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ABSTRACT: Three of the five years Frequent droughts cause
from 1959 to 1963 were drought years

in the Bogard Ranger District in range management problems.
northeastern California. recipita- :

tion records for 28 years from the The forage Supply rpay
Bogard area show that (a) dro;_]]ghé fall short of the needs of live-
conditions were present in one-thir

of the years; (bg drought occurred in stock. Stock water poqu
about 54 percent of the falls and may dry up. Revegetation
springs, 36 percent of the winters, and plant—control proj ects
and 50 percent of the summers; and : 3

ic) in 42 percent of the years at may fail. And fire danger is
east two of the three main seasons greatly increased. Such

KRSLELFRELER, SoxicE), shirt Sy problems bother ranchers,

whose cattle graze the moun-
tain ranges of the National
Forests, and administrators of these ranges.

Our study of drought conditions deals with the Bogard Ranger
District of the LLassen National Forest, about 40 miles northwest
of Susanville, Similar amounts and patterns of precipitation may
be found throughout much of northeastern California. Th e infor-
mation from our study, therefore, has much wider application than
just to the Bogard Ranger District,

Severe drought occurred here in 3 of the 5 years from 1959
to 1963. This gave rise to the questions: How often can drought
be expected in the Bogard area? Which seasons are most likely to
be dry? What are the chances of two consecutive seasons being
dry? To answer such questions, we checked precipitation records
from the Blacks Mountain Experimental Forest, on the Lassen
National Forest, about 12 miles northwest of the Bogard Ranger
Station.

The monthly records covered the period from 1935 to the
summer of 1960 . Individual monthly records were not available for
the winters of 1955 to 1957. Records from 1960 to 1963 came
from the Champs Flat storage gage maintained by the California
Department of Water Resources and from this Experiment Station's
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