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PREFACE 
 
Mediterranean-type ecosystems, which typically have a 

summer drought, are of worldwide importance. They are 
present in North and South America, Europe, Africa, and 
Australia. In California, the regions of Mediterranean climate 
contain more than 70 percent of the State's population in about 
40 percent of its land area. The Mediterranean Rim countries 
have high population concentrations and ancient cultures. The 
South African, Australian, and Chilean ecosystems, though 
less densely populated, have long histories of human impact. 

Much of the conceptual development and organization of 
this Symposium arose from the great need to establish better 
mechanisms of information exchange between scientists and 
resource managers. This need is recognized as an international 
problem. We therefore envisioned a forum for the exchange of 
information that would meet the following requirements: 
• Provide opportunity for researchers and practitioners to talk 

to each other 
• Involve representatives of many nations and many disci-

plines, and deal with many levels of ecosystem organization 
• Generate a published volume of proceedings as a source of 

information for participants and others. 
The first two of these requirements were met during the con-
ferences. Publication of these Proceedings meets the third 
requirement. 

Some of the participants at the conference described them-
selves as practitioners; others, in about equal numbers, as 
researchers. These two groups made up more than two-thirds 
of the participants. Others described themselves as primarily 
educators, students, environmentalists, or members of the 
interested public. Of the 377 or more registered participants, 
about 10 percent were from countries other than the United 
States. 

Numerous sponsoring organizations, listed on the preceding 
page, contributed money, time, and supplies to the Sym-
posium. Also listed are those persons who shared in organizing 
and carrying out the meetings. The task could not have been 
accomplished without the support of these groups. Not in-
cluded in the list are a great many special people in each of the 
sponsoring organizations who also made important things 
happen. These workers were involved all the way from the first 
ideas for the Symposium to the completion of this publication. 
It is the anonymous workers who make those who are named 
look good. 

The 5-day Symposium was organized into 15 sessions, a 
number which made necessary two and even three concurrent 
sessions at times. Selected product displays were in place 
during the day and posters were presented at two evening 
 

sessions. As much as possible, the sessions were arranged to 
avoid conflict between closely related subjects in the same 
time slots. These Proceedings, therefore, do not follow the 
day-to-day sequence of the program, but are organized accord-
ing to subject matter. 

An examination of the "Perspectives" of scientific and 
management programs began the Symposium and also intro-
duces these Proceedings. Following are sections on "Vegeta-
tion," "Fauna," "Soils," "Hydrology," and "Fire," each 
drawing the appropriate sessions together. Then a section on 
"Planning" covers a single session. The final paper for each 
session was prepared, usually by the coordinator, as a sum-
mary and synthesis of the papers presented. "Review and 
Follow-up" presents remarks made in a concluding session by 
selected participants, and also includes two additional papers. 
One describes the Laguna-Morena Demonstration Area, the 
subject of an afternoon field trip. The second discusses certain 
problems of particular concern to developing countries. The 
final section in these Proceedings is the "Poster 
Presentations," which provides brief summaries of the dis-
plays, arranged in alphabetic order. 

To expedite the publication of the Proceedings, we asked 
each author to assume full responsibility for submitting manu-
scripts in photoready format by the time the conference con-
vened. The views expressed in each paper are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of the sponsoring organi-
zations. Trade names are used solely for necessary information 
and do not imply endorsement by sponsoring organizations. 

In the opening session, one speaker suggested forming a 
Mediterranean Ecosystems Institute with international partici-
pation. The proposal was widely discussed and favorably 
received during the week that followed. Presently, efforts are 
being made toward the establishment of an international steer-
ing committee. A first step being planned is the formation of a 
representative working group that would operate within the 
framework of an existing international organization. Contin-
ued exchange among scientists and practitioners on an interna-
tional scale through such a group is needed if the best and most 
appropriate methodologies are to be applied to land resource 
problems in all Mediterranean climate ecosystems. 
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