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Dear Forest User, 

Introduction 
The Clearwater National Forest will be considering a number of project proposals and conducting 

environmental analysis in the near future.  A separate decision will be made on each individual proposal. 

Please review the following proposals and submit your comments so they can be included in our analysis. 

 

Background 
The Clearwater National Forest has made a preliminary assessment that these proposals fall within 

categories of actions listed in 36 CFR 220.6 that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental 

Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement and that no extraordinary circumstances exist that would 

preclude use of these categories. The following list provides brief project descriptions.  If you have 

questions or want more information on any project, please contact Tammy Harding, Small NEPA 

Coordinator at (208) 926-6436 or e-mail tharding@fs.fed.us. 

 

Forestwide Proposals 

Forestwide Gopher Control - 2009 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6 (e)(5)  Regeneration of an area to native tree species, including 

site preparation that does not involve the use of herbicides or result in vegetation type conversion. 

This project would treat selected plantations on the Clearwater National Forest with 0.5% strychnine 

alkaloid treated oats to suppress northern pocket gopher populations and limit the seedling damage and 

mortality they cause. All acres to be treated are in Management Area E-1 which is timber producing land 

that is to be managed for healthy timber stands and allows for the harvesting of wood products.  No 

treatment would be applied within PACFISH buffers. Strychnine breaks down rapidly in the environment 

where it is subject to decomposition by microorganisms into innocuous chemical elements.  Research 

suggests a half life for strychnine in bait between two weeks and one month  (Starr, 1993).  The 

strychnine treated bait normally molds within 10 to 14 days under average soil moisture conditions and 

becomes unpalatable to pocket gophers and other rodents. This is a routine treatment and has been done 

on the Clearwater National Forest for the past 23 years.  During this time no significant adverse effects on 

other animal species or water quality has been seen. 

 

Forestwide Road Maintenance 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6 (d)(4)  Repair and maintenance of roads, trails, and landline 

boundaries. 

 
This project would authorize specific, routine road maintenance activities to be performed annually across 

the Clearwater National Forest on approximately 250 miles of high clearance vehicle roads and 500 miles 
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of passenger car roads.  Maintenance activities would be conducted in compliance with FSM 7705, 7714 

and FSH 7709.58.  These maintenance activities are conducted to prevent damage to the transportation 

facilities, maintain safety and preclude adverse impacts to resources resulting from lack of road 

maintenance.  Work items routinely performed as road maintenance include:  surface maintenance, which 

includes blading, dust abatement, asphalt repair, asphalt treatment (seal coats and asphalt overlays); 

surface replacement; subgrade repair; drainage maintenance which includes repair and replacement of 

structures in kind or to accommodate hydrologic function; vegetation management which includes 

brushing, limbing, seeding and mulching; slide repair; sign maintenance and replacement (to MUTCD 

standards); placement and maintenance of access controls (gates); and major structure maintenance and 

repair  bridges and large culverts.   

 

Palouse Ranger District proposals 

McGary Butte Road 3308 Access Special Use Permit (SUP) 

Legal Description:  T40N, R1E, Sections 18, 19, 20 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6 (e)(3)  Approval, modification or continuation of minor special uses 

of NFS lands that require less than five contiguous acres of land.   

This proposal would issue a 5 year SUP to allow seasonal access to private property surrounded by 

National Forest land via Forest Service Road 3308.  The last mile of this road into the private property is 

currently closed yearlong to full sized vehicles due to soil and water concerns.  The SUP would include 

provisions regarding use of the road during dry periods only.  A gate across this road would remain in 

place and locked at all times.  See attached map #1 for more information. 

 

Tee & Colby Meadow Restoration 
Legal Description:  T40N, R1W, Sections 5, 8 

Proposed Categories:  36 CFR 220.6 (d)(4)(5) Repair and maintenance of roads, trails and landline 

boundaries and recreation sites and facilities and,  36 CFR 220.6 (e)(7)(9) Modification or maintenance of 

stream or lake aquatic habitat improvement structures using native materials or normal practices; and 

implementation or modification of minor management practices to improve allotment condition or animal 

distraction when an allotment management plan is not yet in place. 

This proposal would conduct restoration activities in three areas near Corral Creek, tributary to Potlatch 

River, on Forest Service lands. These activities would be conducted in conjunction with restoration 

activities on adjacent private property, so the entire system would be linked and the work would be 

accomplished with the least number of entries, cost and disturbance.  This proposal would authorize the 

following activities.  See attached maps #2 & #3 for more information. 

Area 1 – This is the upper end of the project.  A ditch plug would be installed to divert flow into the 

sinuous, historic channel.  Planting, fencing and rehabilitation of the existing livestock crossing would be 

completed to improve conditions of the East Fork of Corral Creek.   Bare ground would be seeded, 

mulched and planted with native riparian species.  Several hundred native riparian woody and herbaceous 

plants would be planted over the next 3 years.   

