old wagon road along mining ditches and down to the picnic site.  
· Roadside fuel treatment - Create a fuel break and fire resistant access route by reducing ladder fuels along the main access roads.  Portions of the 250, 538, 542, 5160, 5180, 5278, 5145, and 5173 roads appear to be suitable roadside fuel abatement candidates.  These roads would create 19.2 miles of expanded fuel breaks.  Fuel abatement work would be conducted within riparian areas where needed; however, no equipment would be operated off-existing roads and fuel treatment would consist of tree limbing, thinning and brush reduction.
· Precommercial Thinning: Identify overstocked non-commercial size timber stands and 
thin the trees out to reduce tree stress and promote species diversity, and tree growth and vigor.  Adequately treat slash generated to reduce the fire hazard.  About 365 acres have been identified for pre-commercial thinning.  
Additional Project Information:

A travel analysis will be conducted to determine the long term transportation needs and to identify decompaction, decommissioning, intermittent stored or term service road and trail candidates and to review road access restrictions.  

· Visual quality objectives for this area are maximum modification.  The proposed action meets this objective.
· Ridge top temporary roads would be needed to access some of the harvest areas.  Temporary roads would be obliterated following use.
· Snags (dead standing trees), which are not a hazard during the felling or skidding operation would be retained and down woody material would be left for wildlife and long-term site productivity.

· Tops would remain attached and skidded to the landing to reduce the amount of slash within harvest units. The slash created at landings would be piled and burned or utilized as biomass fuel for energy production.  Any limbs or tops that break off in the falling or skidding operations would be left on site: this plus the current down woody material would provide sufficient habitat for wildlife and the needed nutrients for long-term site productivity, while abating fire hazards from logging slash . 

· PACFISH guidelines would be applied to protect aquatic resources.   Roadside fuel treatments within riparian areas would maintain shade by limiting treatments to limbing trees, thinning sub-merchantable trees and cutting brush.  

· Heritage resource assessments would be completed in the area prior to a project decision.

· No old growth would be proposed for harvest.  Ten percent of the old growth analysis has been designated for old growth management.
· The project will be evaluated for listed Threatened or Endangered fish or wildlife species including lynx, wolf and bull trout.  

· The project is not located in any grazing allotments.  The Musselshell Grazing allotment is located to the south of the project area.    
· Site specific silvicultural prescriptions and marking guidelines would be completed prior to on the ground layout.

· An economic analysis was completed and the project is economically feasible.
Past, Present and Future projects: The Preacher Dewey project is contained within the Orofino Creek drainage.  The drainages within the project area were extensively mined from the 1860s to 1930s.  Some commercial mining is still going on in Clearwater Gulch, Preacher Creek and along Orofino Creek.  Timber harvesting has also been very active within the project area, with the bulk of the clearcut harvests taking place from the 1950s to 1970s.  The last harvesting within the project area took place in the mid 1990s.  Timber harvesting has been active throughout the Orofino Creek drainage, especially on the private lands downstream from the project area.  The Gezel project, which includes harvest and road work, is located within the Orofino Creek drainage east of the Preacher Dewey project area and should be completed in 2009.     
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