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he potential worth of tanoak (Lithocarpus den-Tsiflorus [Hook. & Arn.] Rehd.) was recognized 
as early as 1908 when sudworthl noted the "promise 
it gives of furnishing good commercial timber in a 
region particularly lacking in hardwoods." Abundant 
in northwestern California and southwestern Oregon 
(specifically in Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, 
Curry, and Josephine Counties), the species extends 
southward in the California Coast Ranges to Santa 
Barbara County. It grows particularly well in the 
central Sierra Nevada, and is in plentiful supply in 
Butte and Yuba Counties, in central California. 

The wood of tanoak has several outstanding attri- 
butes, not the least of which is appearance. Numerous 
tall rays give rotary-cut veneer and flat-grain surface 
lumber a striking appearance, resembling rift-sawed 
oak. The wood is tough and hard. It has outstanding 
strength, resists denting and abrasion, machines 
easily, and does not split when fasteners are used. In 
addition, it takes stains and finishes well, and forms 
strong joints with glues. 

Ironically, native California hardwoods, and specif- 
ically tanoak, which could provide a major opportun- 
ity for increased wood and fiber production, are 
scarcely utilized. Although California has a variety of 
well established hardwood industries, raw material for 
them traditionally is imported from other sources. 
Recently, however, increased utilization of tanoak for 
pulp, prohibitive costs of rail transportation from east 
to  west, and the dwindling supply of high .quality 

' Sudworth, George B. 1908. Forest trees of the Pacific 
slope. 441 p. U.S. Government Print. Off., Washington, D.C. 

hardwood sawlogs in eastern forests have prompted a 
new look at this species. 

According to 1954 and 1968 surveys, the supply 
of tanoak sawtimber is 2.04 billion board feet in 
California and 1.52 billion board feet in Oregon. 
About 58 percent of this volume is in trees larger 
than 20.9 inches in breast-height diameter. This high 
proportion of large trees is significant because less 
than one-fifth of the hardwood sawtimber in the 
United States is 15 inches in diameter or larger and of 
grades 1 and 2.2 

Seasoning used to be a problem, but reliable tech- 
niques are available now and are described extensively 
in the literature. The cold soda process works well 
and produces a good pulp.3 Satisfactory offset print- 
ing and duplicating papers have been manufactured 
with mixtures of Douglas-fir and sulfate pulps of 
tanoak. Recently, tanoak and other hardwood species 
have been mechanically chipped in the woods and 
exported to  Japan. The wood is ideally suited for 
pallets, flooring, industrial decking, and baseball bats. 
It is recommended for paneling, veneer, and plywood, 
and has been used for boat parts, crossties, and mine 
timbers. Suggested limitations to increased utilization 
are the scattered nature of the stands and the high 
amount of cull material in the trees. 

'Siegel, William C., and Clark Row. 1965. US.hardwood 
imports grow as world supplies expand. U S D A  Forest Serv. 
Res. Paper SO-17, 25 p., Southern Forest Exp. Stn., New 
Orleans, La. 

Overholscr, James L. 1968. Oregon hardwood saw-
timber. Forest Res. Lab. Rep. G-9 ,52  p., Oregon State Univ., 
Corvallis. 
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