Area 2 -Approximately 600 feet of degraded channel and 600 feet of meadow road cross through Area 2 

on FS property.  Proposed treatments include installation of a channel plug in the degraded channel, 

sloping of the banks, seeding, installation of erosion control material, planting, and finally decompaction, 

revegetation, and abandonment of the road following the instream work.  After the entire project is 

completed, the flow would be carried in the historic channel to the west, part of which (250’) crosses 

through FS lands in this area.  The ditch plug in the existing channel would create one of a series of off-

channel wetlands planned for the existing channel. 

Area 3 – The road surface would be graded and encroaching vegetation (20 feet either side of centerline) 

cleared on approximately 1,310 feet of FS road.  This would be done in conjunction with proposed 
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realignment of an existing heavy haul road, upslope of the meadow, on adjacent private lands.  A culvert 

would be installed where intermittent flow from a draw crosses the existing road, reducing erosion. 

 

North Fork District proposals 

Duncan Outfitter Special Use Permit 

Legal Description:  T40N, R11E, Sections 19 & 30 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6 (d)(10)  Amendment to or replacement of an existing special use 

authorization that involves only administrative changes and does not involve changes in the authorized 

facilities or increase in the scope or intensity of authorized activities, or extensions to the term of 

authorization, when the applicant or holder is in full compliance with the terms and conditions of the 

special use authorization.   

This project proposes to issue a new 10 year special use permit to the new owner of this outfitter 

operating area. There would be no change to the existing approved operations or activities.  

 

Klondike Mine Drilling Exploration 

Legal Description: T37N, R6E, Section 34 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6 (e)(8)  Short-term (1 year or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical 

investigations and their incidental support activities that may require cross-country travel by vehicles and 

equipment, construction of less than 1 mile of low standard road, or use and minor repair of existing 

roads. 

This project would approve mineral exploration activities on the access road to the Klondike millsite and 

camp.  The road is not numbered.  A small core portable drill would drill one inch holes in the existing 

road template. Portions of this graveled roadway would be brushed out with handtools to facilitate 

access.  A temporary culvert may be installed to drain a small seep that saturates a 10 to 15 foot section 

of the road.  A gate may be installed on the access road near its junction with Forest Service Road 547.  

See attached map #4 for more information. 

 

Lochsa Ranger District proposals 

Musselshell Road 5204 Culvert Removal 
Legal Description: T36N, R6E, Section 33, NW ¼ of NW ¼   

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6 (e)(7)  Modification or maintenance of stream or lake aquatic habitat 

improvement structures using native materials or normal practice. 

This project proposes to remove an 8 foot bottomless arch culvert in the mainstem of Musselshell Creek 

on Road 5204.  The existing culvert is short and the road prism is eroding into Musselshell Creek.  There 

are 2 fill failures adjacent to the culvert that chronically fail directly into Musselshell Creek.  Road 5204 

is currently in intermittent storage.  All culverts have been pulled and the road is outsloped or 

recontoured for its entire length.  All roads tributary to Road 5204 have been decommissioned, including 

Road 5177; which takes off from Road 5204 just beyond the culvert.  See attached map #5 for more 

information. 

 

Mox Creek Road 5128 Culvert Removal 

Legal Description: T36N, R6E, Section 13, SW ¼ of SW ¼  

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6 (e)(7) Modification or maintenance of stream or lake aquatic habitat 

improvement structures using native materials or normal practice. 

This project proposes to remove an undersized 36 inch round culvert in the mainstem of Mox Creek on 

Road 5128.  The culvert poses a partial barrier to westslope cutthroat and other aquatic organisms.  Also, 

it is not passing the sediment load or high flows effectively, causing changes in channel morphology in 

the vicinity of the culvert.   
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Road 5128 is currently closed yearlong to all vehicles except bicycles and snowmobiles; it can be 

accessed from the south off Road 523. In addition, 0.4 miles of Road 5128 (within the Mox Creek 

drainage) would no longer be needed and would be decommissioned under this project.  The remainder 

of Road 5128, south to Road 523, is in a stable location and has no stream crossings. This project would 

be accomplished under partnership with the Nez Perce Tribe and BPA (Bonneville Power Company).  

See attached map #6 for more information. 

 

ROW, Hike, Bike 
Legal Description: See attached maps 

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6 (d)(10) Amendment to or replacement of an existing special use 

authorization that involves only administrative changes and does not involve changes in the authorized 

facilities or increase in the scope or intensity of authorized activities, or extensions to the term of 

authorization, when the applicant or holder is in full compliance with the terms and conditions of the 

special use authorization. 

