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Book Description

Prato and Fagre offer the first systematic, multi-disciplinary 
assessment of the challenges involved in managing the Crown 
of the Continent Ecosystem (CCE), an area of the Rocky 
Mountains that includes northwestern Montana, southwestern 
Alberta, and southeastern British Columbia. The spectacular 
landscapes, extensive recreational options, and broad 
employment opportunities of the CCE have made it one of the 
fastest growing regions in the United States and Canada, and 
have lead to a shift in its economic base from extractive 
resource industries to service-oriented recreation and tourism 
industries. In the process, however, the amenities and 
attributes that draw people to this “New West” are under 
threat. Pastoral scenes are disappearing as agricultural lands 
and other open spaces are converted to residential uses, 
biodiversity is endangered by the fragmentation of fish and 
wildlife habitats, and many areas are experiencing a decline in 
air and water quality. 

Sustaining Rocky Mountain Landscapes provides a scientific 
basis for communities to develop policies for managing the 
growth and economic transformation of the CCE without 
sacrificing the quality of life and environment for which the 
land is renowned. This forthcoming edited volume focuses on
five aspects of sustaining mountain landscapes in the CCE and 
similar regions in the Rocky Mountains. The five aspects are: 
1) how social, economic, demographic and environmental 
forces are transforming ecosystem structure and function, 2) 
trends in use and conditions for human and environmental 
resources, 3) activating science, policy and education to 
enhance sustainable landscape management, 4) challenges to 
sustainable management of public and private lands, and 5) 
future prospects for achieving sustainable landscapes. 
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