
Managing and Monitoring Birds Using Point Counts: Standards and Applications 

Appendix B--Families and common and scientific names of bird species 

Family name Common name Scientific name 

Ardeidae American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus 

 Great-blue Heron Ardea herodias 

Anatidae Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

Rallidae Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis 

Cathartidae Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 

Accipitridae Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 

 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 

 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

 Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 

 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 

Falconidae Collared Forest-falcon Micrastur semitorquatus 

 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 

 Merlin Falco columbarius 

Cracidae Plain Chachalaca Ortalis vetula 

Phasianidae Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus 

 Spruce Grouse Dendrapogus canadensis 

 Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus 

 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 

Laridae Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 

Charadriidae Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 

Scolopacidae Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 

 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia 

 Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 

 Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus 

 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

 American Woodcock Scolopax minor 

Columbidae Rock Dove Columba livia 

 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 

Psittacidae Yellow-lored Parrot Amazona xantholora 

Cuculidae Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus 

 Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 

Strigidae Great-horned Owl Bubo virginianus 

 Ferruginous Pygmy-owl Glaucidium brasilianum 

 Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus 

 Northern Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis caurina 

 Great Gray Owl Strix nebulosa 

Caprimulgidae Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus 
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Family name Common name Scientific name 

Apodiformes Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 

Trochilidae Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 

 Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope 

 Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus 

Alcedinidae Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon 

Ramphastidae Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus 

Picidae Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 

 Golden-fronted Woodpecker Centurus aurifrons 

 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 

 Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 

 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 

 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 

 Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus 

 Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides articus 

 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 

 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 

 Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis 

Tyrannidae Northern Bentbill Oncostoma cinereigulare 

 White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus 

 Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus borealis 

 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 

 Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 

 Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 

 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii 

 Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 

 Alder Flycatcher Epidonax alnorum 

 Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 

 Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe 

 Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 

 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 

 Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 

 Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 

Alaudidae Horned Lark Eremophilia alpestris 

Hirundinidae Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 

 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 

 Cliff Swallow Hirundo pyrrhonta 

 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

 Purple Martin Progna subis 

Corvidae Gray Jay Perisoreus canadensis 

 Steller’s Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 

 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 

 Brown Jay Cyanocorax morio 
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Family name Common name Scientific name 

Corvidae 
   continued 

Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana 

 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 

 Common Raven Corvus corax 

 Black-billed Magpie Pica pica 

Paridae Black-capped Chickadee Parus atricapillus 

 Carolina Chickadee Parus carolinensis 

 Mountain Chickadee Parus gambeli 

 Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsonicus 

 Chestnut-backed Chickadee Parus rufescens 

 Tufted Titmouse Parus bicolor 

Sittidae Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 

 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 

Certhiidae Brown Creeper Certhia americana 

Troglodytidae Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 

 Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 

 House Wren Troglodytes aedon 

 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

Muscicapidae Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 

 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula 

 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 

 Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 

 Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 

 Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi 

 Veery Catharus fuscescens 

 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 

 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 

 Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 

 American Robin Turdus migratorius 

 Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius 

 Hawaiian Thrush Myastes obscurus 

Mimidae Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 

 Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus 

 Brown Thrasher Taxostoma rufum 

Bombycillidae Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 

Sturnidae European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Vireonidae White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 

 Solitary Vireo Vireo solitarius 

 Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 

 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 

 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 

 Lesser Greenlet Hylophilus decurtatus 
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Family name Common name Scientific name 

Emberizidae Orange-crowned Warbleer Vernivora celata 

 Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla 

 Northern Parula Parula americana 

 Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea

 Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica 

 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia 

 Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica 

 Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia 

 Cape May Warbler Dendroica tigrina 

 Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens 

 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata 

 Townsend’s Warbler Dendroica townsendi 

 Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens 

 Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus 

 Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor 

 Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea 

 Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea 

 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 

 American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 

 Worm-eating Warbler Helmitherous vermivorus 

 Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapillus 

 Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis 

 Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacilla 

 Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus 

 Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia 

 MacGillivray’s Warbler Oporornis tolmiei 

 Connecticut Warbler Oporornis agilis 

 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 

 Hooded Warbler Wilsonia citrina 

 Wilson’s Warbler Wilsonia pusilla 

 Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis 

 Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 

 Red-throated Ant-tanager Habia fuscicauda 

 Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 

 Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 

 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 

 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 

 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 

 Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 

 Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 

 Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 

 Rufous-sided Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 

 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 

 Brewer’s Sparrow Spizella breweri 

 Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla 
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Emberizidae Lesser Greenlet Hylophilus decurtatus 
continued  

 Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus 

 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 

 Sage Sparrow Amphispiza belli 

 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 

 Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii 

 Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca 

 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 

 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 

 Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 

 White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 

 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 

 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 

 Slate-colored Junco Junco hyemalis hyemalis 

 Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorous 

 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 

 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 

 Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta 

 Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus 

 Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 

 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 

 Northern Oriole Icterus galbula 

Fringillidae House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus 

 Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus 

 Cassin's Finch Carpodacus cassinii 

 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

 White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 

 Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator 

 Pine Siskin Cardeulis pinus 

 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis 

 Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus 

Passeridae House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
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