This proposal would authorize an existing outfitter/guide to conduct guided hiking and mountain biking 

day trips in the Syringa, Lowell and Selway River areas.  The proposed hiking and biking would occur 

on approximately 210 miles of existing roads and 90 miles of existing trails located on the Lochsa 

District of the Clearwater National Forest and the Moose Creek District of the Nez Perce National 

Forest.   

Hiking and biking activities would be provided for approximately 480 people per year and occur 

primarily in the following geographic areas: 

On the Lochsa District  

� in Syringa and Lowell, including Swan and Smith Creek Roads, Bridge Creek and Big Hill 

areas, 

� Canyon, Apgar, Fish and Sherman Creeks 

� Lochsa Down River Trail 

On the Moose Creek District 

� Selway River, Coolwater and Big Fog areas including the Boyd-Glover Trail, 

� Swiftwater and lodge Point, 

� Lookout Butte, Goddard Point, 

� O’Hara Creek, Stillman Point and Iron Mountain 

� Meadow Creek 

All activities would take place on existing roads and trails; no new construction or alterations to access 

prescriptions are proposed.  Hikers and bicycles are currently allowed to use the identified roads and 

trails. 

 

Portions of the proposal lie within the Middle Fork Clearwater Wild and Scenic River, including the 

Lochsa and Selway Rivers; Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness; O’Hara Research Natural Area; and the North 

Lochsa Slope, Rackcliff-Gedney, Meadow Creek, Middle Fork Face and O’Hara Falls roadless areas.  

See attached maps #7 & #8 for more information. 

 

Powell Ranger District proposals 

Powell Ranger Station Sewer Line Replacement 
Legal Description: T37N, R14W, Section 33, NE ¼, SW ¼  

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6 (d)(3) Repair and maintenance of administrative sites. 

This project proposes to replace approximately 100 feet of sewer line at the Powell Ranger Station.  

Replacement is required for the continued use of the current sanitation system at the Powell Ranger 

Station. 
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Savage Pass Culvert Replacement 

Legal Description:  T35N, R15E, Sections 5, SW ¼ of SW ¼; Section 28, NW ¼ of NE ¼, and Section 

17, SW ¼  of SW ¼   

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6 (d)(4)  Repair and maintenance of roads, trails and landline 

boundaries. 

This project proposes to replace 3 culverts on high use Roads 360 and 359. On Road 360, 2 culverts 

would be replaced at Swamp Creek and MP 3.7.  These culverts are degrading and introducing sediment 

into the watershed.  Replacement with larger culverts may create more habitat for westslope cutthroat 

trout and other organisms.  A culvert on Road 359 at MP 1.6 is failing and the road width is decreasing, 

introducing sediment into the watershed through Alkire Creek. This culvert would be replaced with a 

larger, longer culvert. See attached map #9 for more information. 

 

Warm Springs Toilet Placement 
Legal Description: T36N, R13E, Section 7 and T33N, R7E, Section 11 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6(d)(5)  Repair and maintenance of recreation sites and facilities. 

This project proposes to install a vault toilet at the Warm Springs Trailhead parking lot, north of Highway 

12 near MP 152 to address the growing human waste problem in the trailhead and hot springs area.  The 

toilet would be relocated from its current location at the east end of Apgar Campground.  

 

Road 860466 Decommissioning 
Legal Description: T37N, R13E, Section 17, NE ¼, SW ¼  

Proposed Category: 36 CFR 220.6(d)(4) Repair and maintenance of roads, trails and landline 

boundaries. 

This project proposes to decommission .4 miles of an overgrown road that is not currently part of the 

National Forest Road System and is not needed.  This nonsystem road junctions Road 108 at MP 3.4 and 

is currently inaccessible and contains log culverts.  This project would be done in conjunction with 

drainage improvements to Road 108 adjacent to Waw’aalamnime Creek.  See attached map #10 for more 

information.   

 

Request for Scoping Comments 
We are interested in your comments about these proposals and invite you to send site-specific written 

comments to us by February 27, 2009.  Written comments should be submitted to Tammy Harding, Small 

NEPA Coordinator, Lochsa Ranger District, 502 Lowry Street, Kooskia, Idaho  83539.  The office 

business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are:  8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday through 

Friday, excluding holidays.  Oral comments must be provided during normal business hours via telephone 

(208) 926-6436 or in person.  Electronic comments should be submitted in rich text format (.rtf) or Word 

(.doc) to comments-northern-clearwater-lochsa@fs.fed.us.  Thank you for your interest in the Clearwater 

National Forest. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Cynthia A. Lane(for)   

THOMAS K. REILLY   

Forest Supervisor   
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