Land Managers Survey on Fire Research

There have been many calls for research to address the needs of field operations, including the needs of fuels and fire management. The Joint Fire Science Program is evaluating how research is accessed and applied by field units.  The overall purpose of this work is to improve how research gets into the hands of field managers and their staff, and to make more it usable for their decision processes.  

A decision scientist working under contract with the USDA Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station, Focused Science Delivery Program will conduct field interviews with a select group of field personnel.  A small sample of management staff, including unit administrators or line officers (e.g., district rangers), fire staff (e.g., fire management officers), planners (e.g., NEPA coordinators, fuels planners), and resource area specialists (e.g., biologists, hydrologists) will be interviewed from each of the land management agencies
 that support the Joint Fire Science Program. 
The consultant will lead the interviewees through a set of discussion questions that will provide insight into how the individual gathers and uses scientific information, including research that has been funded by the Joint Fire Science Program.  Interviews are scheduled for August through November, 2006. Information obtained through these personal interviews may be used to develop a web based questionnaire to survey a larger sample from each of the land management agencies. 

The interview protocol is based on two concepts.  One is the “Meaning of Science” and the other is a “Typology of Science Application.”  They are orthogonal and lead to a 3 (elements) x 5 (typology) matrix for the development of interview questions. Each of three elements means something different and has different implications for how science is “delivered” and used.  The sides of the triangle shown below reflect the mode of science delivery associated with the integration or combination of each of the three elements. The “Typology of Science Application” examines how individuals and organizations access, accumulate, consolidate, integrate, and apply science.
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� USDI – National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management.  USDA – Forest Service.
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