Approved 10/9/02
Tongass NFLT
Approved 10/9/02


Fiscal Year 2005

Chugach NF, Tongass NF, Alaska Regional Office, State and Private Forestry, Research Information Needs

Chugach Forest Priority
_______

Tongass Forest Priority
_______

Regional Priority
_______

PNW Priority
_______

S&P Priority 
_______

________________________________________________________________________

Title:  Experiential thresholds for quality Wilderness experiences

Management Question:  The increasing visitor use of wilderness areas results in increased interactions among humans in those settings.  Management of the wilderness experience requires information on human values relating to the quality of the experience.  When does the quality of the experience begin to degrade as encounters with other humans increase?  At what point (threshold) does the wilderness experience cease to be a wilderness experience due to the presence of other humans?  

Objective:  Determine the tolerance levels that citizens have for encountering other people, or evidence of people, in wilderness settings that result in an excellent, very good, good and poor wilderness experience on or adjacent to National Forest System lands on rivers, at sea, or on land.  Report on the wilderness values held by different segments of the recreating community (kayaking, birding, camping, hiking, power boating, fishing, diving, flying) and define the average thresholds each segment has for the various levels of quality experiences.  This information will provide managers with a tool to understand the different, but important range of values, for various segments of the recreating community and it will improve recreation management by allowing for the development of recreation-specific guidelines for managing landscapes for multiple recreational uses in order to provide quality experiences.

Research Question:

TNF SO Staff Area:  
Recreation, Lands, Minerals & Heritage 

TNF Staff Director:  
Patty Grantham (907-772-5865)

TNF Proponent: 
Bill Tremblay (907-772-5877)

PNW Program:
Human and Natural Resource Interactions
PNW Program Manager:  
Richard Haynes (503-808-2002)

PNW Proponent: 
Lisa Crone (907-586-8811)

Year study is to be initiated:  
2003                    

Year study is to be concluded: 
2006
Estimated funding for FY03:  
$175,000

Total estimated funding for the study thru FY06: $300 K


TNF contribution:
_100_____


PNW Contribution:
__75_____


S&P contribution:
_________

Remarks:  The study will require 4 years to complete.  The first year (FY03) will be devoted to developing and testing study protocols.  The second (FY04), third (FY05), and fourth (FY06) summer will be devoted to data collection.  Year three will involve exploratory data analysis beginning in the fall.   During the fall and winter of year three, draft sections of the manuscript (introduction, study area and methods) will also be produced.  In late summer of FY06, the final report will be prepared by the research station and delivered by the end of FY06.   

Product Delivery Format:  

General Technical Report____, Brochure____, Video____, Journal Article_____, Book Chapter_____, Book_____, Symposium_____, Workshop_____, Scientific Meeting____

