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General objective

Contribute to the formulation of a more adequate operational framework for forest-based development in the Amazon, through the critical discussion of current strategies for rural development and conservation of forests.

Strategy

Confront different theories about innovations and rural development with strategies and tools for rural development currently applied in the region

Background

For decades strong efforts have been undertaken to promote sustainable development throughout the rural regions of the Amazon to promote the improvement of living conditions of rural population while maintaining forests and landscapes and their indispensable ecosystems functions.  The concept of Sustainable Forest Management has played a key role in this endeavour.  Initially tailored to commercial forest management by timber companies, the focus has been changing increasingly to poverty alleviation through Community Forestry.  Currently, governments in the Amazon region as well as numerous Non-Governmental-Organizations supported by international donors are applying strategies to implement technologies for sound forest management across a wide range of environmental and socio-economic conditions.  Efforts for technology transfer and extension has been combined with corresponding regulatory frameworks and intensified law enforcement to force compliance.  Currently, the research project “Forest management by small farmers in the Amazon – An opportunity to enhance forest ecosystem stability and rural livelihood” – ForLive (URL: http://www.waldbau.uni-freiburg.de/forlive/) coordinated by the University of Freiburg and funded under the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Union are analysing these efforts in tight collaboration with Latin-American Universities, NGOs and governments.  The project revealed that success until now has been moderate, and many governmental and Non-Governmental organizations have started to think of more effective alternatives.  But decision makers and practitioners from the organizations responsible for rural development and forests and those involved in technical assistance and extension tend to not fully explore the knowledge and options generated by the intense scientific debate about local technological development.  Also are the people working with communities often completely separated from those dealing with actors at the commercial sector, although both intending similar objectives.  Daily work leaves little space for exchanging knowledge and ideas between foresters, agriculturalists, sociologists and economists.  In this situation, the proposed event aims to offer a platform for dialogue between scientists, policy makers and development agents to catalyse reflection and learning processes through the confrontation of practical experiences with theories and to facilitate exchange between experts and organizations dealing with communities and enterprises.

Target groups

Representatives of governments and non-governmental organizations acting in the Amazon in the areas of forests and rural development as well as sociologists, anthropologists and forest scientists doing research on relevant issues.

Expected results and outcomes

The constructive dialogue between competent representatives of governmental and private organisations with scientific scholars of different disciplines is expected to support the establishment and strengthening of useful communication networks.  Findings and discussions should directly contribute to adapt and improve existing strategies for the support of local forest managers in effectively using their resources for sustainable rural development.  The most important presentations will be transformed into a scientific publication as an useful compendium for relevant actors from governments, the private sector and science about the practices and theories of extension and technical assistant for rural development in the Amazon.

Date: 27th to 30th of May 2008

Place:  near Santa Cruz (Bolivia)

Organisation Committee:

· The University of Freiburg as coordinator of the project ForLive

· International Union of Forest Research Organisations - IUFRO

· Centre for International Forestry Research – CIFOR

· Embrapa Amazônia Oriental as coordinator of the ITTO research project “Sustainable management of production forests at the commercial scale in the Brazilian Amazon“ - Bom Manejo (URL: http://www.cpatu.embrapa.br/BomManejo)

Institutional Support

Institutional support is expected (and partly confirmed) from the following organisations:

· Ministerio de Desarrollo Rural, Agropecuario y Medio Ambiente, Dirección Nacional Forestal (Bolivia)

· Serviço Florestal Brasil – SFB and the Ministério do Desenvolvimento Agrário - MDA (Brazil Federal)

· Secretaria de Assistência Técnica e Extensão Agroflorestal – SEATER and the Secretaria de Floresta – SEF (Acre, Brazil)

· Organização do Tratado de Cooperação Amazônica - OTCA

· Amazon Initiative – IA

Financial Support

The following organisations have been contacted for financial support:

· Department for International Development - DfID

· German Development Assistance - GTZ/BEAF

· Ford Foundation - FF

· Inter-American Development Bank – IDB

· International Tropical Timber Organisation – ITTO

· INWENT

· World Bank

· Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nation- FAO

· World Wildlife Foundation – WWF

